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OF THE LATE 


REVOLUTION in the Government of Mann Ass, 
Dated 11th of September, 1776. Bit 1 40 ff 


ven That th alphaberic References in the Margin ae t0 ome Notes by Mr, Dalrymple, which . 
immediately low: this Narrative. ; 
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PON my arrival in India, I found a general reform was neceſſary 
in the ſettlement to preſerve the Company from ruin; but I had 
no doubt, perſeverance would enſure ſucceſs in that arduous 
undertaking, whenever our attention could be ſpared from the Tanjour 
buſineſs, which required the firſt conſideration ; and the ready diſpoh-" 
tion, I found in the Council, to ſupport me, gave me the pleaſing hopes 
of being able to ſettle affairs here with honour to the nation, and with 
advantage to the Company. As it was very proper to uſe every means 
to get the Nabob's concurrence in the execution of the Company's 
orders concerning Tanjour, I ſpared no pains to prevail on the Nabob;z * 
and I did hope, he would. conſent to reſtore the country to the Rajah, * 
After much difficulty, the Nabob aſſented to an Engliſh garriſon” 8 
marching into Tanjour, which was done the gth of February 1776. The 
Company s orders by the Grenville; to reſtore the Rajah to his country % 
and government, had long before been 8 explained to the 
Nabob; but he perſiſted in refuſing his aſſent to give up the country, 
thinking thofe orders injurious to his reputation and dignity, as well as 
againft his intereſt, and being miſled by deſigning men, who flattered bim 


with the ridiculous expectation, that the orders by the Grenville would 
be revoked. 


Whilſt 


N 
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'Whilt I appeared ſolicitous, that the gentiiſt meaſures ſhould be pur- 


ſued, and favoured the/Nabob-as much as was poſitble, confiſtently/with 


juſtice band the Compaby' s orders, Sir; Robert Fletcher and Mr. Mackay 
were for other meaſures. The latter propoſed publickly in council to ſeixe 


tlie Nabob's perſon. This breach of national faith to the Nabob, who 


had come with his family to live under the protection of the Engliſh,. 
met with no countenatice” from any other perſon in council; notwith- 
ſtanding Mr. Mackay took much pains afterwards to evince the proprie- 
ty of it in his opinion. Sir Robert Fletcher propoſed to me, that he 


Rajah ſhould be put into immediate poſſeſſion of his country by the military 


officer commanding at Tanjour z and that the execution of the Company's 
orders on'that head ſhould be referred enitirely to that officer. At this time 
he had, without the knowledge or conſent of the Council, ſent his baggage 
and one of his ſecretaries to Tanjour, and borrowed money which he lent to 
the Rajah. But when he found I was firmly determined to carry into. 
execution the Company's orders for reſtoring the country to the Rajah, 

whether the Nabob conſented or not, I ſoon was made acquainted, that 
he adviſed the Nabob to throw every obſtacle in my way, telling him ] dared 
not execute thoſe orders without his Highneſs's conſent, as will more parti- | 
cularly appear in the incloſed extract of the draft of a letter to the 
Court of Directors, which I laid before the Conncy on the 19th of 


Auguſt, to be tranſmitted to England. 


There was, however, no appearance of any party in Council, not- 
withſtanding Sir Robert Fletcher's and Mr. Mackay's ſentiments, and 
ſeveral members of the Board had expreſſed their wiſhes to me in pri- 
vate, that they might go to Tanjour. But as the ſettling affairs there 
without the Nabob's conſent was a matter, in which many difficulties 
might, be expected, and an impediment might by a ſhort delay become 
an inſurmountable obſtacle, I thought it would be proper to go thither 


myſelf to execute the Company's orders ; and the members of the Council 


agreed unanimouſly, that it was proper and neceſſary for me to go to 
T4  anjour. 


— . — — Y Some 
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Some members were propoſed to be joined in deputation ee B. 


But the majority over- ruled that propoſal, hich came tom ir Robert 
Fletcher, who objected to having the management of the Tanjour hu - 


ſineſs entruſted to the Pręſdent alone ; although but a. little time before 


he had propoſed to me, and has ſince entered that minute on record, 
that the w charge ſnould be entruſted to the military officer. at Tan- 
Jour. The diſappointments of men on this occaſion, together with 
private concerns and connections, laid the foundation of that oppoſition, 


which has uniformly ſubſiſted fince. Sir Robert Fletcher, Mr. Mackay, 


Mr. Jourdan, and Mr. Palmer, diſſented on the ſubject of a deputation. 
To convince them and the world, that I had no finiſter view in going to 


Tanjour, I offered to carry with ne Mr. Jourdan, who had before ap- 


plied to go thither; and he accepted o offer, enn there was no 
deputation. 


I proceeded to Tasjour the zoth March, re-eſtabliſhed the Aceh in 
his government, and, having received a letter from the Rajah} requeſt- 
ing that the Company would not only garriſon the fort, but protect his 
- whole country with their troops, for nen 0 1 9 to pay ny 
| 400,000 3 | : 


I returned to Madraſs, where I arrived the oh ly. Ol 


Upon my return my conduct was approved by the Council, who unani- 
monſly agreed to accept the Rajat s offer of 400,000 pagodas per ann. in 
conſideration of defending the Tanjour country. Had the fort of Tanjour 

alone been garriſoned by us, and the country defended by the Rijah's 
troops, there would have been conſtant diſputes. between them and the 
Nabob's people in every quarter; and, if our garriſon in Tanjour was 
not ſo large as to awe the Rajah's forces, inſtead of being a ſecurity and 
additional ſtrength to the Company on this coaft, a garriſon. in Tanjour 
would have greatly weakened them, and the Rajah would probably 


have removed the ſeat of his reſidence to ſome other place. But, by 


protecting the whole country, the Rajah is more firmly eſtabliſhed, 
having nothing to fear from any parties at home or enemies from abroad; 
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and being eaſed of a great expence, as the money, ſtipulated to be paid 
to the Company, is very conſiderably leſs than what his military 
uſually coſt, the Rajah will have a ſum annually to lay out in improv- 
ing his country, to which his attention will be ſolely directed; and, 


$04 1c country, being on all ſides confined by the Nabob's country 


or the ſea, the Company cannot be under the neceſſity to make any 
uuns in their military eſtabliſhment on that account; but, on the 


contrary, there being but one intereſt in the Carnatick, there is leſs 
. danger; the Company having none but foreign foes to guard un. 


and no 0 within to unite with them. 


S 108 


Ae e e e of this kind was: ane oa e 8 for, dene our 
- receipts on this coaſt have been adequate to defray our expences and: 


inveſtment, the Company for ſome time paſt receiving the arrears of 
the Nabob's debt to the amount of about 400,000 pagodas per ann. yet, 


- when the whole of this debt-is paid off, which it will. be in little more 
than a year, there will then be a deficiency in their. receipts. Con- 


ſequently, either the inveſtment muſt have been leſſened, or the preſent 
eſtabliſhment muſt have been diminiſhed, as it is the . higheſt abſurdity: 
to keep up troops, in time of peace, which you are unable to pay; ſo that 
it was a very happy incident to make this proviſion, in a manner en 
tirely to the ſatisfaction and for the intereſts of both parties. 


The Governor-General. and Council at Bengal condemn: me,, 
* having uſed my influence with the Rajah, to write the letter 
making this offer. But I muſt have been wanting in every ſenſe 
of my duty if I had not; as it was ſo much for the intereſt. of the Com- 
pany. and of the Oarnatick in general; and as, it was unanimouſly: 
reſolved in Council, that it was neceſſary to have the whole military 
force in the Carnatick under the Company, and paid by them, the 
ſafety of the Carnatick depending on keeping up a well diſciplined force 


regularly paid, which troops, in the ſervice of the country powers, 


never are for any length of time; and as the Board alſo were unanimous. 
in their wid, that the Rajah of Tanjour might join them in their endea- 
ours to place the country in this ſituation. 

| But 


N WW 
3 the ſame time I muſt do the Rajab the juſtice to ſay, that, although 
de very readily conceived the propriety of what I repreſented to him, and 
+ as. readily aſſented to it ; yet, ſo far from his letter's being what the 


Governor - General and Council in Bengal call more than a. ſenſe of grati- 


 Fude could. draw from any Prince *, the offer of territory, about Devy- 
Cotab, came entirely from himſelf, without a hint on my part; and his 
fenſe of gratitude and attachment to the Company, for reſtoring him to 


his liberty and kingdom, without reſervation, was ſo unlimited, that 


he did not think he could by * words or actions e n 
his confidence 1 in them. | 


The Company's orders to reſtore the Tanjour country were as 
| honourable to the Engliſh name, as they were diſpleaſing to the Nabob; 
who, 50 intereſt men in his behalf, or to make the moſt he could out of 
the country, had given tankas, or orders. for the payment of money, to a 
very large amount on the Tanjour country ; according to the Dobbeer”s ac= 
count equal to three millions of pagodas, or 1 52 00,000 J. but, accordin g to 
other reports, only about. ? millions of pagodas.. 


On the 29th of May the Preſident oy Council reſolved, that the Nabol's 
orders on the Tanjour country were inadmiſſible, in conſequence of the Com- 
pany s inſtructians to reftore the Rajah to the full poſſeſſion of his country. 


The Preſident and Council at.the ſame time reſolved, that the private 


claims in that country, which Mr, Benßeld made, to. the amount of about 
| 200,000 pagodas, or 80, ooo J. were not ſufficiently explained to form any 
opinion thereupon. Mr. Brooke concurred in this reſolution z, but a few 


days after he deſired the matter might be reconſidered ; and on reconfider- 


ing the reſolution of the 29th of May, Mr. Brooke voted againſt con- 


 firming it, by which means it was in fact * Mr. Stratton N 
Fir the oppoſition before. 


* 73'S 


After reſcinding the 9 = of the 29th of May, the King of Tan- 


Jour wrote to his Vaqueel, exprefling his apprehenſions at a report ep 5 


Bengal Leuer. N 
bud. 5 pagated, 


1 6 p 

' pagated, chat I was ſpeedily to retum to England. I Bere the vaqveel 
my aſſurances, that there was no truth in this report but I thought it 
abſolutelyneceffary to quiet the *Rajah's alarins, by fending a perſon of 
conſequenee thither, in whom che Rajah could conffde, and propoſed Mr. 
Ruſſell. I thought, that he was in every reſpect a proper perſon to 
gain the Rajah's confidence, and to convince him, that e 
good intentions towards him would be put in execution ; and that Mr. 
Ruſſell having in Council given me his: ſupport, this appointment 
would be a teſtimony to the Rajah, that my influence in Council was 
. not entirely loſt, as had been induſtriouſly propagated. 'I propoſed Mr. 
Ruſſell to be Chief at Tanjour with a Council; but that queſtion was 
carried agairiſt me. I then recommended, that Mr. Ruſſell might be 
: ſent to Tanjour as 'Refident, and he was accordingly appointed by the 
. Preſident's caſting vote. But the 26th of July, the very day of Mr. 
_ Dawſon's departure, that gentleman, who had always given me his ſup- 
port, being obliged to return to England on account of the bad ſtate of 
"his health. The moment the Secretary had read the minutes of the 
former conſultation, Mr. Jeurdan abruptly declared he had a motion 
about the Committee of Circuit, accompanied by a minute, which 
he threw down upon the table to the Secretary, without having had 
even the courteſy to communicate it to me as Preſident ; and this motion, 
wit laut its having been read, or even its contents having been in any 
manner explained in Council, was ſeconded by Mr. Mackay. This mo- 
tion was for the Committee of Circuit to proceed immediately. The 
obvious intention of it was to prevent Mr. Ruſſell's. going to Tanjour, the 
neceſſity for which was become the more urgent, by the refuſal of the 
majority to grant the Rajah's requeſt, that Lieutenant-Colonel Harper 
might be continued in the command of Tanjour, and propoſing to ſend 
Colonel Stuart, who was known to be intimately connected with thoſe 
perſons, who had uniformly oppoſed my meaſures concerning Tanjour, 
and with others, at leaſt ſuſpected by the Rajah to have been inſtru- 
mental in bringing upon him all the diſtreſſes which he has ſuffered. 


1 


F. It was alſo confidently reported, that Colonel Stuart had for a pecuniary 


9 engaged to manage the cuncern. f thoſe people in the Tanjour 
country. 


E 7 Þ | | 

country. 80 circuraſtanced, I repeatedly requeſted, that Mr. Rull 
3 allowed: to proceed to Tanjour, F it was but for a few days... | 
This was, however, refuſed by the majority, 'conſiſting.of Mr. Stratton, 
ir Robert Fletcher, Mr. Brooke, Mr. Floyer, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Jour- 
dan, and Mr. Mackay; who, I was aſſured, had bound rhemſelves by. an 
oath to ſupport each other, Upon the oppoſition's refuſing, to let Mr. 
Ruſſell proceed to Tanjour, I declared I would not give my aſſent to 
Colonel Stuart's going thither, till Mr. Ruſſell wWas gone, for the reaſans G. 
before mentioned. At laſt the majority, on the 22d of Auguſt, determined H. 
to order the Secretary to ſign inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, by order of 
Council, J having refuſed to give them the ſanction of my name. On 
this occaſion I repreſented the many inconveniencies, which would ariſe; 
the fatal conſequences _ to ' themſelves ; - the. difficulties it muſt lay 
Officers under, who are by their own commiſſions ordered to obey the Pr. 
dent and Council, and are by the commiſſion of government required to obey ' 
me the Preſident and Governor and my Council, without any the ſinalliſ au- 
thorities being given to the majority of the Council over the officers, ſoldiers, . * 
Sc. I inſiſted, the name of the Prefident. was neceſſary to make an att 
government. I admitted, that the Preſident | was generally re- 7 
quired to concur with the majority of the Council for the carrying - — 
on the buſineſs of the Company without interruption; but, When he 4 
thought meaſures tended to the eſſential detriment of the Company, it 
was not only his right, but his duty to put a negative thereon; which, - 
however, a Preſident would not do, but in caſes of neceflity, as e 
made himſelf ſolely reſponſible. 1 obſerved, that ny experience in 4 ſervice ' 
of forty years confirmed me in this poſition, that the Prefident's' name 
was neceſſary to make an act of governtment ; that Colonel Stuart's hay= 
ing the command of Tanjour was not a matter eſſential tothe Company's © 
intereſt; and I recommended to them to let the matter Teſt, till the Cam- 
pany's pleaſure was known, whether a majority could act without. the Gover= 
nor, of which the records for 100 years did not afford one example, although 
there were inſtances of a majority's differing in opinion with tlie Governor. 
My repreſentations had no weight; the matter had been repeatedly 
agitated ; and, e I wiſhed it might be left to zhe Company s deci- 


ciſion, 


K 


5 1 8 E | | 
cofron, 1 came prepared for all probable events; and when, in defiance 


of every thing I could ſay, my requeſt to leave the matter to the Com- 


piny, and my particular entreaty to Mr. Brooke not to fign any thing of 
the kind, Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke did fign the order to the Secretary, 
I defired to ſee the paper; and it being handed to me, I declared I would 


ſtop the buſineſs in that ſtage, and produced a charge againſt thoſe' two 
_ gentlemen, for an act ſubverſive of the authority of government and 
"tending to introduce anarchy, by ordering the Secretary to ſend inſtruc- 


tions to Colonel Stuart, which had not been approved and paſſed by the 


Pre 95 — 40 Councü. 


The charge being read, and the fanding orders, requiring, when a 
charge is made againſt any Members of Council, that fuck Member is 
not to have a ſeat, 1 recommended to thoſe gentlemen to withdraw; 
explaining myſelf, that I did not mean leaving the room, but that they 


ſhould quit their ſeats at the Council-table. Some debate ariſing, and 


a propoſal having been made to adjourn, ſome of my friends concurred 
in wiſhing an adjournment, with a view to give the gentlemen time to 
anſwer the charge; but, they declaring they did not conſider it as a 
charge, and that it did not deſerve any anſwer, I moved, that Meſſrts. 
Stratton and Brooke ſhould be ſuſpended the Company's ſervice, till their 
pleaſure be known; which was accordingly reſalved in the affirmative _ 
by my caſting vote. The Council was then adjourned, 


In the evening a ſummons to meet in Council next morning at 10 


| ofclock was ſent to Claud Ruſſell, Eſq. Sir Robert Fletcher, Alexander 


Dalrymple, Charles Floyer, J. M. Stone, Archdale Palmer, Richard 
Lathom, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, Eſqrs. who, after the 


fuſdenſion of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, . were the only members gf. the * 
a at this place. | 

On Friday 234 Auguſt, ſome of the members, inſtead of attending 
Council, ſent a notary public with the following letter. 


« To 


F | 
* "To the Right Honourable” Lord Pigot, Plefident, Nee Gland 
25 „ Ruſſelt, Alexander Dalrymple, and John Marweff Stone, 
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et We, whoſe names are under written, "being 8 ol 18 cil 130 con- 
ſtituting a majority hereof, taking into our wh Keton copſideration 
« the proceedings upon record at the two laſt meetings, and more Par- 
* ticularly the unexampled outrage offered to the conſtitution, and ar- 
* bitrary behaviour towards two of our members, by an illegal atten 

* to ſuſpend them, i in order by a trick to get a majority, are of ch. 
that the public ſafety i is in danger by the conduct of Lord Pigot, and 
vou gentlemen, who have ſupported, and by every perſon, who Thall 
continue to ſupport ſuch meaſures; and we ſhall hold you therefore 
0 reſponſible for all the canſequences - that may enſue. Me the majority 
N i of the beard do conflder. ourſelves as the only legal repreſentatives o 
"4 the Honourable Company under this brefidency, and as ſuch we have no 

4. doubt but al the 2 of the Company Nil regard us. l 


1 4 
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« For theſe reaſons, an the evident illegality, of the ſummons to 
Council for this morning, in which : are omitted the names of Mr. 
George Stratton and Mr. Henry Brooke, two legal members of e 
„board, we cannot, conſiſtently with the duty we owe our fonourtle 
By Employers, attend the laid 8 9 are, | : 
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_ becauſe, by leaving him out, they appear w a majority excluſive of Meflrs. Stratton and == 
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Ia order to give them time to reflect, when this letter was read in 

Connell no meaſure was taken thereon, It was intended again to ſum- 

mon the members, who. were not ſuſpended, on Monday, by wbich time 

it was thought ſome of them at leaſt would be ſenſible of the impro- 
priety of their behaviour, and make ſuch acknowledgment as was be- 

coming on the occaſion. However, they were very undeſerving of this 

' evity. ' They ſent for Charles Bromley, a notary public, to Sir Robert 

Fletchet's houſe, and ordered him to circulate copies of the foregoing letter 

about town, and among other perſons to Sir Edward Hughes, the com- 

| . mander. « of his Majeſty's ſhips, to the commanders of the Company's 

hips, to the Secretaries, to the 'Town-major, and to the officer of the 

" main -guard, &c. . Many of theſe letters were produced in Council, 

Which was again aſſembled after dinner; and, the notary public being 

| bent for, avowed his having circulated thoſe letters, by the particular or- 

| ders of Mr. Stratton and all the other gentlemen whoſe, names were 

a , thereto. This act of edition could not be paſſed over. Sir Robert 

i "Fletcher was ordered into arreſt ; Colonel Stuart was appointed to the 

1 command of the troops; and Meſſrs. Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, aud Mackay, 

| were ſuſpended the Company” $ * till their pleaſure ſhall be known. 


3 k. I ent for Colonel Stuart, who came Boe ſupped with t me in the Ver- 
_ houſe; as I did not think it prudent, under ſuch circumſtances, to go out 
iy al . of the garriſon to Lupper., 3 


Ina the morning GA, Colonel Stuart ſent his nephew Mr. Bafil 
| Cochran to me, to know whether 1 breakfaſted in the fort or at the 
| garden-houſe, that he might wait on me ſor my commands. I replied, 
| that I would do either, as was moſt agreeable to Colonel Stuart. Mr. 
Cochran returned with an anſwer, that Colonel Stuart would wait upon 
| et N + x6 f ; 

f But had Mr. Lathom been. mentioned, they would no longer appear a majority. The mem- 
| | F TT preſent, when Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke were ſuſpended, were, 


[ . > For the queſtions, . Againſt the queſtion, 
| | Lord P Mr. Dalrymple, Mr. Floyer, Mr. Jourdan, ) Sir Robert Fletcher and 
Ae Ruled, Mc, Stone. Ms , Mr. n Mr. Lathom. were abſent. 


1 * * 
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Lan | j 
me at the gurke - lia b if agreeable. In my ak thither I ſlopt my {1 
chaiſe at Colonel Stuart's door, when he told me be had EO -| 
Colonel Edington to meet him at the drill, and would beat the gardens 
in about an hour. He accordingly came thither to breakfaſt, and e- 2; 
quainted me at the breakfaſt-table, that the men were very perfect in | 


their new difci pline, and he N Joon to be able to ſhew them to me. 
— 


After breakfaſt he told me, if 1 would give him leave, ne would 
fine with me; and he gave me the following letter. 


74 
118 


} : 


« The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Ke. ö 5 
. PO I TN: 
As I am very imperfectly informed of the ſteps, which have led co 
* 7he hanour conferred upon me yeſterday, and not th inking myſelf entitled 
*to a feat in Council as matters are at preſent circumſtanced, I hope 
eit will be agreeable to your Lordſhip, to allow me this day to peruſe 

* the conſultations and others papers paſſed in Council on oecaſion of 
* theſe unhappy differences. I doubt not but your Lerdſhip will find 
* this requeſt reaſonable; becauſe the practice of the ſervice gives fuct 


* information to the 06-8 AY the . Jus his Je in 
1 Council. ( Q 92 G 188 


2 


. do not defire to put your Lordſhip to the tells a ens 
e copies for my uſe. The Secretary need only point out to me what is 
« neceſſary for my information; for I wiſh to act from information, ſo 
* as to do my duty to my employers according to my oath of $delity, 
for the public ſervice, and with honour to myſelf. | 


I truſt therefore your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to agree to this re- 
guet, before I am called upon to execute any public uo OY authority. 
18 "I have the be. e moſt reſpectfully, 13 
. - 46 My Lord, wn 4 4 | | P 133 git 
Tour Lordfhip's ys a 

öh obedient and moſt humble ſervarit, 
(Signed) © JAMES STUART? 


C2 I told 
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TH told Colonel Stuart, that I had, not the ſmalleſt objedtian. to his and 
the whole world's 5 having every. information; that his not baving a ſcat i in 
Council required this civility the more ; . but that 1 could never con- 
deſcend to any, thing that looked like. making a bargain, with an Meer. 
Colonel Stuart ſaid, it Tefled entirely with me to ful ham or not, it wat 
his duty to obey. | 


* 1 
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Colonel Stuart dined with me, and after dinner I invited him to 


| Capper at the Company's garden-houſe, which invitation he accepted. 


At the ſame time | acquainting 1 me that he had no conveyance, he re- 
queſted 1 would take him with me in my chaiſe: 1 appointed him to 
come to tk ile e for t=houſe at at fix o'clock in the evening. 8 


1 


od be der ict 1 met vis: , 1 
As Sir Robert Flatcher's een was ordered. 70 dhe Dun to- 
have.'a ſeat. and voice in Council and Committecs, when uf 


affairs were, under deliberation, i in the ſame manner as at Bombay, I 


thought it would be bandſome to let Colonel Stuart have an occaſional 


ſtat in he manner during the time he acted as Commander im Chief. Þ 
wrote a note to Colonel Stuart, reciting the ſubſtance of the Company's 
orders, and deſiring, if he had got a copy of the orders to Bombay, 
that he would bring it, as it was my wiſh to make er thing agree 


able to bim. 


Sts * 4 24 | 2 * * g —— 


1 chat afternoon defired the gentlemen of the Council to meet me in 


F the fort-houſe. Some of the Council differing i in ſentiment from me, 


on the ſubje& of Colonel Stuartꝰs having a ſeat in the Courcil, it was 
agreed in my apartment, that we would not have a regular conſulta- 
tion im form, but merely a meeting without taking places, or ſhutting. 
the door. Colonel Stuart, who remained in the conſultation room, 
had not a copy of the orders to Bombay, but gave me a letter declar- 
ing, that he had received affurances lie was intended to have a conſtant ſeat 
in Council, in the ſame. manner as Sir Robert Fletcher. This not bein 2 
2 matter then to be diſeuſſed, little Was faid upon the ſubject. He was 


den the commiſſion of W He ſaid he wanted to ſee all the 
; proceed- 


* 
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proceedings that FEY might judge as an honeſt man, and a free agent. 
It was replied, by one of the Council, that this doctrine, of. 2 military . 
officer's being a free agent, and entitled. to know on what grounds orders 
were given, could not be admitted; that a military officer was bound 
to obey the legal orders he received ftom the proper authority iſſued in 
due form, and had. no claim to know, whether thoſe orders were for 
good reaſons or not. At the ſame time he was told, that no informa- 
tion would be denied to him, or to any man in the ſettlement; for that 
the more public thoſe matters were made, the better; and that proba- 
bly, if the application had been made verbaliy inſtead of by letter, no, 

difficulty wyguld have been made to ſhewing him the whole proceedings. 
Colonel Stuart made 1 lame excuſe for writing, ſaying, that he 
thought it was beſt to have every thing on paper. He ſaid: de h been : 
miſunderſtood ; that he did not mean to diſpute the authority, but only 
wanted information for his private ſatiiſaction. Mr. Ruſſel pointedly 
aſked Calonel Stuart, if le had accepted the command agreeably toithe; 
orders of the . Preſident and Council the preceding evening ? Hs replied! 
| certainly ; for he had received the ſalutes, and done ail other things ber 
honging t0. the te. He then declared, ke was ready to do. hat. we; 
thought proper. to- direct. and ed me what, he was to do. I defired: him 
to iſſue the genetal orders of Sir Robert Fletcher's being under arreſt; 
to all the out-garriſons. He pleaded very earneſtly 10 delay it til 
morning. But when the neceſſity of it was urged to quiet the minds 
of officers, who might have received, the) circular letter from; the no- 
tary: public, he declared upon lit honour, that, F we would detain the: 
tappies he. would. ifuer them that night. . The tappies were accordingly 
ordered to be detained, and the Secretary promiſed to ſend ſome aſſiſ- 
Wan to the 6 Adjnjone Venere for the en erm r 


= 


3 os ed * Ach agel went! ike this ae 
with Colonel. Stuart, to my chaiſe. On the iſland; between the two- 
bridges, I ſaw Lieutenant Colonel Edington, the Adjutant General, 
come running aſlant the road, ſtom the ſouthen ſide towards che 

ul“! . chaiſe. 


* 
1 
hails: "Suppoling he NY to ſpeak to us, I reined in the horfes ; 
and when Edington got near their heads, he Waved his naked ſword 
and cried Seapoys, whereupon a party of- Seapoys came from behind the 
trees on the other fide, and Captain Lyſaught, with a piſtol i in his hand, 
came up to the chaiſe from that fide, and ſaid to me, You are my pri- 
ſoner, or words to that effect: and then Colonel Stuart ehe hold of 
my arm. and ſaid, «Bo, Sir; or * Go out, Sir,“ and an orderly Ser- 
jeant drove away the ſervant, who. was behind the chaiſe with my word. 
I was then conducted by Captain Lyſaught to Mr. Benfield's poſt- 
chaiſe; Captain 2 opened the:chaiſe' door, and an orderly Set- 
jeant came out of it. I was told to get into it, and Captain Lyſaught 
came in alſo, keeping the piftol i in his hand, and there was an ordetly 
Serjeant behind 'the-chaiſe. | As we” paſſed the Seapoy guard, at the 
Company's garden houſe, C. Lyſaught ſaid, . My Lord, you muſt on nd 
w accbunt call our, or words to that effect. When we had arrived near 
tothe Long Tank, about three miles from town he told me, that 
he Was · carrying me to the Mount, to deliver me into charge of Major 5 
Horne, and that he ated under Colonel Stuart's orders. About this 
time he let down the blinds of the chaiſe. I expreſſed my fears for the 


ſafety of the people i in 'the town; to which Captain Lyſaught replied, | 


1— Colonel Stuart had taken oy neceſſary rr on that 
bead. | | 9 * 5 | 


85 N ſervants infbrm mes Ccenel Stuart returned to town in my 
Chaiſe; and I underſtand, ſoon after, Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert 
Netcher, & c. went thither; that they proceeded to the Conſultation 
Room, and were proclaimad on the parade, as: Governor and Council, 
by Colonel -Stuart, who, it is now ſaid, fad before accepted tie ſame 
appointment from them, which he had received from us; and this ſeems 
confirmed by his orders to Major Horne, delivered by Captain Lyſavght ; 
which is the only orders Major Horne is permitted to give me a copy 
of, But, I muſt take notice, that in a ſubſequent order, ſigned George 
IE Henry Brooke, Robert Fletcher, Charles Floyer, Archdale 


Palmer, 


1 15 1 

Palmer, om Jourdan, and George Mackay, i is: the Bilowiiie para- 
graph: At your laſt reſource in any attempt to reſcue” Lord  Pigot, his 
ie muſt anſwer for it, and this you will fignify to him.” The ordets to 
Major Horne, by Captain Lyſaught, follow, viz. | 


4 


* 


o Major Horne, commanding the Corps of Artillery at the Mount. 
„ | 


In conſequence of the powers veſted in me for the public cafety of 
« the ſettlement, at this alarming eriſis, have ſecured the perſon of 
% Lord Pigot, and have put his Lordſhip. under the care of Captain 
60 Lyſaught, i in order to be delivered over to you. Theſe are, therefore, to 
4 order you, Major Horne, to take the perſon of the ſaid Lord Pigot 


into your charge and cuſtody, until you ſhall receive further orders 
from the legal civil government, in and over this Preſidency of Fort 
St. George, to which, as to the repreſentatives of the Eaſt India 


« Company, or of their Court of Directore, we are bound by our oath- + 
* of ee to pay obedience. 


. His Lordihip-i is 8 to be in tlie view of yourſelf, or of an 


Officer under your command. But he is not permitted to carry 


« arms, nor to correſpond or converſe upon matters, which in any 


reſpe& concern civil or military buſineſs; and in caſe. of refuſal to 


«5 


«4 


conform to this order, the lettets are to be ſtapped, or the. perſon 


42 diſmiſſed, with whom ſuch converſation is held. 


1 . as * — 
„ 


«Tt is. needleſs to ſuggeſt to a perſon of your feelings, that Lord 


. pigot is ta be treated with every mark of attention and reſpect, ſuited 
to the ſituation, which the, preſent exigency of affaits makes neceſſary. 


3% His. Lordſhig's family ang ſervants; are to be permitted to viſit. and 
© attend him, but the number Jimited at your diſeretion. 


* . 


„ Theſes - 
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, Theſe, Sir, are my orders and inſtcuctions to yo, which nothlag 
but an order of h TY weer to r is f 


e ſede in any e n Boy | 
17 KATE day r 0 A isla 
„Given under my bed at F. ort St. SR | 
: TO Py ys 28th, Auguſt, 1776. . 


(Signed) * JAMES mY ART. 


re By order of Government acting Commander in 
Chief of all the forces under the Preſidency 

4 of Fort St. George, and alſo vf the garriſon 

COT ale e „within the faid Fort. eee e 


% * * = 4 
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Te Mijor Horne to be delivered by C. 1yheghe who is 


D © hereby ordered to take an acknowledgement in writing 
„from Major Horne, that he has received Lotd 1 f 


in Gas, ks + , "i - ants 


6 0 true copy 6 of _ orders Merger to me aac Captain bosse 


ee MATH. HORNE." 


It muſt be needleſs to obſerve, that Colonel Stuart jad written, if not 
* delivered, theſe orders, when te made * ge none in bay: ren 
room. | | 


* 


I remained in confinement at the Mount from Saturday night the 
"24th to Tueſday the 27th, when, between eleven and twelve o'clock 
at night, Colonel Edington arrived with freſh orders for my removal. 
I will leave other men to ſay how patiently T bore my confinement, 
and with what propriety I conducted myſelf. Upon Colonel Edington's 
refuſing to ſhew his orders, or to mate nown to-me whither he was to con- 
if init! duct 


E 
eu? me, 1 thought it neceſſary to deelare, that I would not truſt myſelf ' 
with a traitor, wha: had made me priſoner,” and that I would refiſt while life 
remained in me. Major Horne's prudence, and Colonel Edington's re- 
flection, ſtopt this violence from proceeding - further; and, receiving a 
vilit from Sir Edward Hughes in the morning, I thought it/prudent to 
demand the protection of the King's flag; and Sir Edward Hughes, in 
conſequence, demanded. a ſafe conduct for me to his ſhip. But under- 
ſtanding from Sir Edward, that he could get no reply to this demand, 
1 applied to the Mayor's court for a writ of Habeas Corpus; but the 
court does not think itſelf competent to grant ſuch a writ. 


The extraordinary events of that night, on which I was ſeized, were 
ſo unexpected, that no one, but thoſe in the plot, were prepared for 
them. I have recommended to all my friends, both civil and military, to 
be paſſive on the occaſion z as the calamities of a civil war would be a 


much greater injury to the Company's intereſt, than the W 
digreſs arifing from the preſent confuſion. 


The dangerous tendency of calling in the military, to decide in a 
ſummary way on diſputes in Council, and on the ſenſe of the. Com- 
pany's orders, needs not to be pointed out. It muſt occur to every mind. 
Before the new military regulations, no officer would have thought the 
orders of any military cfficer ſufficient authority to ſeize or. detain the 
perſon of the Governor. But the independent powers, now granted to 
the military Commander in Chief, make men ſuppoſe, that the Go- 
vernor's military authority extends no further than his ert; and that, 
they are equally warranted in detaining the Governor, as in detaining 
any other priſoner committed to their charge. Beſides that, making a 
diſtin head to the military naturally tends to ſeparate the two corps, | 
and to create an animoſity between the civil . in 


It is very proper to pay a particular attention to a letter from Sit 
Robert Fletcher, accompanying one from Colonel Stuart, concerning 
the neceſſity of half batta. . have no doubt this letter of Sir Robert was 

3 BD. intended 


„ n an 
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| Intended to throw out a bait to the army, and caſt an edions on as; for 


having recommended, that the half batta at the out garriſons ſhould 


be ſtruck off, as the expences at the Prefidency are greater than at 


thoſe garriſons.” This was accordingly done by the unanimous concur- 
rence of all the members of Council, when the troops marched into 
Tanjour. But, fince'my confinement, the half batta has been reſtored ; 
and on Sunday the 25th of Auguſt, the ey RO man were 


| 11 in e by Mr. Stratton, &c, ; 


60 The preſident and Council, being, upon the report of Colonel 
&« Stuart, thoroughly ſatisfied with the conduct of the officers and men 


% compoling this garriſon, have empowered him to aſſure them, they 
% ſhall meet with a proper gratification.” 


| 8 circumſtance in Sir Robert Fletcher's letter, was his recom- 
mendation to remove all the Europeans out of garrifon, by which means 
having, as the event of Saturday the 24th has ſhewn, won over the 

commandants of the two battalions of Seapoys, doing duty here, viz. 


Edington and Barclay, the garriſon would have always remained at his 


mercy. 


The following are the general orders and public proclamation, 
whereby Mr. Stratton, &c have conſtituted themſelves Preſident and 


Council. 


By George Stratton, Eſq, Preſident, Henry Brooke, Sir Robert 
« Fletcher, Charles Floyer, Archibald Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and 
« George Mackay, Eſqrs. of Council of Fort St. George. 4-2 4 


\ 


© The illegal, violent, and unconſtitutional eonduct of Lord Pigot, 
« late Preſident of the Council, aided and afliſted by Meſſrs. Ruſſell, 
„ Dalrymple and Stone, in breaking through the poſitive orders of the 
Company, have compelled us, for the future welfare and pre- 
« ſervation of the affairs of the aa to order Lord Pigot into 


40 arreſt, 


129 1 e „ 
50 t al to ſuſpend from the Company's ſervice the other three / 
«* gentlemen, until the Company's pleaſure ſhall be known; and George 
« Stratton, Eſq. being the next ſenior ſervant to Lord Pigot, is, agree- 
« able-to the orders of the Company, appointed Preſident, and is to be 
„ obeyed as ſuch, and all the officers and ſoldiers upon this eſtab- 
« liſhment are hereby commanded to pay due obedience to our orders, 


„ ſigned by ourſelves or our Secretary, we the majority of the * 
*« being the only legal repreſentatives of the Company. 


(Signed) GEORGE STRATTON. 
ONE x HENRY BROOKE. 
ROBERT FLETCHER. 
CHARLES FLOYER. 
ARCHDALE PALMER. 
FRANCES JOURDAN, 
GEORGE MACKAY. 


„% The government having 701003 upon Georgs Stratton, Eſq. the | 
© Honours ” Second of the Coaſt are to be paid to Henry Brooke, Eſq 


Colonel Stuart is to take upon him the charge and command of the 
„ army and of this garriſon, during the indiſpoſition of Sir Robert Flet- 
« cher, who will, notwithſtanding his illneſs, continue to a& as third 
*in Council.” K 


«CIRCULAR > BIO | 


The violent and illegal proceedings of Lord Pigot, and Meſſrs. 
* Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, having obliged us to arreft the perſon 
„of Lord Pigot, and ſuſpend the other three gentlemen, we have 
* named George Stratton, Eſq. the next ſenior ſervant of the Company, 
% Preſident of the Council; you are therefore ordered to pay due obe- 
e© dience to us the majority of the Council, being the only legal repre- 
ee ſentatives of the Company. 


% We, &. | 
4 P. 8. Encloſed | is a copy of a proclamation to be publiſhed at your 


ve ſettlement and its dependancies.” 
D 2 «@p R O- 
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 +,« PROCLAMATION. 


& IN the name of his Majeſty, and the Engliſh nation, from whom 
ce are derived the authorities and powers of the Honourable Eaſt India 
« Company, our conſtituents, We, the ſubſcribing members of their 
« government of Fort St. George and its. dependencies, compo/ing à ma- 
e jority of the members of the ſaid government, and therefore by law, and 
« the expreſs orders of the Company, being virtually the government, iſſue 


the following Proclamation. 


« Whereas the Right Honourable the Lord Pigot, Preſident, Claud 
« Ruſſell, Alexander Dalrymple, and John Maxwell Stone, Eſquires, 
members of our Council, have by various arbitrary and illegal acts, 


s attempted to ſuperſede in us the authority of the Company, and to 


« afſume to themſelves the powers of this government, contrary to law 


% and the orders of the Company; which can be demonſtrated to every 


« individual by the following meaſures, which they have attempted to 
« execute, and which are entered on the records of the Company. 


« Firſt, That the ſaid Preſident has expreſily maintained, that he would 
* not put queſizons, moved by the members of the majority, F he did not 
« chooſe to do ſo ; that he had a right to adjourn the Council contrary to the 
« opinion of the majority, as well as that by putting a negative to any reſo- 
* Jution of a majority, he can ſtop the execution of ſuch reſolution ; a 
« ſyſtem, which proves to the meaneſt capacity, that it is replete with 


* the greateſt dangers to the community, and expreſsly contrary to the 


s conſtitution of the government veſted in the hands of more than one 
member. Thus, if an enemy invaded this ſettlement, and that Pre- 


« ſident choſe to oppoſe preparations for the public defence, it is evi- 


« dent, that the loſs of the ſettlement might attend ſuch powers in the 
hands of an ill-diſpoſed Preſident 3 and further, if ſuch a ſyſtem was 


0 ſup- 
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_ «ſupported, and that a Preſident, veſted with ſuch powers, was de- 
* tected in ſacrificing the public intereſt to his own, it is clear, that no 

* meaſure of detection or puniſhment could be carried againſt him. 


e Secondly, It had been reſolved, that Colonel Stuart ſhould be ſent 
te to the command of Tanjour; and inſtructions had been recom- 
* mended by the Commander in Chief; but the Preſident refuſed to put 
* the queſtion for their being taken into conſideration. The majority 
* of the Council, who had before reſolved on the neceſſity of ſending 
« Colonel Stuart, had no other mode left, excepting ſuſpenſion, but 
that of entering their opinions in writing, firſt, that they ought to 
* be then conſidered, and next that they were proper and full; and; 


e the Prefident refufing to hen them, the majority, unwilling to come 
* to extremities, further gave it as their opinion, in writing, that they 


* ſhould be ſigned by the Secretary. This the Preſident ſaid, he thought 
« would not be a ſufficient authority for the Secretary, and in conſe- 


« quence, as the Secretary did not ſeem to think it ſufficient; - 


« with the unanimous agreement of the majority, an order to 
e the Secretary to ſign it by order of Council was written, then 
copied fair, and when figned by Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, was 
« ſnatched by the Preſident out of Mr. Brooke's hands, and the very 
« ſame inſtant, the Preſident pulled out of his pocket a charge 
s againſt thoſe gentlemen, for an intention to ſubvert the government 


* and introduce anarchy, by ſigning an order to the Secretary without 


« the concurrence of the Preſident and Council. It muſt here be 


* 


„ remarked, that as he came from his cloſet prepared, it muſt have 
been his intention to ſeize the paper, as ſoon as it was ſigned by as 


many of the majority as he wanted to get rid of. On this frivolous 


charge he moved the ſuſpenſion of thoſe two gentlemen, and by 


« excluding their votes, and voting himſelf, although he was the 


« accuſer, by his caſting vote, he carried the motion; and that 
« although it was moved to adjourn the Council, previous to his putting 
&« his queſtion, he would not hear it, but proceeded, and as ſoon as he 

« had 
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had effected his deſign, he adjourned the Council, although the 
members of the majority then ſtaid and refuſed to conſent to it; an 
t attempt, which, if by law or cuſtom it could have any effect, muſt 
have virtually ſuſpended his own authority, he being but part of the 
government which he attempted thus to ſupercede. That he iſſued 
« in public military orders the ſaid illegal attempt, as the act of the 


. * Governour and Council; thereby attempting, in violation of every 


« right and privilege of this conſtitutional government, to aſſume a 


* perſonal power over the military. 


„ Thirdly,” His having violently attempted to ſupercede the whole 
t& authority of us, and of the Commander in Chief of the army, and 
„ endeavoured to compel obedience from all ſervants civil and military 
*« to himſelf and his aſſociates, as if he and they poſſeſſed legally and 
« conſtitutionally the authority inveſted by the Royal Charter, and the 
« orders of the Company, in a majority of the members of the govern- 
« ment, which majority we the ſubſcribing members virtually and ef. 
« fetually compoſe. 


« For theſe weighty reaſons no leſs clear, than intereſting to every 
te individual, whether a ſervant of the Company, or under their pro- 


. tection, it is hereby enacted and proclaimed, that George Stratton, 


« Eſq. is, according to the orders of the Company, Preſident of the 
„Council, and Governor of Fort St. George; and that the Powers of 
« Lord Pigot and Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, ſtand annul- 


led. It is therefore ordered and proclaimed by the authority of the 


« aforeſaid Preſident, and we the ſubſcribing members of Council, 
being the only legal repreſentatives of the Company on this coaſt, 


„that all the ſervants, civil and military, do obey our orders imme- 
te diately, and every ſervant failing in ſuch duty, is held anſwerable by 


« their commiſſions or ſtation in the ſervice of the Company: and it 
< 1s further proclaimed, that all ſervants civil and military ſhall be 


«© indemnified againſt any oppreſſion or diſadvantages they may have 


ſuffered, 
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* ſuffered, or may ſuffer by the uſurped authority of the Right Ho- 
” nourable Ne . and his aſſociates,” | | 


(Signed) 4 dnn STRAT TON, 
HENRY BROOKE, 
ROBERT FLETCHER, 
CHARLES FLOYER, 
ARCHDALE PALMER, 
FRANCIS JOURDAN, 


As it is proper, that, upon ſo intereſting a ſubject, the orders of 
* the Company ſhould be expreſly and literally ſet forth, we have di- 


© reed the following ſtanding orders to be annexed to this procla- U. 
% mation. 


« Whatever ſhall be agreed upon by the majority ſhall be 
« efteemed the order, by which each one is to act; and accord- 
* ingly every individual perſon, even the diſſenters. them- 
e ſelves, are to perform their parts in the proſecution, and in ſo 
* doing they do their duty, and muſt not be blamed.” 


It is unneceſſary to take particular notice of the impropriety of iſſuing 
a proclamation, in the name of his Majeſty and the Engliſh nation, from 
whom Meſſrs. Stratton, &. could have derived no authority. They 
alledge, that, they, compoſing a majority of the Company's government 
of Fort St. George and its dependencies, are, by law and the expreſs or- 
ders of the Company, virtually the government. The Company's com- 
miſſion of government, dated the 11th of April 1775, conſtitutes: Lord 
Pigot to be Preſident and Governor for all the affairs, forts, &c. of the, 
Company on the coaſt of Choromandel, and to continue in the exerciſe 
of that office, until the contrary ſhall be ſignified under this hands of thr 
teen or more of the Court of Directors. Then the commiſſion “ to 
« the end, that the ſaid Lord Pigot may be better enabled to order and 
« manage all the affairs of the ſaid Company,” appoints certain per- 


ſons therein Narnes to be members of the Council; which cannot ſurely 
be 
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be cunſtrued to mean, that the majority of this Council, expre/ily appointed 
to afijt the Governor, are to govern without him. Beſides, in this com- 
miſſion, the Company expreſsly order and require - all factors, ſervants, 
** officers, and ſoldiers, within the limits of the ſaid preſidency, and all 
the people and inhabitants, to conform ſubmit and yield due obe- 
diene unto the ſaid George Lord Pigot, Preſident and Governor, and 
his Council accordingly,” So that it is clear from the commiſſion of 
government, no majority without the Prefident could require obedience 
from any ſervants of the Company, civil or military.—But theſe gen- 
tlemen were not a majority of the Council; for Mefirs. Stratton and 
Brooke had been ſuſpended by the Preſident and Council until the 
Company's pleaſure ſhould be known, and this ſuſpenſion was given 
out in general orders to the garriſon in the uſual form, ſigned by the 
ſecretary by order of the Preſident and Council. On the preced-. 
ing conſultation I had refuſed to propoſe to the . conſideration of 
the Board inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, and I declared, that I 
would not put my name to any ſuch at that time, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſentiments the majority had expreſſed in ſeparate 
minutes of the propriety of thoſe inſtructions, which had never been 
read at the board, and which were that day ſent in by Sir Robert 
Fletcher, who could: not from ſickneſs attend the Council, but re- 
commended theſe in preference to other inſtructions he had before 
propoſed. Upon my declaration the members of the majority ſaid, it 
was a very ſerious buſineſs, and requeſted, that they might be allow- 
ed ſome time for conſideration. This I readily aſſented to, and ad- 
journed the Council. In the debate of that day it having been intimat- 
ed that the majority would ſend the inſtructions to Colonel Stuart with- 
out the Preſident's name, I came to the next Council prepared for ſuch 
an event; and although I uſed my utmoſt endeavours to diſſuade the 
gentlemen from ſuch a ſtep, yet when I found all my endeavours were 
in vain, I then produced the charge againſt Meſſts. Stratton and 
Brooke for an act ſubverſive of the authority of government, and 
* tending to introduce anarchy, in ſigning an order to the Secretary to 
| | ſend 
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ſend inſtruQions to Colonel Stuart, which Sas not . _ and, 
ab by the Preſident and ow 
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Whoever conſiders the omitting of cnt ang the reel 
reſponſibility of the Preſident, muſt allow, that this charge was well 
grounded; and the Company's ſtanding orders excluding any members, 
againſt whom a charge is made, from a ſeat in Council, thoſe members 
were of cqurle precluded from voting. But althongh in the execution 
of my office as Preſident I produced the charge, I was not a party con- 
cerned ; and, according to their ſyſtem, the Prelident muſt be excluded 
from voting almoſt on every occaſion. If I had been inclined; to ſeverity, 
I might haye let the whole majority ſign the paper before I produced the 
charge, which would have extended to the whole. But I only wiſhed 
to eſtabliſh the neceſſary authority of government, and went no further 
than was abſalotely requifite for that. purpoſe. | Meſſrs. Stratton and 
Brooke were accordingly thereupon ſuſpended in due form; and Mr. 
Ruſſell thereby becoming ſecond, it wag neceflary to-publiſh the ſame 
to-the garriſon in general orders, which was not iſſued by Lord Pigot, 
as the proclamation aſſerts, but le Secretary in the uſual form. 


All the members of Council at the Prefideticy being duly. ſummoned 
by the Secretary to attend next day, Sir Robert Fletcher, and Meſſrs. 
Flayer Palmer Jourdan and Mackay, inſtead of attending their duty in 
Council, ſent à notary public, to me with a letter ſigned by themſelves 
and by Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, aſſigning as a reaſon for the non- at- 
tendance of the former, that the . laß were not ſammoned, and dreluring 
the perſons ſigning this letter, the only legal repreſentatives of tie Comp, 
although by not attending the ſummons to Couneil, they were jor pot 
of wag a 8 aft, and could be ee mere Pit Er Individuals. 


By the . of government, and this Fr of FR Conpetey' ſervie, 
the Preſident and the majority of the members preſent conſtitute the go- 
vernment. Otherwiſe it would be in the power of any refractory mem 
bers to ſtop the buſineſs of the Company by wilfally abſenting theme 


E ſelves. 


a - 
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ſelves. Although the ſtile and contents of this letter were very inde- 
cent, no notice was taken of it, as it was meant to give the gentlemen. 
time for reflexion ; but in the afternoon the ſame notary public was em- 
ployed by them, in circulating copies of their letter to the principal officers 
in the garriſon incloſed in one Sou the notary, The Weng. is a Copy 
of the Notary" $ letter. 


6 * 
| $$ 


« To ths Officer commanding 0 the Main-guard, Madraſs. 


48 IR, 


. am directed by Sl Stratton, Eſq. Sir Robert Fletcher, &c. 

ec gentlemen of Council of Fort St. George, whoſe names are affixed 
« to an atteſted copy (herewith ſent) of a letter by me delivered this 
% morning to the Hon. George Lord Pigot, Prefident, &c. Claud Ruſ- 
« ſell; Alexander Dalrymple, and John Maxwell Stone, Eſqrs. of Coun- 
te cil at Fort St. George, to ſerve the ſame upon you, of which oe will 
« pleaſe to take notice; and am, 


«SIR, 


„ 44d haraſs, m6, Four moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


(Signed) «© CHARLES BROMLEY, 

ann « Not. Pub.“ 
VU pon this I deſired the other members of Council, viz. Meſſrs. Ruſſell 
Dalrymple Stone and Lathom, to go with me to Council, and having 
called the notary public before us, we unanimouſly ordered Sir Robert 
Fletcher into arreſt, for being concerned in circulating letters tending to 
excite mutiny and ſedition, and ſuſpended Meſſrs. Floyer Palmer Jourdan 
and Mackay, till the Company's pleaſure ſhould be known. 


Thus theſe gentlemen, as well as Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, are 
become incapable of executing any legal functions till the pleaſure of 
—— 
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the Company is known, to whom alone the Preſident and Couneil are 
reſponſible for their conduct. Nor can men, who are themſelves ſuſ- 
pended, annul the authority of others; even though it ſhouldibe/admit- 


ted, which is not the caſe in the ee enn W. yy act en ir 
ſuſpenſion had been committed. TIS 


The quotation of the ſtanding orders in 1678 i is incomplete... [taroſe 
from © ſcruples of acting any thing ordered in Council by majority of votes; 
which obviouſly means a doubt, whether unanimity was not required to 
conſtitute an act of government, or, whether any particular member, who 
might diſſent from the reſolution of the Prefident and Council, was to join in 
executing the meaſures fo reſolved. But the Company's records ſhew it 
never was an idea in thoſe times, that a majority of Council was the 
board without the Governor, | 


& In Conſultation 14 Oct. 1690; 
% PRESENT 
« ELCHEE YALE, Eſq. Preſident and Governor. 
« Mr. THO. WAVELL, Mr. JOHN CHENEY, 
« Capt, WNW HEATH, Mr. WILL. FRAZER. 
- << Mr. LEI GRAY, ſick. 


e The Council being duly ſummoned. 
« General to the Right Honourable read and poſe.” 


This Conſultation is ſigned by all, except Captain Heath; but the 
other three members of Council enter their diſapprobation of the letter, 
although paſf. The Company call it (22d Jan. 169+ par. 3.) a General 
Letter Tigned only by the Prefident, but refuſed to be ſubſcribed by the 
reſt of the Council. The Company afterwards ſay, We are ſorry for 
« the differences, that have been amongſt you; and although there 
% may have been too much heat and paſſion on both ſides, as there 
« always is in ſuch caſes, yet we muſt do our Council ſo much right as 
— ſay, they had reaſon to ſeparate themſelves from the Preſident, and it 

E 2 | « was 
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* was much wiſer and more for our ſervice, that they did it jointly all 
e together, than if they had divided themſelves into different factions. 
on both fides.” Surely this evinces, they had not the power of 
government exc/afive of the Prefident, The conſultations of that year 
have more inſtances of a majority of Council againſt the Governor; but no. 
inſtance where a meaſure was confidered as the at 7 the Board, 7401 ir Med the 
Freut sc. concurrence . 


MB. This minute, concerning the quotation of the ſtanding orilers, was given. d 
Council the 20th Auguſt, in reply to a minute then given in by the majority. 


NOTES; 
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A. (See page 2.) 
IR Robert Fletcher propoſed à paragraph for the General Letter to the 
Court of Directors by the Ankerwyke in February 1446, expteſſing a requeſt 
of Mr. Mackay to have his bar taken off, and that he ſhould rife in ſueeeſſion inſtead 
of remaining youngeſt in Council ; Sir Robert ſaying, that Mr. Mackay was an 
Boſpitable member of ſociety. This was introduced: very abruptly by the Preſident: 
But 1 oppoſed.it warmly as an improper mode, and obſerved, that, if Mr. Mac- 
kay had any requeſt to make, it ought to be fignifted. by letter, and it would then 
be conſidered in conſultation, when every member would have an opportunity of 
giving to the Court of Directors his fentiments on the ſubject; which by the pre- 
ſent mode of introducing it as a paragraph was precluded; as nobody could deny, 
that Mr. Mackay made the requeſt, or that he was an hoſpitable member of ſo- 
ciety. T alſo obſerved, that ſuch a requeſt, going in the general letter, carried by 
implication the recommendation of the Preſident and Council, that it ſhould, be 
complied with; whereas, on the contrary, for my own part, I thought it was a 
great injury to the ſervice in general, and a great diſcouragement to allthe. Com- 
pany's ſervants z that, although it did not affect me perſonally, 'I. thought myſelf 
bound to oppoſe every thing, that affected the ſervice in general. Theſe ſenti- 
ments being found very conformable to the opinion of almoſt every body elſe, 
Sir Robert defired to withdraw his paragraph for the preſent; ſaying, he believed; 
he ſhould never offer it again, as he faw the diſpoſition men ſhewed. to- it; but 
that he would mention it in his private letters. The Preſident, not having ſup— 
ported this propoſition with all his weight, was never forgiven by Mr. Mackay, 
who has oppoſed him ever ſince z and it is reported his. opꝑoſition to Mr, Dupre: 
began from the ſame cauſe. © ; 
Sig 


| 
| 
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(See page 3.) 
Sir Robert Fletcher had Nn every endeavour to get a deputation of the Coun- 


eil to be joined with the Governor, of which he wiſhed to be one; thinking, by 


the new military regulations, he would have been in fact the principal, or at leaſt 
it would have opened a field for his intriguing ſpirit, 


C. {See page 3.) 

Beſides the advantage here mentioned, by carrying Mr. Jourdan with him, he 
broke the party during his abſence. However this was never forgiven. Whether 
Mr. Jourdan, who was very intimate with Mr. Benfield, had any views, which 
were there diſappointed, or whether he expected to have been the only perſon, 


who went with Lord Pigot I cannot ſay. But his Lordſhip never mentioned a 


word of. his intention of carrying me with him, not even to myſelf, till he made 
the offer to Mr. Jourdan ; nor had I ever expreſſed any deſire to go. 


D. (See page g.) 

The acquiſition! of Tanjour had long been a favourite object of the Nabob. It : 
was indeed almoſt: the only. remaining Gentoo government in the Carnatick ; 
the Nabob having, on various pretences, rooted out the others ſince Lord Pigot's 


former adminiſtration, and by theſe means encreaſed his revenues about 350,000 * 
Per ann. 


* 


E. (See page 5.) 

After the Council's unanimouſly agreeing to accept the Rajah's offer, Sir Robert 
Fletcher: went away on pretence of indiſpoſition; The Council then approved of 
his Lordſhip's conduct. Five members, without including the Preſident, ap- 
proved without any exception. Four objected only to his Lordſhip's proceedings 
concerning the Dobbeer; and Mr. Mackay alſo to the puniſhment his lordſhip 
had ordered to be inflited on a Madraſs Dubaſh named Comera. 

The Rajah complained, that this man had-intruded himſelf into his preſence 
when retired to ſleep the very night of our arrival, telling him, Lord Pigot would 
recommend to him to put his country under the Company's protection, and re- 


quire an Engliſh garriſon to be kept in the fort; but adviſing him to be firm in 


refuſing theſe propoſitions, and to reply, that- he would govern his country as his 


father had done, and protect it with his own troops; and aſſuring the Rajah, that 


be (Comera) was ſupported by ſeven members of the Council. It appeared, that this 
man had been made acquainted with every reſolution of the Council, and adviſed 
the Rajah to oppoſe them; offering him to ſupply bim any ſum of money he might 


Want. It was ſuſpected, the Nabob had employed him as an emiſſary to counſel 


the Rajah to his deſtruction. Lord Pigot cut his machinations very ſhort, by 
ordering him to _— chabucked on' the public parade, 


eo a 


The 
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The members of Council, who oppoſed his Lordſhip, afterwards deſired, tha 
Comera might be ſent for to Madraſs to be examined before the Council. He 
accordingly came to. Madrafs ; but not a word was ſaid by them about his exa- 
mination, However, I am told, that, ſince his Lordſhip's confinement, . 
have had Comera before them, and have acquitted him. 2 

This man had been the inſtrument employed in bringing on the Rajah's wif. 
fortunes. I heard the ſtory at Tanjour, and informed Lord Pigot ; who aſked the 
Rajah, and was aſſured it was fact, or at leaſt that the moſt material circumſtances 
were ſo, Perhaps writing from memory, I may err in ſome trivial points; but 
the general ſubſtance is too ſtrongly imprinted on my memory to be forgotten. 

The Nabob, having on various pretences, got the adminiſtration at Madraſs 
to embark in the expedition againſt Tanjour during Mr. Dupre's government in 
I771, his ſon, whilſt our army lay before Tanjour, concluded a treaty with the 
Rajah. By this treaty the Rajah engaged to pay, including preſents, -fifty-two 
lacks of rupees, being about 620,0001. The Rajah accordingly, having bor- 
rowed money and pledged part of his jewels with the Dutch, paid in two years forty 
lacks. The Nabob, ſtill ſolicitous to get Tanjour, repreſented, that the Rajah 
did not mean to pay the money he had engaged. As foon as the Rajah heard 
this, being very much alarmed at the idea of the Nabob's again bringing the 
Engliſh troops againſt him, he ſent for Comera, who happened to be then at 
Tanjour, being concerned in lending money on mortgages in that country. The 
Rajah told him his fears, and aſked him, if he could give him bills, payable at 
Madraſs, for the twelve lacks which 8 due. Comera aſſured him that 
he would, and received a valuable preſent in conſequence of giving a bill on bis 
maſter Mr. Benfield, and ſwore to the Rajah upon milk, which is a ſolemn teſ- 
tation amongſt them, that bis money would certainly be paid, 

The Rajah ſent this bill to the Nabob, and diſpatched a Vaqueel (or Envoy) 
with two fine horſes, ſome jewels, and other preſents, together with a letter, 
expreſſing, that, as he had now diſcharged his engagements, he hoped to be 
received into the Nabob's favour. 

The Nabob ſtopt Comera in his way to Madraſs, and having ſettled with him, 
whan the Tanjour Vaqueel was received, in the preſence of all the other Vaqueels from 
the country Princes, the Nabob flew out into a violent rage, abuſing the Rajah 
for a raſcal, and appealing to all the Vaqueels, declaring be had received no bill, 
and that this was only a knaviſh trick of the Rajah. The Vaqueel, ſtruck with 
aſtoniſhment, declared the bill was given by Comera on Mr. Benkeld ; and 
Comera, being produced, vowed. he knew nothing of the matter, and that he. 
had given no Bill. This was one of the arguments urged. for the ſecond ſiege of 
Tanjour. At the ſame time Comera trumped up ſome ſtory to amuſe the Rajah, 
aſſuring him, that he had ſettled every thing with Governor Wynch, and that 
the Rajah had nothing to fear, notwithſtanding Comera knew his deſtruction 
was determined upon. The Rajah, before the war was commenced, wrote to the 
Governor of Madraſs, profeſſing his intentions of adhering to his engagements, 


ank 
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and mentioning his having ſent this bill on Mr. Benfield. That das think- 
ing this letter required ſome notice on his part, wrote a letter to the Prefident 
and Council, that he thought it neceſſary to explain what he knew of the matter, 
as his name was mentioned by the Rajah, though unneceſſarily. He obſerved, that 
- black man to the ſouthward, with whom be had ſome mercantile concerns, had Tro 
a bill upon him without his authority, on the ſecurity of a mortgage in the Tan- 
ur country; and that ** the inſtant he was adviſed of the matter he reelle ir 
e altogether, knowing it was his duty to do ſo as a ſervant obedient to the orders of 
the Honourable Company ;” and that his Highneſs the Nabob was well 
acquainted with all the circumſtances. This black man to the ſouthward was Mr. Ben- 
field's ſervant Comera z and Mr. Benfield now alledges, that he has mortgages in 
the Tanjour country to a great amount. I cannot in a fitter place introduce ſome 
extracts from authentic tranſlations of letters from the King of Tanjour, - ſince 
Lord Pigot's confinement, as it will complete the Characters of Mr. Beafield and 
his Dubaſh, and tend to elueidate the foregoing. 
The Rajah, in a letter to his Vaqueel at Madraſs, ſays, 
On the 1ſt Shaban (15th September) Mr. Benfield and Coletapa Moodaly “ 
© came to deliver me Mr, Stratton's letter. The gd being a feaſt day I was 
*. viſited by Coletapa Moodaly only; on the sth they came together, and 
*. defired that I would anſwerthe Governor's letter. Upon my promiſing to 85 
* ſo, Mr. Benfield told me, that he would give me a copy of what I was 
et write, I aſked him, why he ſhould diftate an anſwer to a letter 1 had 
er received? 1 faid, that 1 myſelf would do it. He told me, chat I muſt not act 
in that manner, that he would go and bring me what I was to write, He 
«.gecordingly the next day produced a foul copy of a letter in Engliſh, which I 
* * had tranſlated. Upon examining it, 1 found, that it touched on an accuſation of 
&« Lord Pigot. I then ſaid, that it was not proper for me to write ſuch things as 
* bad not an exiſtence; but that I would declare what had happened, and give a 
& direct anſwer to the letter 1 received. This I did, and he got it tranſlated 
te into Engliſh, after which he told me, that it was not proper, and that I muſt 
& do as be diremed me. I did every thing in my power to excuſe myſelf; but he 
t remained poſitive, and continued to importune me every day. On the 12th 
« Mr. Benfield called upon me, and ſoon after returned home. I then ſent for 
Cobetapa Moodaly, and ſaid to him, You prevent me from anſwering the 
© Governor's letter, and he will be offendetl at my not doing it. The oppoſition 
<« you mate is fruitleſs. You may depend upon it, that I will not write what you 
& defire m. Conſent then that I write a true account of what has buppened. You are 
© a man of conſequence. Let us ſettle this buſineſs amicably, and be not diſcontented. 
% He would give no ear to what I faid, but maliciouſly declared, that he wanted no 
ei ſuch anſwer to Mr. Stratton's Letter; and deſired that I would write an anſwer 
to the ſecond letter, which related to themſelves only. He then went away 
* threatening 
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* threatening, that be would not return again. — What a ſtate of uncertaint 
in at preſent ? Sbould this man wickedly miſrepreſent things, who will. behaye 
„ me? On Wedneſday the 13th I wrote and gave him an anſwer to the ſecond 
jetter 1 received, The anſwer to the firſt now remains by me. I told him, that 
« would be very happy if he received it; but, that, if he did not, I would 
«* ſend it through another channel. He told me, that he would not take it, and 
e defired me to mark what would bappen aſter his departure from bence. He added, 
© You will repent this when it is too late. I will ſee zhe time when you will be in the 
« ſame filuation with his Lordſhip, and that four counſellors ſhall be ſtationed berg. 
« Then ſee what will bgfal you. After this he went home. Mr. Benkeld gold 
« me, that, if I did as he deſired, he would ſettle every thing to my ſatisfaction, 
& and that it would be much to my advantage; if not, that I would meer with 
the reſentment of the Council, and none of my wiſhes would be accompliſhed. This 
«*< is the manner, in which he threatens me, If I refuſe him any thing, I know 
* not what conſequence may await me. Benfield does not conſider my Ration, or 
ve the reſpe& that is due to it.” e ee 

The circumſtance concerning the Dobbeer, which was objected to by ſome 
members of the Council, has been made a pretence of much complaint againſt 
Lord Pigot. The Dobbeer is a native of Tanjour, and has for Many Fen? had 
the chief management of the revenues of that country. When the Rajah was 
made a priſoner in 1773, the Dobbeer refuſed to ſerve the Nabob, till the Ryah 
laid his commands upon him. He was continued by the Nabob in charge of the 


which Captain Tonyn therefore told him he might take with him, informing 
him, that his horſes required a little reſt, The Dobbeer further Rey that 
his deputy might return with him alſo; and Captain Tonyn accordingly eſcorted 
them to Tanjour. The Dobbeer furniſhed Lord Pigot with the account of what 
the Nabob had received from the revenues of the Tanjour country during the time 
it was in his poſſeſſion, amounting to above a million and a balf fterling, excluſive 
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of the plunder of Tanjour, and the jewels taken from the Rajah' s women. The 


Nabob complains, that this act of Lord Pigot was an infringement of the treaty 
of Paris, and an act of hoſtility. If there was any act of hoſtility, it ſeems tha 
of the Nabob's carrying away the Rajah's ſubject. Captain Tonyn has. declared, 
th at be uſed no force, and ſhould not have thought bis orders had warranted uſing 


any. 
The majority of the Council, as is before obſerved, approved of this part of bis 


Lordſbip 4 Proceedings which was abſolutely neceſſary for the management of the 


Tanjour country in the diſtreſſed ſituation of the Rajab's affairs, even had matters 


been carried further than his Lordſhip ordered or Captain Tonyn proceeded. 


— 


It is faid Mr. Benfield, or Comera, carried down a very large ſum of money to 
Tanjour at the time Lord Pigor went thither. But the reſtoration of that country 


to the Rajah, and the puniſhment inflicted on Comera, (whom Craufurd had 
recommended likewiſe to Lord Pigot's ſervice,) put an end to all their projects in 


the Tanjour country, Mr. Benfield, ſeeing this, left no means untried to em- 


batraſs his Lordſhip. He alledged, that he had various claims on the Tanjour 
country; but theſe, ariſing from mortgages of the Nabob to him, were by a 
reſolution of Council deemed inadmiſſible, in conſequence of the Company's 
orders to reſtore the country and government to the Rajah z and it was alſo re- 
ſolved, that the adminiſtration could not interfere in his favour concerning his 
other claims, they not being ſufficiently explained. However Mr. Benfield, with 
whom moſt of the Madraſs people's fortunes are involved, had influence enough to 
get this reſolution revoked ; the Nabob having conciliated ſome of the members, 
who had ſupported his Lordſhip, and having it is ſaid boaſted publicly in his 
Durbar of having got a majority in Council. 


Nothing followed but continual diſſenſions in Council. There was a conſtant 
majority againſt Lord Pigot in every thing, which concerned the Nabob or Tan- 


jour; and Colonel Stuart having found, that Lord Pigot's protection would not 
be ſo profitable to him as the countenance of the adverſe party, eſtranged himſelf 
totally from Lord Pigot, and attached himſelf to Mr. Benfield, &c. Colonel 
Stuart, ſoon after his arrival, was appointed to the command of Vellour at the re- 


commendation of Sir Robert Fletcher, who aſſigned fuch good reaſons for this 
appointment, that I, as well as others of Lord Pigot's friends, very heartily 
concurred in the meaſure, although his Lordſhip had mentioned in Council, that 


Colonel Stuart wiſhed to go to the ſouthward. Some time after, when Colonel 
Stuart had changed his attachments, he wrote a flummery letter to Sir Robert 
Fletcher, claiming Tanjour as due to his ſtation, being the moſ? important com- 
mand; although only three companies of Europeans were in that place, and a 
whole battalion was at Vellour ; and Sir Robert Fletcher recommended, that he 


ſhould be accordingly . 


F. (See page 6.) 
And it was laid, that he was to carry a relation of Comera's as his Dubaſhe | 


— — 
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(See page 7.5 By 

"The Rajah's confidence was e in Lord Pigot for N and perhaps 
the Nabob is the more exaſperated, as he knows his conduct to the Rajah and his 
family, who were treated with great indignity, can never be forgiven by the Ra- 
Jah, or by the Mahrattas, of which nation the Rajah's family is. Of the ſenti- 
ments of the Mahrattas, the Nabob had a recent proof; for in the treaty of 
peace the Engliſh made with them, there was an article propoſed, mentioning the | 
Nabob as an old friend and ally of the Engliſh. But the Mahrattas would not 
admit him to be named in the treaty, ſaying, that, if he ſent his Vaqueel* o 
Poonah to make ſatisfaction about the Tanjour buſineſs, he might then mention 
What he wiſhed, The Nabob - had taken extraordinary pains to prevent Mr. 


Ruſſell's appointment; 5 a matter, in which apparently his intereſt was not in u an 5 
drgree concerned. Fg ds 


To ee eee S l 
(See page * einn 2 Fey 4 As jr £3 
This matter remained long in 1 and Lord ige on frequent occa: 
ſions repeated his requeſt, that Mr. Ruſſell might be allowed to go to Tanjour, 
even if the Council ſhould think proper to recall him in a few days; beggin 
that, as it was in itſelf a matter, which could not be of eſſential injury to the 
Company, they would grant it to his requeſt, if they till continued to think the 
appointment unneceſſary. However they were all inflexible z and this might very 


probably confirm Lord Pigot i in the" information he had received of Jour biving 
bound nenn 2 oath, TER 


| 5 264. 

; (et page 6.) et ee eee 

They object to the Preſident's 3 on the occaſion; but he was officially, not 

perſonally, concerned; and, if the Preſident was debarred voting on buſineſs 

brought before Council by him in bis official capacity, he would almoſt on no oc- 
caſion be entitled to give a vote. "IEF IE voted on their own motions. 


K (See page 10.) dt 
It was my opinion, that all the officers of the garriſon ſhould hve been af: 


ſembled on the occaſion ; but it was thought, this was making, it of too er a 
conſequence, 


0 L. ben bein m MY 
Lord Pigot ſhewed this letter to Mr, Ruſſell and me, os breakfaſt at. the 
garden- houſe. We agreed, that it had a very ſuſpicious appearance; but bis 
Lordſhip thought, it was only meant by Colonel Stuart as an apology to his party 
for leaving them, and bis Lordſhip was reſtrained by the delicacy of his own ſi- 
tuation, in conſequence of Colonel Stuart 's having fo long eſtranged himſelf with 
out cauſe. 


F 2 ext 3 Ty g » | 


— 
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Lord Pigot, being informed, that the Nabob was under the greateſt-apprehen- 
fiens from what had happened in Council, to quiet his fears, added the following 
paregraph.to a letter, which had been reſolved on in Council foe days before, 
A am perſuaded ſome ſubjects are treated of, in this letter, which are not pleaſ- 
44 to your Highneſs. It is my duty only, which could compel me to name them. 
But the perfect eſteem I ever have had for your Highneſs, and the friendſhip, I 
*« have always profeſſed, muſt make me ſolicitous, that all your. meaſures ſhould 
« tend to ſtrengthen the friendſhip between your Highneſs and the Company; 
4 and, if you can point out any manner, by which I can more fully teſtify my at- 
t tention to your highneſs, it will make me happy,” This letter his Lordſhip ſent 
to the Nabob the 24th of Auguſt, about noon, by Mr. Holland the Company's 
tranſlator, that the Nabob might be immediately made acquainted with the con» 
tents. His Lordſhip made this advance towards a reconciliation with the Nabob, 
as ſoon as thoſe perſons were removed from Council, whom his Lordſhip had good 
reaſon to believe took every means to ſet the Nabob in oppoſition to the meaſures 
he had recommended; and nothing can more clearly demonſtrate, that the Nabob- 
had nothing to fear from his Lordſhip, although theſe apprehenſions ſeem to be 
the chief grounds of che Bengal reſolution. in ſupport of Mr. Stratton, &c. 


N. (See page 18.) = 
They have accuſed Mr. Ruſſell, me, and Mr. Stone, of aiding and aſſiſting Lord 
Pigot, in breaking through the poſitive orders of the Company, which, they ſay, 
had compelled them to order Lord Pigot into arref, and to ſuſpend. us from the 
Company's ſervice. They, e Wh | 
OG. With neceſlity, | 
_ * The tyrant's plea, excuſed their deviliſh deeds,” 


I do not know any poſitive order of the Company I aided Lord Pigot in break- 
ing. But I know I mentioned in Council a few days before the following ſtand- 
ing order, to prove, that a Preſident was not liable to the cenſure of the Council, 
which, Mr. Mackay calling upon me to produte, T read in conſultation. | 

„ 15th Dec. 1676. Standing ordets, fol. 19. If a charge be againſt any of 
* the Council at the fort, in all fuch cafes, during the examination the party 
e concerned not to fit in Council. But if any charge be againſt the Agent“, that it be 
\* exhibited alſo to the Council, and ename , and copy thereof ſent us with the 
whole proceedings thereupon, that we may give you-necefſary orders therein.” : 
/ Of this ſtanding order therefore the gentlemen could not be ignorant; although 
their whole proceedings are in dire breach of thoſe pine orders of the Company 
at. the very period when the ſtanding order was made, which they publiſh as 

their autbority; and although they knew from a minute | had given in, that the 


* The Preſident or Governor . then ſo ſtiled. — 
application 


r 
application of that order w at leaſt diſputable, and proof was brought from the 
records, that it could not be underſtood in the ſenſe they conſtrued it. I may 
add, that in a ſubſequent: n order, made on the Fort St. David revolt, 
authority is given expreſsly to ſuſpend a Counſellor ;” but nothing is ſaid of the 


Pręſident, who, according to the commiſſion of nnn, cannot "Oy n. 
by the Gees of Directors. 


0. (See page 20 e 256 

They alledge, that hey, compoſing a majority of the hs n ; nn 
of Fort St. George and its dependencies, are by lau and the expreſs orders of the 
Company virtually the government. 

The Royal Charter, to which they appeal, in almoſt every lacs” in which 
the Council is tnentioned, requires the Governor, or in his abſence the Senior in 
Council on the Spot, (who is locum tenens) to be one. This matter has been ſo 
fully difcuſſed by another perfon, that I ſhall only obſerve from: that paper. 
The inftances referred to from the Charter (and there are no other that have 
any relation to the ſubject matter) are ſeventeen in number. 


Mie, the moſt important, prove, that the voice of the majority of "A 9 

« cil is of no effect without the. concurrence ' of the Preſident, = in his 
«abſence, of the Senior of the Council then reſident. 

© In three inſtances, the adminiſtration of oaths, in the moſt ha caſes,. 4s * 
c to be the act of the Preſident alone, ore in bin ablencay of the we Senior of 
44 the Council then reſident. 

« In ons inſtance it is to be the act of the Preddest * 05. ene of.. 
« any two of the Council. | 

* In one other- inſtance, it is to be act of the Preſident along. | 

1 One, the fifteenth, authoriſes the caſting vote on an equality of voices. 


In the uo laſt only, which we clearly . ne an OE: is ien 
_ © to the majority.“ 


But they were not. + andy The Preſident ates een of Cort * 
in confultation form the government, the Preſident having the caſing vote where 
voices are equal, If a member is abſent from ſickneſs or any other eauſe, he can- 


not vote by pray; nor can be give's public vate out of Council. The members - 


preſent at Madraſs, when Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke were ſul; 


Lord Pigot. Preſident. a. Mr. Ruſſel. 3. Sir Robert Fletcher, - 4. Mr. Dal- 
rymple. 5. Mr. Floyer. 6. Mr. Stone. 7. Me. Palmer, 8: Mr, — : 
Mr. Jourdan, and 10. Mr. Mackay. Sir Robert Fleicher and Mr. Lathom did not 
attend that Council; of the other eight members, four voted for the ſuſpenſion, 
and four againſt. it; fo that it was of courſe determiaed by the Preſident's caking 
vote. 

Whoever conſiders the commiſſion of government, veſting the decke in 
the RE and is Council, muſt allow, that * orders from the Secretary 


2 


OA were; 1. 


E 


| MI 
order of the gm, inſtead of the uſual, form by. order of» the Profident and 
Council, was ſubverſive of the conſtitutional government eſtabliſhed | by the Com- 
pany 's: commiſſion; and tending to introduce anarchy, all- officers being required 
in their commiſſions to obey the orders of the Pre/ident and Council, without any 
proviſo concerning a majority; and that the charge againſt two members, for 
ſigning ſuch a letter to the Secretary, was well grounded. However, it muſt 
be allowed, that every member of the council is reſponſible to the Court of 
Directors only for the vote he gives in Council; and it is always to be enn 
men give their votes on Judgment, as appears to them juſt. - 
”- KMS Company' $ commiſſion of government orders, that all a «KH of 


: | 7 Council, except thoſe abſent as chiefs of ſubordinate ſettlements, ſhall. be ſums 


moned ; end the Preſident and. majority preſent, all being duly ſummoned, con- 
1 — the government. But the idea, that ſuſpended members ſhall be ſu moned 
to attend, is ridiculous. Had Sir Robert Fletcher, and the other members, who 
were ſummoned to attend next. day, thought the ſuſpenſion againſt the rules of the 
Company” s ſervice, they ought to have attended Council, to have diſcuſſed that 
point, wherein perhaps the majority might have concurred in ſentiment with them, 
which would have indeed conftituted them the majority, though not the government. - 
By their non-attendance, all the legal authority of the Company devolved on the 
Preſident and the majority of the members, who were preſent z and, had they 
been actuated with a ſpirit of reſentment, the letter was ſufficient ground for ſuſ- 
pending the whole. But neither the Prefident, nor any other perſon, ſhewed the 
leaſt defire to carry matters further, than was abſolutely neceſſary for the 'Com- 
pany's intereſt and ſupport of the government they had eſtabliſhed.” *No' notice 
was: therefore taken of the letter, as it could not have been taken into conſidera- 
tion, without proceeding further; and it was underſtood, as the general ſenti- 
ment, that they ſhould be ſummoned to Council again on i Monday, that ON 


_ | 
P. eee e. . | - 
In their i as they call it, immediately after their whereas, they 
tack us to Lord Pigot, as having by various arbitrary and illegal acts atiempitd to 
ſuperſede in them the authority of the Company, which, they ſay, can be de- 
* monſtrated to every individual, by the following meaſures, which they have at- 


© tempted to execute, and then, when they come to their gt on their whole 
charge is againſt Lord Pigot, 


1, That he had maintained, he would not put queſtions owl by the members 
of the majority, if he did not chooſe to do ſo. 

2. That he had a right to adjourn the Council contrary to the opinion of 8 
majority. 


3. That, by putting a negative to any reſolution of a majority, he can ſtop 
the execution of ſuch reſolution. 


— mo. 
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On theſe three heads Lord Pigot had expreſſed himſelf very: clearly. 1 d 
of a general letter to the Court of Directors, propoſed to be ſent hy the Gren- 
ville; which he laid before the Council the 19th of Auguſt, in rephy to a former 
minute of the majority; and, therefore, theſe matters being virtually: referred to 
the Court of Pirectors, who were alone competent to decide upon them, are hand 
improperly given as motives for their conduct. 

The following is part of the draft of the general letter above referred Wevich>> 

<* On the gth of July, the majority of ſeven gave in a minute againſt your Pre- 
* ſident, for, iſt, having aſſerted a right. to adjourn the Council; adly, for hav- 
_ © ing in the civil department refuſed. to put a Previous queſtion, although deſired by 
many of the board, who had not had time to. conſider of the propoſition laid 


© before them; 3dly, for having refuſed to put a queſtion regularly moved for re- - 


© ſcinding a former reſolution of Council; and Athly, for. having aſſerted, that a re- 
e ſolution of the majority. of dle nd cannot be carried into e without * 
r e 

* Your Preſident inks it proper on this occaſion to e chin hoithinks the 
e preſervation of order and propriety in government makes it neceſſury for the 
ec power of adjournment. to be in the Preſident z without Which a faction, with 


* ſtrong conſtitutions, by relieving each other might force the Preſident, *who 


is obliged to remain in the chair, into whatever meaſures they pleaſed. Was 
© your Preſident to adjourn, to evade any. charge, either againſt bimſelf, or his 
*« f;jends, there might be ground of complaint, not for the adjourmnent, but the 
e motive of it. But in tranſacting the public concerns of your government; if 
< the members of the Council, inſtead of aſſiſting your Preſident wich their ad- 


60 vice, are to aſſume the reins, and determine what is fit in their private meet- 


© ings, and come to Council only to dictate to your Preſident, it is impoſſible |. 


e for your affairs to eſcape ruin. Vour government muſt be ſupportt. _ bs | ret 
„Tour Preſident thinks, he has a right to require of every member of the „ 
* Council an opinion upon ſuch matters, as he may lay before them; and there. 


fore, that it is improper to admit of a Previous en which may ren 
him of that opinion. 

The forms and rules of popular aſſemblies are not all applicable to a coun- 
e cil board; and, if they were introduced, inſtead of promoting buſineſs, would 
« impede it, and throw every thing into confubon. In the inſtance referred to, 
« your Preſident did not require a haſty deciſion. He declared his readineſs to 
&« ſit as long as they pleaſed; but was convinced, the members of the majority 
« merely urged delay, becauſe it was ſuppoſed Mr. Dawſon would not attend an- 
ac other Council, and, that, by poſtponing the buſineſs your Preſident would be de-. 
<< prived of that gentleman's ſupport in a meaſure, which appears of infinice con- 


« ſequence to your affairs, viz. ſending Mr. Ruſſell to Taryour. Mr. Dawſon, + 


«« ſeeing the dilemma, into which your Preſident was reduced, in a very becoming 
© manner declared, he would not turn his back on your ſervice, and would 
se "Re attend on a future day; and your Preſident muſt. do Mr. Dawſon: the 


juſtice ;, : 


1165401 «LET 
. joſtkee to' fry; be erer ered h ready ſopport in the udminiftration of 


your affairs. 
| — Your Preſident cannot ed nemme; hat, when fas bids put Sir 
« Robert Fletcher's motion for reſeinding the :tefoletion of che Ouncil of the 17th 
of June againſt tmembers of the Counen vifting the Nabob, he took notice, 
© that it was almoſt the only queſtion, which he would not put; that che re- 
< ſolution was entirely conformable to your orders, to ancient uſage, and 
for good government"; that reſcinding the reſolution would be a breach of your 
«© orders, and tend to involve your affairs in difficulties for noreefon ; and, that in- 
* tercourſe with the country governinent was 1 privilege, which you had been 
60 pleaſed to reſt in your 7 folely, and therefore was what the Council could 
© not agitate with propriety. - However, in the minute above referred to, the ma- 
« jority declare, that the reſolution of the 17th of June is legally, e art in the 
5 uſual form, reſcinded,” which your Preſident eannet admit. 
|. «© Your Preſident, from an attentive conſideration of the commiſſion of govern- 
„ ment, thinks his Council are appointed the better to enable him to manage your 
« Affairs. He thinks, that he can do nothing without a majority of his Council; 
5 arid he thinks fo great a deference is due to that majority, as to require the Pre- 
e fident to eoncur with them on ordinary occafions, but nat in diſobedience to your 
„ commands. On the contrary, he thinks, his duty to the Company obliges him 
«© not to concur with a ſettled majority, he ny rler nene 0 A 
to your intereſts, and contrary 10 your order.: 

The objection, concerning Lord Pigot's refuſing to put a queſtion to PIP vote, 
requires ſome further explanation. The eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the ſervice, con- 
firmed by the Company's orders, and the recent reſolutions of the Council, when of 
public' advertiſement was affixed to the gates to that effect, many of the members 

of the preſent majority concurring therein, confine all intercourſe with the country = 
powers to the Preſident. By the laxity of government, this, and almoſt every 
other regulation, had been broken through. Not long before our arrival this or- 
der was enforced, forbidding viſits to the Nabob, &c. without the Preſident's 
leave; and the Governor General and Council in Bengal, to whom the matter had 
been referred by Mr. Wynch and his Council, declared the prohibition was con- 
formable to the Company's orders and the former practice. On Lord Pigot's 
arrival, finding ſpies had been kept on the Nabob to bring account of every thing 
he ſaid, bis Lordſhip informed the Nabob, that he had removed all theſe and would 
not reftrain any body from viſiting him; being perſuaded his Highneſs would pay 
fo much attention to his old friend's advice, that no other perſon would be able to 
prevail.againſt it, ſhould there be any ſo inclined. When Lord Pigot found, 
that the proceedings in Council were communicuted to the Nabob, and had good 
reaſon to believe members had given the Nabob advice to obſtroct him in the ma- 
- nagement of the Company” s affairs, he thought i it proper to withdraw the general 
licence; and, on a motion in Council, it paſſed as a reſolution, that no member of 
the Council ſhould-viſit or receive viſits from the. Nabob-or his ſons, | 


Kir 
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Sir Robert Fletcher was one, who voted againſt this reſolution. Some time 
after. he propoſed a motion to reſcind that reſolution, which his Lordſhip refuſed 
to put, for the reaſons he has aſſigned i in the draft of the general letter. It may 
allo be obſerved, that if members in a minority can again introduce, when they 
pleaſe, a matter, which has been carried by a majority, the ſame ſubject may be 
eternally renewed, and a total ſtop put to all buſineſs. At the ſame time Lord 
Pigot refuſed to put' this queſtion of Sir Robert Fletcher for reſcinding a former 
reſolution, his Lordſhip offered to put one by Mr. Mackay for reſcinding another 
reſolution ; becauſe ibis did not concern the Company. eſſentially, but 18 | 
However Mr. Mackay declined having it put, as the other was refuſed, _. 

Lord Pigot's narrative mentions Mr. Mackay's having propoſed in Council to 
ſeize the Nabob's perſon. Mr. Mackay afterwards endeavoured to perſuade me, / 
that my objections to it as a breach of public faith, which no-apprehenſions could 
vindicate, were e romnatic, and that my notions were incompatible with public bu- 
ſineſss. | 

To return to the proclamation. 

They omit to take notice, that Lord Pigot had ſo lately as the 22d of Au2 
| guſt aſſured them, in regard to his claim of a negative, that, if they would ad- 

mit it till the pleaſure of the Court of Directors was known, he would never put 

that negative, except on extraordinary occaſions, where nn * of the Com- 
pany was eſſentially at ſtake. * 

They are equally happy in the inſtance they bring of its dangerous tendency, 
and in the manner they expreſs themſelves. They call it “ a. ſyſtem, which 
< proves to the meaneſt capacity, that it is replete with the greateſt dangers to 
te the- community, and expreſly contrary to the conſtitution of the government 
< veſted in the hands of more than one member. 7. hus, -if an enemy invaded this 
- ſertlement, and the Preſident choſe to oppoſe preparations for the public de- 
_ fence, it is evident, that the loſs of the ſettlement might attend ſuch powers 
<* in the hands of an i!/-diſpo/ed Preſident; and further if ſuch a ſyſtem was ſup- 
ported, and a Preſident veſted with ſuch powers was deteZed in ſacrificing the 
« Public intereſt to bis own, it is clear, chat no Ie of detection or puniſoment 
“could be carried againſt him,” 

It muſt be left to the proclamators to elite their paradox of detection. A 
Preſident is equally amenable to the law with any other perſon ; but the puniſhment 
of a Preſident, in all other caſes, is reſerved by the Court of Directors to them- 
ſelves. Whenever neceſſity tequires an irregular interference, that neceſſity mult be 
very clear and urgent ; and the interference muſt be the public and temperate act 
of the community. It requires ſomething more than a hypothetical conjecture, - 
that Lord Pigot would be wanting in the neceſſary defence of Fort St. George qu . 
an enen. God guard it from foreign foes in its Nee. W | 
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e to Colonel Stuart K of Council; the m ajority ving, 
* before reſolved on che neceſſity of ſending Colonel Stuart. This necg ty. A 
| OF ſince. they aſſumed the government, Colonel Stuart” 8 preſence being. 
thought, ſtill more neceſſary for. their protection. They alledge, that the Preſident 
ſnatched out. of Mr. Brooke's. hand the letter to the . They had aſſert- 
ed the ſame thing before i in, a, minute, and appealed to Mr., Ruſſell, me, and Mr. 
Stone, We $06.0, a joint minute, declaring, ** we. ſaw no, impropriety in the 


« manner the Preſid at too the paper ſigned, by Meſſrs. i and e 


R. Cee page. 2 21 8 


lo their proclangiion, by, way, of proving, that Lord Pigot ſagtched the roger. 
out of Mr. Brooke's hand, they remark, that, as he came from his cloſet pre- 
<< pared, it muſt have been his intention to ſeize the paper as ſoon as it was ſigned 
„by as, many. of the, majority as he wanted to get rid of; that by. his ca/t- 
< ing vote he carried the motion for their e chat although it Wag moved 
<< to, adjourn the, Counęil, axgviay ta his putting. the, queſtion, he would nat bear 
«it, and proceededs, and a3, ſpon, as be. bad, effected his. . 
Council, * the members of the majority then ſtaig, | refiſed. to . 
cc it. 

As they, were, agitated. by Went paſſion, it is, not wonderful, their account af 
what paſſed is not accurate. 

Before the ate was.ſigned, Lord Pigot had declared, that, although he would. 
not call upon gentlemen for their ſentiments on matters not befoxe the board, and. 
which they might, baye, many, reaſons for wiſhing not to give, this letter was in- 
tended as a public. act, in which every member was concerned. When Mr. 
Stratton had ſigned it, his Lordſhip took the paper, and looked attentively at the 
ſignature. When Mr, Brocke had ſigned it, bis Lordſhip defired it might be hand- 
ed to hig. Me. Brooke, perhaps not beating, he being deaf, withheld it; 
offering it to Mr. Floyer, who ſaid to him, Lord. Pigot wants . to. ſee it, or words ta 
that effect: and, from what his Lordſhip, had before ſaid, it might naturally be 
inferred, that he meant to hand it over to Mr. Ruſſall, who was next to Nur. 
Brooke in rank, and ſat on the oppoſite ſide of the tahle. 

When Lord Pigot had received, the paper, he removed it from the quire 3 and 
folding it up, put it cloſe in his pocket, ſaying, he would ſtop. the buſineſs in that 
ſtage, and took out of the other pocket the charge. When it was read, there was 
the utmoſt confuſion ; the various members expreſſing their paſſion different 
ways. Mr. Mackay talked of calling i in the military, Some called to adjourn. 
Lord Pigot ſaid, that, having given a charge againſt two members, he, in pur- 
ſuance of the ſtanding orders, moved, That they ſhould withdraw; explaining 
himſelf, that he did not mean to leave the room, but only their ſeats at the Coun= 


cil 


„ a 


eil tube. Whether an adjoritnment was to be conſidered, or the charge; - this 
undoubtedly was the frſt ſtep in reglilarity ; for members, againſt whom a charge 
is made, are unqueſtiorabiy as incompetent to vote for an adjourhmentz n on 
any other que ſtioh. Several of the gentlemen pripoſing different things; and all 
being in confuſivn, ſome writing minutes; particularly Mr. Stratton, I obſerved; 
that the proceedings were very irregolary and begged to know, whethet it w#R 
meant to adjour to give the gentlemen time to make a reply to the charge; bt 
whether, addreſſing myſelf then to Mr. Stratton, that paper was intended as 4 
reply, He ſaid, he did not conſider it as a charge, and that it did not deſerve 
any anſwer, Mr. Ruſſell had taken-him aſide to recommend to him to deſire an 
adjournment, However, both the gentlemen declaring to the ſame effect, as Mr. 
Stratzon. had before done, Lord Pigot moved, that they ſhould be /a/pended until 
the Company's pleaſure be known, which was accordingly done; and 1 am well 
convinced that it was not the ſenſe of the majority to adjourn on any other conſi- 
Jderation but to give the gentlemen. time. Saying that the members of the majority 
ſtayed and refuſed to conſent to the adjournment, is an ambiguous expreſſion. If, 
by the members of the majority, they mean the members of the former majority, or, 
if they mean to include Me. Sttitroh arid Mr. Brooke, t admit the members of 
the majority were ben a guinſt the adjournment; although ſome of themſelves had 
propaſed it beforo. Bu if they mean the majority of the Council preſent, who had 
ſoſpended thoſe gemlemen, I am ſafe thy were for the atfbuttimient ; the finds 
of men being too much inflamed to have allowed them to tranſact ay buſineſs, 
had it not been late in the day. Their reaſoning upon this, being above my com- 
prehenſiori, if by me unahſwõerable. 1 Hit 9-11 | Ras 


ky Ss (Ste page 22.) 8 77/7 hh 
Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke being ſiſpetided,” aud Mr. RUHE thereby becom- 
ing ſecond, or in fact Deputy-Governor, it was neceflary to'publiſh' the fame to 
the garriſon in general orders. Thi following is copy of chem. 
G. O. Fort St. Grorge,' 22d Augüſt, 177 The Right Honburable 
<« the Preſident and Codtitif haviby cHought ix neceſfary to ſuſpend George 
Stratton and Henry Brocke, Eſcquires, from the Honourable Com- 
« pany's ſervice, the hofours of ſecond of the Coaſt devolve on Claud 
« Ruſſell, Eſquire, who is to receive them accordingly. -  _ 
_ * By order of the Preſident and Council, 
(Signed} R. J. SULLIVAN, Secretary.“ 
Ho they could therefore aſſert in this proclamation, „That Be (Lord Piget 
ve jſſued in public military orders the ſaid illegal attempt, as the act of the GU 
<* vernor and Council,“ is very aſtoniſhling! Equally ſo is their conclufion;” in 
which are theſe words, thereby attempting, in violation of every right and pi. 
« vilege of this conſtitutional government, to aſſume a perſonal power over the 
* military.” Had his Lordiſflip ined in his own name the orders in garriſon,” he 
he a G 2 b certainly 
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certainly would not hive exceeded the authority veſted in him by his. commiſſion; 
as Governor of the fort, and Commander in Chief of all the Forces in it. 5 

The third charge they gloſs over in general terms. Perhaps had they 
patkeularly mentioned, that all of them had been ſuſpended. by the Preſident. 
and Council, it might have raiſed doubts, how they could acquire authority. 
They therefore confine their charge to an unſpecitied violent attempt of Lord 
got to ſuperſede the whole authority of en; x in FI] it was e. KY: 1 1555 
* charter and the orders of the e ©: 8 


. 9 & lee 
This Ada like an 45 of Parliament. Having begun their d in the 
name of his Majefty and the Eng liſb nation, aer _ ano, a> it Proper to end 
like King Lords and Commons; 
 Meflrs. Stratton and Brooke were ſuſpended the 1206 of Auguſt in the afrernioon: 
The only buſineſs at the n next day” s conſultation was to defer the conſideration of 
their letter. 


| « e en ties from the Commander i in Chief. 
0 ſt A furgeon' $ aſlſtant 1 Nog | Ordered to lie onthe able. 


* 2dly, A ſerjeant and nine invalid artillery to „een i equi no — 
Bien ſolution. 


* gdly, A ſeijeant of artillery from the Mount to | 14 
6 be ſent to Muzulapatam to fill the place of a} Ordered accordingly. 
te ſtore-ſerjeant lately deceaſed there. 
= Laſtly, Lieutenant James Johnſtone of the en- 
« cineers, employed in a ſurvey of the Chica- | 
* cole Circar, be granted leave to come to Ma- | 
% draſs, as ſoon as he had finiſhed the ſurvey | 
«** of the Bomatty diſtri, about which he is now I A.. Eng 
employed, on account of his having a bad x ms Orgy: 
e ſtate of health to the northward, and his de- 
fire of doing duty at- the Preſidency, to ac- | 
% quire a knowledge of that eſſential part of his 
e profeſſion, the conſtruction of fortifications, 12 


On the ſame day, 23d of Auguſt, in the afternoon, we made the reſolutions to 
put Sir Robert Fletcher in arreſt, and to ſuſpend Meſirs, Floyer Palmer Jourdan, 
and Mackay, for circulating in the garriſon letters tending to incite mutiny and 
ſedition; and to appoint Colonel Stuart to the command of the troops: ſo 
that the concluſion of their proclamation, **to indemnify all ſervants civil and 
% military againſt any oppreſſion or diſadvantage they have ſuffered, or may ſuffer by 
= SO; I authority of Lord Pigot and his aſſociates,” is completely ri: 

diculous, -- 


. | , 
Ln 
diculous. The only act done by us, which has been a diladiqtana to any ſer»; 
vant civil or military except themſelves, was appointing Colonel Stuart to the. 
command of the troops. The diſadvantages, which have ariſen from thence, are 1 
manifold; though perhaps it may be. found, they were 1 to account for ae 
Ae without this forge ck raden. ds 1 ate OS SIND ian fs 
(tt DAY [115355 das 135 UE) 
D. Gee page 20050 #576 OY MAP 57) 
This quotation ws finding orders of 16y8, and another of 1704, bad eg 
made by them in a minute delivered in ſome days before; and I gave in a minute 5 
in anſwer to ſhew, that a forced conſtruction was put on the firſt, and that the ober 
was of no authority. Some time before Sir Robert Fletcher, &c. had exploded as 
obſolete the orders of 1712. It is unneceſſary to take any notice of the ſecond quos- 
tation, as they have themſelves dropt it; but, as the firſt quotation is the only 
ground of their pretenſions, it requires particular conſideration; eſpecially from 
the reſolution of the Governor General and Council of nn to er Nara 
Stratton, &c. as the conſtitutional government. ur 
It appears from the ſtanding order itſelf, that it aroſe kauen &roples of n any - 
thing ordered in Council by majority of votes.” By leaving out the firſt part of the 5 
ſtanding order, they intended, that it ſhould be underſtood as the Company's ori- 
ginal conſtitutional regulation of the proceedings in Council, But the ſtanding or- 
der did not lay down or define, what was neceſſary to conſtitute an order of Council. 
That was a matter. on which no ſcruples had ariſen. The Company always had 
annexed a particular reſponſibility to the perſon of their Preſident, which would be 
highly ridiculous, if he has no more authority, than the youngeſt, or even an oc- 
caſional, member of the Council. The ſtanding order does not imply, that a ma- 
jority of the Council without the Preſident was thereby conſtituted the government: 7]. - 
It only extends to acting any NE: ordered\i in Conncih, eee the Council were not 
unanimous. N 
The conſultations of 1690, and the Comin! 8 general ant on the ſubject of j 
thoſe differences, ſucceeding the ſtanding order, ſhew in the cleareſt manner, that it 
never was an idea of thoſe times, that the wy of nn Was 8 board, weep . 
out the Governor. (8) 
The Company's letter of 1691-2, above referred to, furely evinces; that the # 
Company thought all the other members of the Council wt had not yo . 
power of government excluſive of the Preſident. | 
I cannot avoid referring to a recent, and I think a convincing ere Fr 
Preſident's authority, in the diſmiſſion of Mr. Wynch by the Court of. Directors 
for the Tanjour buſineſs, which was determined in Council without. (La believe) 
one diſſenting voice. For I cannot comprehend upon what ptineiple of common 
fenſe or common juſtice a Governor alone is to be removed; unleſs it be admitted 
that this Governor had it in his power to prevent the meaſure for which he is 
condemned. I am ſure, the Company? s executive government abroad never was 
republican; and I am well convinced, if there is to be no actual head, there will 
be 


Rn 


f — fn the adminiſtration, and nothing but anarchy and confas 
fon can enſue, 

*'The Governor General, ai Council of Bengal, Have, in cointdthbontos ef 
Eord Plgot, decfared the origins! confiitution'in' all the Company's prefiden- 
* cies veſted the authority in the majority of the Council,” The original conflita- 
tion can only be determined by ancient records; and in the records of Fort St. 

| George, which go back for abeut 100 years, there is not one order, or one in- 
- ſtance, to ſhew, that the original conſtitution-was ſuch as they have been 5 
ta declare it. On the contrary the records of 1690 and: 1692 ſhew clearly, that 
- It was ut. They quote a8 proof a paragraph i in late letter from the Court of 
Nirecturs to them. Fhe matter in queſtion: was wha? the Court of Directors, 
could pleaſe to declare the conſtitution ſhould be. Nobody ever diſputed their 
authority to veſt it in a. majority, if they thought proper. Lord Pigot had only 
defired it might be left till their pleaſure was known. But nothing can be mare 
uziaſt, than to! paſs. judgment an his Lordſhip, by the. words of 2 paragraph, 
which be bad never ſeen. At the ſame time it very often happens, that orders, 
given on a particular event, where on the firſt impulſe, the impropriety appears 
Bagrant,: ſhall: convey much mote than would: have been ſaid, had all circum- 
ſtances been conſidered: It is alledged this paragraph in the Company's general 
leiter, giving to tha majority the whole authority and power of adjournment from 
time ta time, arofe: ſrom a: precipitate adjournment of the Council by the Gover- 
nor General,” when there was. ſomething introduced, that ſeemed: to lead to a 
charge againſt himſelf or ſome of his friends. But when the Court of Directors 
come to conſider all that has happened on the coaſt of Coromandel, they ma 
think: greater danger ta the Company's: affairs may enſue. from granting the unli=, 
mited power to a majority, than the original conſtitution was likely to produce, 
where a Preſident can de not bing without' a majority but where he is veſted with 
a negative, which he will very ſeldom exert, as it can ſcarce ever be exerted but 
in prevention of hat he may judge prejudicial to the Company. 

/ Phe ancient conſtitution of the Company, by which a charge againſt the Pre- 
ſident is to be heard in Council, and the proceedings are to be ſent home to the 
Company, very amply provides for a full enquiry into a Preſident's conduct. A 
eanſultation) muſt be held once a weck, and a Governor, who is charged with any 
offence; muſt permit that charge to be examined before any other buſineſs: can be 
proceeded upon; and he cannot, without adrhitting the charge, adjourn the 
Council, except for a reaſonable: time to prepare himſelf; becauſe the Council is 
continued till late hours, or becauſe heats are carried to too great lengths,. which 
require an adjournment, that men may have time to cool and recollett them- 
ſelves. All thee: appear: very ſufficient reaſons: for adjournment, and ſuch. as 
could not be refuſed: to 2 Preſident, or indeed to another member, unleſs the 
minds of men are miſled by paſſions, which diſqualify them for publie judg- 
ment; and from theſe and all other conſiderations, the power of adjournment 
Fe e lodged in the Preſident. I a: majority may determine to pro- 


— 


ceed 
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en bete e p and adjourn; from W it ſeems. 
to me, that two governments are eſtabliſhed; Let us ſuppoſe, that tho Governor 
ſummons a Council to attend him ar the ſame hour the majority had appointed 
à meeting, and ſome members accordingly. obey the Governor's ſummons... Un- 
queſtionably, whatever reſolutions are paſſed by him and the majority of meme: 
bers preſent with him, have all the authority of government, although it is poſs; 
ſible they may be diametrically oppoſite to the reſolutions. of the majority at their 
meeting. I give this one inſtance, to ſhew, that the Court of Directors either 
were nat aware of all. ee. or a ſenſe is pt pens that letter, which it 
cannot baar. | ; 

Almoſt the firſt act of the ftif-made. goverament. was ts write letters to- Mr. 
Ruſſell, myſelf;. and Mr. Stone ; in which they ſays © Tha very illegal and un- 
conſtitutionaſ conduct you bave ſhewn in the ſupport you have given to Lord 
Piget convinces us, that no dependence can be placed on you; and conſidering, 
* how much the affairs aof the Company have ſuemd through theſe means, we 
© are reduced to the neceflity- of ſuſpending; you, and you are accordingly hereby. - 
© ſuſpended: from the ſervice.” They afterwards. wrote a ſimilar letter to- Mr. La- 
2 who was lately come from Cuddalore, and had attended Her en 

ouncil. | 

Theſe gentlemen had 4 little while before: alledged- i in a „bn ed is, 
that it was againſt humanity. and juſtice. to condemn a man unheard ; and in 
the letter they ſent by the notary public, they; had laid it down} as a poſition, that 
no conſultation; could be legal, where all the members were not ſummoned. 
However none of us were ever ſummoned by them to attend any Council. Their 
conſultations: were indeed of a different nature; becauſe. that regulation of: ſum- 
moning all the members is in the Company commiſfion of government, from 
which they could derive no authority, as it expreſly ſays, Lord Pigot was to re- 
main in office till removed by the Court of. Directors; and being a government of 
their own-making, they ſurely had a right to make it as they pleaſed, againſt bu- 
manity as it i obviouſly was againſt juſtice. It has been ſeen in theit proclamation, 
that when they came to the ſpecification of offences, they had nothing to alledge 
againſt ut; and all their complaints are confined to Lord Pigat; and although I 
had on former occaſions given my opinion in Council, what was the ſenſe of the 
Company's orders in their commiſſion of government, by which I was conſtitutec 
a member of the Council, and of the conſtitution of government as well from 
that commiſſion as from the ancient records and the royal charter, the other gen- 
tlemen had not; and theſe were merely opinions, Which, if any member thought 
neceſſary to refute, was only to be done by ſhewing the clear orders of the Com- 
pany ſetting afide that ancient conſtitutior, and the recent commiſſion. But 
this no one ever attempted. It is true Sir Robert Fletcher had repeatedly. hint- 
ed, that he intended to move the Council to take theſe opinions into conſidera- 
tion; and declared, that he thought they merited ſuſpenſion; and I as often defied 
him to bring his charge againſt me, laughing at the abſurdity of making a 1 
ag. 


— bon eg, 
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| chat amy WTO for the ſenſe he entertained of the Company's orders. They: 
in — ſatisfied themſelves with invective and general poſitions of their own. 


Tonly ſtand accuſed of giving my ſupport to Lord Pigot, that i is, of doing 


e duty required of me by the Company, when they appointed me in Council; 


in which ſtation I at all times executed to the beſt of my abilities my duty to the 


Company, oppoſing every meaſure which 1 diſapproved, whether it had or had 
not the Prefident's countenance, and ſupporting every meaſure I thought right. 


It is unneceſſary for me to ſay any thing more on that ſubject ; except that it is 


as impoſſible for me to divine, as it is for them to explain, in what inſtance the 


Company's affairs have ſuffered through me, unleſs they mean to accuſe me of 
being acceſlary to their getting the management of the Company's affairs. 

The morning after Lord Pigot's confinement, the Nabob came into the fort 
to congratulate Mr. Stratton, and gave public teſtimony of his rejoicing, by diſ- 
tributing rice and ſugar, which is done only on public occaſions of proſperous 
events. It is reported, however, tbey have endeavoured in vain to get from bim in 
writing the ſanttion of his name to the meaſures they have purſued. But his gold 
has the credit of being the inſtrument, which brought about theſe events. Lord 
Pigot is almoſt the only man he has met with, either King's or Company” s, Who 
cannot be diverted from his public line; and of conſequence there is no man, of 
whom he ſtands ſo much in awe. His Lordſhip's rule has always been to eonſi- 
der what is moſt acceptable to the Nabob in the manner, but that the Company's 


buſineſs muſt be done; and this nothing can divert him from. The Nabob 


knew his Lordſhip very well, and was weak enough to employ conjurors 
to prevent his Lordſhip's arrival. But he now finds, that gold is the moſt 
efficacious + enchanter; and I am aſſured, from what I think very good au- 
thority, that, ſince his Lordſhip's confinement, Hyder Ally's Vaqueel has af- 
firmed ** The Nabob's ſecond ſon declared to him, that he, Mr. Benfield and 
Colonel Stuart contrived and executed it, and that he can now do in Council 
* what he pleaſed. It appears from the affidavit of Mr. Randall, who is gone 
to England in the Grenville, that this ſecond .ſon of 'the Nabob, had been tam- 
pering for his Lordſhip's aſſaſſination. I eonelude the Grenville muſt be arrived 
before this comes to hand. I ſhall ſay nothing more on that ſubject, but that I 
think the part the gentlemen at Bengal have taken in determining to ſupport Mr. 
Stratton, &c. will ſecure his Lordfhip's perſon for the preſent. 

Some time before Lord Pigot was confined (21ſt July) an anonymous Perſian 
letter was left in the fort- houſe. In this letter are the following paragraphs. 

I can with great eaſe procure many proofs, in writing, of the aſſiſtance given 
to the Nabob by the members of the Council; and I ſhall, in preſence of his 
* Lordſhip, make a full declaration of 'what ſums have been received by theſe 
« ** gentlemen, : on condition, that the members of the -Company in Europe ſhall 

give me a cowle granting me their protection.“ | 

It is not amiſs on this paragraph to obſerve, that one day in Council, before 
Lord Pigot went to Tanjour, Sir Robert Fletcher expreſſed ſurprize, that there 


Was 


Lal 


was not a letter fram the Nabob, and unguardedly recited ſome. aids 
which were cantained in a letter ſeat by be Nabob ſoon after, 1 happened | 
to be withdrawn, when he recited. LF ole circumſtances; but they were ſq poig 
that both Lord Pigot — Mr. Ruſſell aſterwards took notice of them do me. 

The anonymous letter proceeds thus. 

The Nabab ſays. publickly in his Durbar, bo js Lord Pigot? I will nat 
hy . condeſeeng; to ſee him, and I will ſpend crores to get him turned out of bis. govern- 

* ment, My ſons even ſpall not be permitted to viſit bim. Tbe Commodore, 4 Surgar 
2 of the King of England, ſees me often, and T can manage my affairs through bis 

* Means. 

Amir ul Omra, the Nabob's ſecond ſon, has declared publickly, that he 
has been at great pains to form a majority, in his favour, of the members of the 
<< Board; and that Lord Pigot will ſhortly be turned out of the Council room. 

* The Nabob was once determined to have entered into all Lord Pigot's mea» 
<« ſures, as he was convinced, his Lordſhip was not to be led into his. But ſome 
„ Engliſh gentlemen told him, that he ſhould not liſten to his Lordſhip; that the 
* King of England and the Parliament were his friends, and could proſecute the 


| Company for their orders. The Nabob, thus inſtructed by them, grew bold and 


« refractory, or elſe he would haye aſſented to whatever the 5 —— required,” 
Soon after the Grenville's arrival, Lord Pigot told me, he was informed there 
were different opinions in the Nabob' s Durbar about the Tanjour buſineſs ; that 
the Nabob's old counſellors had given their opinion to this effect. This myſt be 
done. Lord Pigot is a firm man. But it may be done by conſent or by compulſion. 
< I ord P. has ever been your friend. If done in the manner he recommends, 
te you may be ſure of his friendſhip, and that nothing will ever be done without 
% your knowledge, and always in the manner leaſt exceptionable. But if he is 
** compelled to do this by the Company's authority, you cannot. know what it 


* may lead to, or what may be hereafter done by that authority,” 


The other party alledged, This was done not by the Nabob alone, but by 
e the Governor and Council and Court of Directors; that the Nabob had there; 


c fore a right to inſiſt that it Sig9/d,00 be undone, without. referring his.czſe to 


* the Court of Directors. 


Lord Pigot's Narrative refers to ſome information he 3 from one of the 
Nabob's family on this ſubject, which was contained in the draft of the general 
letter he propoſed to be ſent. to the Court of Directors by the r he fal- 
lowing is copy of that part. 

It muſt be very obvious, that all the bi which have G re in tranſ- | 
acting your affairs with the Nabob, not only ſince the arrival of the Grenville, 
* but for ſome years paſt, have ariſen from the Nabob's being infeſted by delign- 


5 * ing men about him, who haye had an intereſt of their own directly contrary to 


yours; and whilſt the Nabob reſides conſtantly. here, it 10 be impoſlibſe to 


20 keep all Europeans from him, and he has many means of dire 15 td his 
cauſe, within the limitation of the law, even admitting, that men 


ould be in- 


capable of being induced to accept offers, which your honours may ſatisfy your- 
S ſelves from Mr. Dawſon were made to him, 


ww”. « Ie 


" 
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IN lt is very difficult to bring kom proofs. ' Nay circumſtances may come e to the 
« knowledge of your Preſident, through channels, which cannot with propriety 
be made known. But he thinks it proper at this time, to ſtate for your infor- 
mation, what has come to his knowledge. 

The evening your Preſident ſet out for Tanjour, one of the Nabob's family, 
* after many profeſſions of friendfhip, and of a deſire, that your Preſident might 
be convinced of the confidence he propoſed in him, and how much he was per- 
. * ſuaded' no man had the Nabob's intereſt ſo truly at heart as your Preſident, 

e begged of him to believe, that he had uſed every argument to prevail on the 

©* Nabob to comply chearfully with the orders of the Company; that. the Nabob 
«© was in himſelf all goodneſs; that no man could wiſh more for the proſperity of 
s the Company s affairs than the Nabob did; but at the ſame time confeſſed, that 
giving up the Tanjour country affected him much. Think not, my Lord, (con- 
©© tinued he) that the Nabob upon this occaſion is governed by the advice of Mr. 
«© Macpherſon; neither believe that he pays much attention to that of Mr. Mackay. 
« He has a voice in Council it is true, but be thinks him inſignificant. The Nabob, 
© 'bowever, is a man, and liable to the failings of a man, and when be is counſelled, 
and told by one in bigh office, whoſe ſuperior intereſt and friends have ſupported him - 
i overcoming men in power and government heretofore; when be is told by the Com- 
c nander in Chief of the army ſitting on your Lprdſhip's left hand at the Council 
. © Board, and bolding honours and truſts not committed to the charge of any officer till 

&« of late, that your lordſhip dare not carry the orders of the Company into execution 
"<< without the Nabob's conſent; feel for the Nabob, at this time conceiving his honour, 
I reputation, dignity, nay bis favourite object at ſtake, tbat of keeping poſſeſſion of 
«© tbe country of Tanjour; feel for him, my Lord, and ſay if, 'with ſuch encourage- 
© ment, be is not 10 be excuſed. Follow this with every mark of attention and profeſ- 
*« fon of friendſhip, the ſame gentleman could give; ſee him producing the Company's 
8 private inſirufions to the Commiſſioners, and reading the 29th, 3oth, 31ſt, 324, 

© 33d, and 34th Paragraphs, and Jon will find it no lar aul to account for the 
«© Nabob's conduct. 

Although the letter, referred to, had been ae at the particular requeſt of 
1 the Commander in Chief a little time before, and carried home by him with 
« your Preſident's permiſſion; yet, well- knowing the artful and intriguing diſ- 
poſition of the perſon, from whom this information was received, your Preſi- 
& dent looked on it as a bait thrown out to amuſe him, and prevent his ſetting 
« out for Tanjour, and he therefore paid ſo little attention to it, that he got into 
© his palanqueen and proceeded on his journey, without ever having read the letter 
% mentioned, which, on Sir Robert Fletcher's returning it to your Preſident, was 
© left in his cloſet in the fort-houſe, where it remained till his return from Tan- 
jour, when curioſity led him to defire Mr. JO to read to him the para- 
e graphs which had been referred to. 
Four Preſident will not recite the various reports he has heard ſince” his re- 
turn; but he cannot omit ſaying, that he was alſo __ before his journey to 


« the 
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© the ſouthward, : by che ſame perſon. of the Nabob's family, that the Commander 
in Chief had encouraged the Nabob to believe that there would ſoon be @ divi- 
* fon in the Council, telling him Mr. Daxſon, Mr. Brooke, and Mr. Ruſſell had 
* all applied to go to Mazulapatam; that your Preſident kept theſe members in 
« expeCtation of the Chiefſhip : hut that when the office was filled up, the Preſi- 
« dent would certaioly diſoblige two of them: and your Preſident might ſay, that 
e ſince the nomination of Mr. Floyer, by your honours, has been known, he has 
not had the ſupport from Mr. Brooke, which he before received from him *.“ 
The Change, which has happened at Madraſs, has taken away all confidence 
the natives had in our government; as they cannot think either their perſons or 
property ſecure, when a Governor of ſuch known abilities, and diſtinguiſhed pub- 
lic ſervices, can be deprived of that Government, which his ſpirited conduct ſaved 
from the public enemy, and whoſe appoiritment was expteſsly till removed from 
his office by the Court of Directors; and whether this be effected by an appeal to the 
army, who, are to obey and not to judge, or by the mandate of the Nabob, is 

equally alarming. It is poſitively ſaid, the Nabob has opened his hoards upon 
the occaſion; and that Mortis Kawn' 8 Wet taken in W in e. has 
been produce. 
Soon after Lord Pigot was made a ain, Mr. Benfield and. Comera went to 
Tanjour. The extracts of the Rajah's letter ſnew how aſſiduous they have been 
in their endeavours to get an accuſation againſt his Lordſhip. Before they ſet out, 
Mr. Benfield wrote a letter to Mr. Stratton, &c. ſaying he had come to the know- 
ledge of Lord Pigot's having received large ſums of money, &c. and deſiring 
their aſſiſtance to procure evidence. . The following extract of a letter, from the 
King of Tanjour's Vaqueel to his maſter, will ſhew that Mr. Benfield's application 
has not been fruitleſs, although his enquiries, I am perſuaded, will be; as Lord 
Pigot has declared, be has received no ſum of money, and has given the Court of 
Directors an account of all the preſents he has received of any conſiderable value, 
the whole little beſides ſome breakfaſt-plate and ſome horſes from the Nabob, 
which every body in the ſettlement knew of, 


Extract of a letter from the Vaqueel to the King of Tanjour. 


* Mr. Stratton then ſaid, that you was much impoveriſhed by a ſum of money 
* you had given Lord Pigot. I told him, that when Lord Pigot went to Tan- 
© jour, re-eſtabliſhed you, and was returning to Madraſs, he refuſed even to 
© receive his honorary dreſs, which you offered him. What money or 
« effects (ſaid I) was there then in the country? Every thing was carried away, 
e and the bare walls of the fort only remained ſtanding z that when you was re- 
« ſtored, you had not even a carpet to fit upon, and how was it then poſlible 
that you could give ready money to his Lordſhip ? He deſired, that I would 


The Nabob has bought Mr. Brooke's country-houſe, and given him another to live in. 
Has : % make 


—. 


H 


8 enquiry, and told me that his Lordſhip had ebelvedd tw dlz 
<4; monds of great value. I anſwered, that when che country had been robbed of 
s all the jewels belonging to it, where could. theſe diamonds come from ? He then 

< ſaid; that J muſt enquire of every perſon, ede error ac parton wg n 
* 2mlty. I told him that I had it not in my power to do-ſo; 


He then ſaid, that you had 2 his Lordſtip and Modukiſtna-an ol obligh: 


tion for a ſum of money; and that-400,000'tullums of grain had come from 
Tanjour for this purpoſe, I then aſſured him, that no grain was giden to bis 
e Zordſbip; that you had ſent the above- mentioned quantity as there was an over- 

* plus in your country, and as there was a: ſcarcity at Madraſs *; that no other 

<< grain was given, and that the whole was a report only, and did not deſerve be- 
lief. Mr. Stratton told me that I lied; that if 1 would make him fully ac- 
* quainted with this buſineſs, he would be very much my friend, and be threw 
<< many temptations in the way of your ſervant. I told him that you did not allow 
© me to want for any thing, that I had his favour likewiſe, that I would ex 
« him of matters of fact, but that I would not be guilty of telling! a "falkey.”” | 


Mr. Stratton, in one of his letters to the King of Tanjour, tells him, thit be : 
knows © him to be fimorous, fickle, and weak.“ You may eaſily conceive-what 
an ry muſt 0 on the occaſion, His anſwer is very ir: Saag ole 
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® This refers to the grain bought by the Company from the Kü. | 
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Par. 1. 


1 * : 


10 We likewife addiefſea' you a ſhort later 1 of May, ae 
to have been conveyed to you by the Grenville, then meant to be dif- 
patched from Bombay. Duplicates of this letter, together with one ad- 


dreſſed 


5 Tix il. 
| dreſſed to your Honours by Lord Pigot, were tranſmitted to you by a 
French ſhip, that failed from Pondicherry the latter end of laſt Jane. 
e now waits on you a number in the packet. 


| T x % ts 1 ; * 

3. The Grenvitls, being actived here en ebe and to be finally 
diſpatched for England, affords us an opportunity of continuing to your 
Honours a full account of the political and military tranſactions of this 
yg ſince the departure of the PIO” + | 
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4. Before we begin, however, u upon the narrative of our proceedings, it 
will be neceſſary, we acquaint your Honours, that a ſeries of illegal, vio- 
| lent, and oppreſſiye meaſures on the part of Lord Pigot, in which he was 

aided by Mefirs. Ruffell, Dalrymple, and Stone, brought your affairs at 
length to ſo dangerous a criſis, that we are driven to the neceſſity of put- 
ting his Lordſhip in arreſt, and of ſuſpending thoſe gentlemen from the 
ſervice of the Company, until your [pleaſure ſhall be known, - In the ſe⸗ 
quel you will perceive the immediate cauſes, which obliged us to come 
to this reſolution. The only alternative left us was to abanden our con- 
itutional rights, on the truſt you' had repoſed i in us; or, firmly to aſſert 
the powers we were inveſted with, and remove from the government a 
man, %% arbitrary principles would inevitably have inyolved your 
affaits in ĩnextticable difficulties. The plan we ſhall purſue in ſtating to 
you theſe tranſactions, ſhall be as candid to his Lordſhip and bis ad- 
herents, as the ſubje& will poſſibly admit of. We only beg your in- 
dulgence till we come to the latter part of this addreſs, when we ſhall 
enter ah full and ec diſcuſſion of tbemn. 
479 ; 1H} SAT 
0 . Our ae 8 by the api will bave N your 
honours, of the releaſe of the Rajah of Tanjour, of the fort of Tan- 
jour's having been evacuated by the Nabob's troops, and in conſequence, 
of its being garriſoned by a proper force of yours, under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Harper. | 


+ * Fx 
an : 7 


"Se Shortly _ 
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6. Shortly aftet “ the departute of the Ankerwyke; we cbceionkh a 
Bhs letter from the Nabob, ſtating to us, the ill conduct of the Rajah * 
of Tanjour, previous to his having gone agaioſt him, and the; weighty 
reaſons, which had compelled him to take that * in concert with 
your troops, under the command of a Smith... r | 


7. On the ficſt expedition 3 e the Nabob Fe 
that his eldeſt ſon Umdit ul Umrah, whom he had ſent with General 
Smith, had ſettled matters amicably with the Rajah, and ſtipulated 
with him for the payment of certain ſums, which the Rajah ſolemnly en- 
gaged himſelf to diſcharge; the non · performance of which: ſtipula· | 
tion, on the part of the Rajah, having involved his Highne(s's fi- 
nances in the utmoſt diſtreſs, was the firſt cauſe, which Wr _—_ | 
to take up arms the b time againſt him. 1 Þ 

8. That! in carrying on the two ſieges, he bad e doch Wy 
derable debts, as had reduced him to the utmoſt difficulties, in raifing 
troops for the defence of thoſe forts and countries in other parts of his 
dominions, that were left defenceleſs by the old. troops having been 
drafted from them to go againſt Tanjour, in paying Batta to the army 
on both expeditions, as well as other expences, and in paying to the 
Dutch large ſums for the releaſe of ſuch diſtricts as they were in poſſeſ- 
ſeſſion of, and that in conſequence, all theſe heavy debts contracted for 
the peace and ſecurity of his and your poſſeſſions, would now lie heavy 

on him; that your orders were, to reſtore the Rajah of e, to. 
the full and entire poſſetion of his dominions. 


9. He then proceeds to ſay, that Having chearfully received a garriſon 
of his friends the Company into Tanjour, he was ready until you fut 
ther orders ſhould arrive, to encreaſe the allowance he had from the be- 
ginning made the Rajah, and to pay the expences of any garriſon we 
ſhould determine upon. That he took Tanjour, knowing his o.] n ho- 
nour, as well as that of my friends to be concerned, but; could he have 


2 11th of March. 


I „ Sorry oots 


foreſeen 


e 


e zxhich. from your orders, were conſequent: on 
| that -meaſure, though the tranquillity of the Cpraatic.was much Ate 
turbed;” and dur mutual intereſts ſuffered by it, he would apt have taken 
up arms to puniſh»his: tributary, or bring him de that degree of ſuhor 


dination, which was at length become :oo8&atiol. to the * and 
bunten of his dominions. 
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10. This being the Canons = . queſtion from the N abob, 
we thought it adviſenble to write & him an immediate anſwer, wherein, 
we ag delicately as poſſible repreſented to bim, that your orders were to 
reſtexe tlie countey of Tanjcur to the Rajab z but, ſuch was our ſolici- 
tude to do everyithing'i in concert with his Highneſs, that theſe orders 

were yet unexecuted,” notwithſtanding an Engliſh garriſon had been 
almoſt a month in the fort of Tanjour; that humanity to the wretched 
inhabitants, diſtreſſed beyond meaſure by the miſerable ſtate of the coun- 
_ try poſſeſſed of no kind of governmenteither of his Highneſs, or of the 
 Rajab, as well as juſtice to the Rajah, who was ill ſcarcely better than 
a priſoner, and attention to the public honour made it abſolutely ne- 


primate _ orders = _ FE We ſhould be carried into meine 
09208 Hy FEST, / 


: oe We rats: 10 900 leave to repeat c our WIT requeſt, "v1 his | 
| 1 would give an order, directed to all his Amuldars, &c. in the 
Tanjour country, to relinquiſh all manner of authority, when called 
upon by us to do ſo, and to account with ſuch perſons as we ſhould 
name, for ſuch ſums as had been collected in the Tapjgur country, 
from the day on which your letter relative to Tanjour, had been pre- 
ſented to him, and likewiſe that he would inform us of the amount of 
a orders as had n on the country. 
N At! 1 ont & 

12. This 1 a reply from his Highneſs a few Folk after 5 in 
Which he ſays, it was not by a needleſs expence in ſuperfluous ſhow 
and parade, he had fallen under the burthen of the heavy debt which 

* Ibid, Ne 10. +  þ 22d of March, Ak 
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then opprefied him, but in the expences of the defence of Madraſs; and 
the taking of Pondicherry, in the courſe of our war with-Frunce; the” 
expedition againſt Madura, the war with the Soubah of the Deckan, 

which happened in conſequence of our taking poſſeſſiom of the northern 
Circars, and afterwards from the attempt to get the Dewannee of the 


Myſore county, the war, waged againſt it, the defraying the expences 


of his own forces as well as thoſe of the Company in that War, and 


finally from the incutfion of Hyder Ally Cawn, none of which owed 
their riſe to him, às he had already fully repreſented in his letter of the 
Zoth of January, 1770 and in addition thereto from the ten eh * 
pagodas he had paid on account of the Maiſore war. 


13. That all theſe expences had been incurred in affiſting bis friends 
the Company; But thoſe, which he had been under the neceſſity of 
contracting for the teduction of Tanjour, were with a view to the tran- 
quillity c of the Carnatic, and the caſe and welfare of his people ; for other- 
wiſe, the greateſt diſorders would have aroſe from the ill conduct of the 
Rajah, and from his ſoliciting ſuccour from the Mahrattoes, the Dutch, 19 
Ke as | he 12 explained to us in his former letters, e e lp tif” 

ae di % Yo genvar + MO TESTES 

14. He did not, he ſays, heſitate in receiving a gartiſon of his l 
the Engliſh, into the fort of Tanjour, by way of ſecurity, as into his 
other forts, that there might be a ſtrong proof of his firm friendſhip, for 
the Company; but, if any one ſhould think, notwithſtanding this, that 


in putting the fort under the protection of the Company, in agreeing to 
defray the expences of the” garrifori, in offering. to ſettle a conſiderable 


plied himfelf to execute your orders, it was his misfortune. 


jaghire on the Rajah, and alſo to give to the Company whatever they 
might expect from the Rajah, ſhould he be reſtored, that he had not ap- 


That your 


Honours had never been furniſhed with a complete and perfect account 


ow $ 


of the circumſtances of the caſe, and were ſtill ſo unacquainted with lt, 


as to believe for a certainty, the Rajah to be a priſoner in Trichinopoly. ihe 
But, he was convinced, whenever his Majeſty, the Parliament of Eng- 


land, and the Company, ſhould underſtand the real and certain ſtate of 


Fit 1 the 
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the e they would then approve of the conduct of their old any and 
| friend, ia with-holding his conſent, to the diſhonour of himſelf and fa- 
mily, and the ruin of the future intereſts of the Company, and the Eng- 
liſh, nation in India. That ſo far from the country of Tanjour being 
diſtreſſed, and the inhabitants in the miſerable fate repreſented to us, it 
never had been in ſo proſperous a condition; many of the inhabitants 
being returned, who had fled from the oppreſſions of the Rajah; and as 
a ſure and certain ſign of the induſtry of the people, and the care and at- 
tention paid to their rights, that agriculture was never carried to a 


greater height, than .during the time it was governed "pts *. ma- 
A noe | 
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15. And laſtly, in anſwer to our ks: that his Highneſs gy | 
8 5 an order to his Amuldars, in the Tanjour country, to relinquiſh 

all manner of authority when required. by us to do ſo, and to account 
with perſons we ſhould name, for what money.had been collected ſince 
the day he received. your letter; he replies, he had invariably from 
the firſt, declared his ſentiments in an uniform manner, with reſp pect 
to his right to the Tanjour country, and therefore it was his earneſt 


entreaty we would not interfere in the management of it, until your 
plexſurg ſhould be penn. . 
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16. Seeing this rooted difinctication - .in "the Nabob, . up 5 
claim of right to the Tanjour country, although he admitted a garriſon 
of your troops into the fort; we addreſſed him another letter on the 


ſubject ®, conceived in ſuch terms, as would Fish ſhew him, deer 
orders were poſitive and mult be byes. | 


1 we zcquainted ies the former buſineſs of Tapjour had "FRE 
well deliberated upon by your honours, and that your orders in conſe- 


quence were not iſſued, until they had been laid before his ay: 's 
FE: Miniſters for their approval, 


Azad of March, 
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i 4:8 We Intrenkad kim to call ta his remembrance the difloulties he 
was able to encounter, When the Company's Power and his were Unitec: 
chat the Company had given him their ſupport, When be Was alike 
deſtitute of money und power, and that they would coutinne ta bim 
that ſapport; but the public ſaith was pledged to the Rajah as well as 
to him, and the Company's: poſitive: orders were; to put ine e af 

Tanjourngerm ſage the e od; the. RU 
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| 19. That after his, © vi 1 WIE wo 93 to 1 er bim to 


make the reſtoration of the Rajah his own act, if all the arguments we 


had already ſuggeſted had, not their proper force ?. and with; what con- 
cern,, aſter the, Company having acted in concert with, him, thagugh ſo 
many difficulties, ſhould we. be under the neceſſity of carrying thoix 
orders into effect by their authority alone. The world wauld juſtify. us 
in the obedience we ſhould ſhew to the commands of our maſters, and 
having never failed in the part of friendſhip, i in reſpect, and in pro- 
priety,of conduct to yards him, we truſted we could ſtand excuſed 
after the preſſing manner we had ſo often urged. him to de chat from 
| himſelf, Which Was right and Proper, « as well Helping, ba N as 
his dignity. unn 4 1p 2» 
20, A few days after this, Lord Pigot, unto. whom, we had entruſted 
the management of this delicate and important; buſineſs, as you have 
been before adviſed, acquainted us, . That judging from the letter from 
* the Nabob above quoted, that he would not give his conſent to our 
« carrying into execution. the orders, we had received. from pon, and 
« the ſtate of thecrop in the Tanjour country not being in a ſituation 
e to admit of any further delay, he had determined, with our approba- 
tion, to ſet out immediately for that country, to carry your orders into 


effect, by placing the Weh in tha full eee eee 8 
by his dominions. F ot ent 03 ge h 
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21. th the propriety of this determination we We concurred, his 


1 having firſt moved a queſtion. to that purpoſe, orion 
iy | 13 £2, The 
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a. The lafety of Tanjour: likewiſe, and the ger of the Rajah 
oh his family, made it appear to us, at only. necefſary, that an Engliſh 
Zarriſon ſbouid be in tlie fort, But his whole country ſbould be defended . by 
Jour troops. We accordingly reſolved to ſend; a battalion · of Seapoys 
hither, the better to enable him to collect in his revenues, if ſuch a 
meaſure ſhould prove agreeable to him. And as the ſecurity: of the Car- 
natic can depend only upon a well diſciplined force regularly paid, we 
were induced to hope the Rajah of Tanjour would Join us in our endes 
vours to place the country in ſuch a firgarion. 8 | 


+ 
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5 TY At the ſame Seti 86 that Seti c the ace Sudeten! 
of its being propet arid neceſſary for Lord Pigot to go to Tanjour, for 
the reaſons afligried in his minute, entered on the proceedings of that 
day, the following queſtions were alſo moved by ys and qty in the 
AN 7 6 oe oa: l ei Fi 

24. 0 That i in e of the Saba en of government, the Govkrs 
« nor bolds the ſame authority, when preſent in any fort, factory, or 
« ſettlement under this nn that he does when n in 11 95 on 
George: and 


25. That the Govetndr may take whatſoever ſervants of the Com- 
my " PROF rag A BIG ome to e, either civil or en e api 

26. Theſe ehe met with e as your Honours will 
gere Nr eb ec to the nen, RE ny are rai? 

27. Sir, Robert Fletcher, 1 Meſſre. WE Jourdan, and Mackay, | 
who were againſt them, argued on the firſt queſtion *. - That although 
they had aſſented unanimouſly, ** it was proper and neceſſary for Lord 
® Pigot to go to Tanjour, for the reaſons ſet forth in his minute,” yet, 
they had done ſo upon the idea, that more members of the Council, 


x a 4 * 4 : * 1 q *. : . > 
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1 61 e 
would, upon a ſubſequent motion, be l in @ deputation with bib - 


Lordſhip, under expreſs and particvlarinftrutiony ſigded by the Beard, 


for a buſineſs'sf ſo much importance as the taking a countty 6f ſuch 
conſidetable revenue from the Nabob, and giving it to the Rajah, te- 


quited ſuch a deputation; and as the military force might be neceſfary 


io put the Rajah in poſſefſion, and the principal part of the treaty to 
be made with him, was military arrangements, that the military 
engen ap Cher ae to be a Wen of that pere e 7 l 


28. That hid your e jadged it neceſſary to lebe the manage- 


ment of this buſineſs ſolely to his Lordſhip, your orders would have 
expreſſed it, and therefore their giving him greater powers, than you 
had done, was in their opinion inconſiſtent with their duty to the Com- 
pany, and what they owed to themſelves; that the precedent was 


dangerous, and might be uſed to bad purpoſes. If Lord Pigot could 
by going alene, render any eſſential ſervice, which he could not do at 


the head of a deputation, they ſhould not object to his being given 
ſuch extraordinary powers for -4 time; but, as they were certain he 
could not, they were againſt his going without a' deputation, and 
accordingly it was moved by Sir Robert Fletcher, but carried againſt 
the queſtion, | That at leaſt two members of the Council ſhould oy 
46 died wich Lord Pidgin a ne Ne 

29. On the recon, queſtion it was argued, the Board having rakiived, 
"that Lord Pigot ſhould go to Tanjour, it was abſurd. to ſuppoſe any ob- 
jections could be made to his having every proper aſſiſtance; but by his 
queſtion, 4% That he ſhould take whatever lat ate with him, either 
« civil or military, that be thought proper, he might, if he choſe, 
carry with him members. of the Council and the Commander in Chief; 
the former of whom, ſhould never be employed where they had not a 


ſhare of the management, nor the latter where he did not command. | 


That he might moreover take with him, in ſubordinate ſtations, | mem- 


bers of the government, who by your orders were ſpecially and by 
name joined with him, as principals, in the buſineſs of the commiſſion 


bop | | „ | * 


. 62 ] 

he was going to execute; and therefore were bound, either to act as 
principals: at Tenjour, or at the Board, by holding a regular correſpond- 
ence and ſending orders eo the deputation, as eireumſtances might re- 
quire. And on the third queſtion, That it ſeemed totally to ſubvert the 
preſent conſtitution of the Company, at once to fruſtrate and elude the 
late orders and regulations of the General Court, and to ſuperſede the 
comtmiſſion of the Commander in Chief of the forces in India, as well 
as that of the Commander in Chief on this eſtabliſhment; ' That the 
commiſſion of government, was the commiſſion of the whole Board, and 
gave no ſeparate authority whatever to the Governor. That the only 
military authority, which by your orders he could hold when abſent 
ſrom Madraſs was the command of his '6wn guard, as particularly and 
poſitively expteſſed in the 42d article of the late orders, reſpecting the 
powers to be exerciſed by military Commanders in Chief, and that that 
was given him out of eee to PIO and not to ee yy 
1 e ee note ens Unt tebas 


< : . . you : af 2 : . 
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* 


30. A hots to ak gente your in will | nd from Mr Da. 
- malle in abe ge ꝛoth n SETTER ac | 

9755 Conformably; en to the dengel Nemlaewüt 1280 
Pigot ſet out for Tanjour on the zoth of Nauen and arrived at that 
Cw the . of April. 


. W however, tö his departute, Ge etched two letters from 
the Nabob; the one relating the arguments he had made uſe of from 
the beginning, for his ſtill keeping poſſeſſion of the Tanjdur country, 
till your further orders ſhould arrive; and the other declaring, he never 
could give up that right to it which he poſſeſſed; but, as his whole de- 
pendence was placed in the Engliſn nation and the Company, he would 
conſent to ſet apart; after diſcharging the debts he had contracted, pay- 
ing the troops garriſoned in Tanjour, and the other neceffary ex pences 


och of June. 


7 
+ I 
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— 
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L 63 ] ; 
of the government of that country, whatever overplus might ariſe from 
the collections, and let it remain untouched, until an anſwer to the te- 
preſentations he had made to you ſhould arrive from Europe, * 
would deliver it up, if ſuch ſhould be N final Ne 
5 33. "Five orders, 8 to us, to put hi Rajah 998 Full 45 
entire poſſeſſion and management of his country, were poſitiye 3j and 


thoſe orders, therefore, . not n, of, = Pak ANG ag 44 
on. our __ „e 


13 


34. On the 11th of April, „ was 5 Lord Arie 
Tanjour, That it having been your pleaſure the Rajah ſhould be re- 
ſtored, all officers, civil and military, and all perſons Mving under youft 
protection, were thereby required to confider the Rejah of Tanjour; as - 
again reſtored to the government of his country, in the full extent of 
that government, as he poſſeſſed it at the conelufion of dne treaty in 
2 and to give him all n aid and aſſüſtance. | 


35.-A'few days after Fs atrivat of Lord Pigs at ee hi Raab | 
addreſſed him a letter, repreſenting the then condition of: his county to 
de ſuch, as that the placing a garriſon of Englich troops in the fort, was 
not only neceſſary, but it was likewiſe of conſequence, troops ſhould 
be allowed him for the defence of his whole country; for the expences 


of which, he would with pleaſure e the: Company .four.. lacks of” 
pagodas per annum. 


Py” 26. His finances likewiſe being in utter diſorder, and the ſtate of his | 
country in the greateſt confuſion, he found it neceſſary to.throw him 
ſelf upon the Company for his preſent ſupport; and therefore requeſtet 
we would purchaſe of him, at a reaſonable. rate, all the grain of the- 
preſent year, excepting ſuch: ar bis count might ſtand in need of. 


4 1 4 11 D 
* Thid; 
* 


Et 
IP He alſo. deſired, as Davicotah had no country annexed to it, we 


would take ſuch _ as we . 1 88 e for A e * 
Ane e e ee, e e e be 3, 


as, This Wer Sala tn Rajah 1 e to us 1 5 pigote, 
together with his own- ſentiments, we were of opinion, the offer of the 
Rajah to allow four lacks of pagodas annually for the expence of the 
troops to be kept for the defence of his fott and country, did not cor+s 
reſpond with your orders, which direct, the garriſon for the fort of 
Tanjour ſhould be aſcertained, and the expence defrayed. by the Rajah, 
according to the particular and regular accounts to be delivered to him. 
And therefore that the Rajah ſhould be informed, when the ſtrength of 
the garriſon ſhould be determined by the Board, no more of that ſum, ' 
than ſhould be found neceſſaty to defray the expence of it, ſhould be 
required from him; but, if he choſe, ſuch a force for the protection of 
his country ſhould be 621 ub he would e funds for. 


39. With a to purchaſing wh: grain of the kh year, { a majo= 
rity of the board concurred in opinion with Lord Pigot, it was proper and 
neceſſary ſo to do. Thoſe, who were averſe: to the meaſure, were of 
opinion it ſhould not be purchaſed, until the matter was well con- 
ſidered, and, it appeared, it was not grain mortgaged by the Nabob, to 


d e the time he had * government of the Tunzour 
country. © > gp: 


) 


— 


1 


40. The Rajah, however, was made acquainted with our acquieſcence 
in his requeſt, and defired to collect the grain, as near as poſſible . on 
coaſt, for the n dener rn r of ĩt _— by boats. 


41. The offer of country round Davicottah, we declined, as | we 
thereby acted conformably to your md commands. 


* 


Aer. 


— 


42. During 


0% 1 1 
42. During tho:ilme Lord Pigot was at Tanjour, we! recelved/h letter 
from Mr. Paul Benfield , ſetting forth claims' he/declaredihimſelt-ed = 
Bave bn the Tanjour "country; for loans he had müde to the Nabbb; 
whilſt that country was under the government of his. Highneſs;. tt 
therefore requeſting we would afford him all reaſonable aid and aſſiſtance. | 
to ſecure to him the recovery of his property, while Lord Pigot re. 
mained in authority at Tanſour. Theſe claims Mr. Benfield had ade 
application to his Lordſhip about at Tanjour, previous to the delivery of 
the country to the Rajah; but, his Lordſhip's : reply Was, that * he was - 
unable without the aid and affiſtance of his Council to ſay more than 
that he would, on a his return to Madraſs, lay Mr. Benfield's claims be- 
4 ive them,” | + 
HE VIII * + beet ate en Vi ik 50 18% Dl er . % 
Wor Mr: Benfiela likewiſe Lefornzat us, chat he had communicited to [ 
Lord. Pigot at Madraſs, previous to his departure for Tanjour, the nature 
ol his claims; and, from what his Lordſhip had faid to him, that he had 
been encouraged to accompany him thither. He alſo gave us to under- 
| ſtant, he ſhould be ready at any time to oy dans un ee. 


ors for the 3 of his claims. 17 
10. nn 1 


e 
21519 


14 This being a matter or ihe 40 alin of Mr. Benßeld 
being very conſiderable; we reſolved to walt till the return of Lord Pigot, 
who could particularly inform us of every thing, which had paſſed be- 
tween him and Mr. Benfield at Tanjour (whither that n N 48 

re _ neee gy in be 7 29381990 nen 
4 1 This . Wees was not busen * abs of 
bur Council being of opinion, the waiting till the return of Lord Pigor 
would probably be prejadicial to Mr. Benfield; or at leaſt if ſuch ſhould 
be the reſolution, that Lord Pigot ſhould be informed, the grain mor- 
gaged to Mr. Benfield by the Nabob ſhould not be meddled with, either 


by his Lordſhip or the Rajab, until we had come to a final determination 
thereupon. | 
* 24th of April, 


3 „„ 46. On 


1 66 1 
46. On ie zd of May Lord Pigot teturned from Tanjdur. Previous, 
however, to his Lordſhip's arrival, we received two! letters from the 
- Nabbb; as referred to in the margin ; | the one complaining of a party 
af Europeans, having entered his country in a hoſtile manner, by order 
of Lord Pigot, and of their having /arcibiy ſized, and carried to Tan- 
jour, fome of his principal officers, together with all the private and 
public papers of his government, that they had in their podeſſion,; and 
the other repreſenting the great tibuble of mind he abourad.uoder,. by. 
hearing, that u company of Seapoys were: on the point of marching to 
take poſfeſſion of Ramnaut and Shavagunga, two diſtricts, en to 
Him, and ontirely indepeddeut of che Tanjour Ys 
1501-2701.» 
47. To theſe letters we did not immediately reply r. W. e ac- 
khowledged their receipt, and acquainted the Nabob, We expected 
Lord Pigot ina few days, When we made no I OY en " 
cot 8575 10 bis bs r ri gow bis e e 
48. 1 bend ben belag tedurned from Tavjeur t. 14 e be a 
diary of his proceedings with ſuch letters and papers, av he. had Hoogbea 
Poon notice, __ he ah not ont r ana to us em 
"af 5-3 fi CRAP 
99 He We 40 us, That ahis e beer 5 in ur 
general letter to you per Ankerwyke, with the 'unanimous concurrence 
«of the Board at that time, as well as in conſultation 25 March laſt, 
« ſo clearly declared the expedieney, hot do ſay noceſſity, of having the 
« whole military force in the Cirnatic under the Company and paid by 
them, that it had given him much ſatisfaRtion to find the Rajah of 
* Tanjout very heartily coneurred in the wiſh of he Board, that he 
*/ would join themin their endeavours to place the Carnatic in ſuch a 
eſttvation j and, being ſenGble of the advantage of having, his country 
+ thous ptotected by the Company, he had requeſted theie aſſoſtanee to 
« that effect, and offered to make an annual ee of. auc 


* gth of April * 29th ditto.» 1 3th of May. | ws 
OR. 2 * pagodas 


| | 


„„ 
e pegodes for that ponpoſt:t that this ſlipelsted ſoch would got br 


« affbrd a ſufficiency-far:defraying the expenges of the,tropps gacedary. fag 
s the protection uf ibhe· Tamourx country, but would: alſo. leave a balance, 


« adequate, he hoped. 430.047 military expentes not peid by the Nabob 


« and. that he had the aſſurances of the Rajah the four lacks of pagodas 
wo IR _ his Ai fores e ta: 


51£33Ng dg ot ch N % 4914 £640 aneh $401 


50. On oinddeeig A of Lark Pigot's: PA e while: © 
Tapes *, a majority of the Board vated a minute of approbation thereon; 
The minority were Sir Robert Fletcher, who approved of the acceptance 
of the four Jacks df. pagodas per annum; but could not change thegpigivns 
he gave in conſultation 24th April, and retired from the Board ind 
| fioſedy. before Lord Pigot's other proceedings were taken into conſidera- 
mon; Me. Stratton, Mr. Palmer, and Mr. Jourdan, who approved of 
Lord Pigot' s proceedings in all but the ſtizure fc Dubber in the Nas = 
dob's countries, as complained of in the Nabob%s letter, during this 

Lordſhip's abſfence; and Mr. Mackay, who approved of Lord Pigot's 
proceedings excepting in the ſeizure of the Dubbeer in che Nabob's country; 
and in Hlogging\Comere Dubaſh on the public parade. A diary of theſe 
proceedings, to-which we bag you. will be referred, 6 I] 1 a out 
| e e, n on er ep e 0 


351. It was likewiſe reſolved "Op «That the ape of the Rijeb © of 
Tanjeur, not only to'garriſon the fort, but to protect dhe eountay” of 
„ Tanjeut by the Company's troops, in eonſideration of OE prying 
Rs 400,000- yy a ſhould de d __— þ 
Wine c 
52. The * 8 oy hank Pigot to the Naboby, in e Pl of 
the letters we had-received from his Highneſs, during his Lordſhip's 
abſence, and in which he complained of ache of hoſtility having been 
committed againſt him by Lord Pigot's order x, is entered on us "(6-4 
A Ney De ee we "ng barre gy 4 


4 Sh 17 8 > 141 a” 
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uh 330 Haviag reſolved as we have already informed you, to wait abe 
tetutn of Lord Pigot from Tanjour, before we took; into Fonſiderztion 
the claims of Mr. Benfield, on that country, we accordingly ſet _ 
- an wry ne ie oe meg 8 en 20 har purpoſe. . 1 
in een een hin; 3 
5 This Me. Benfield was id acquainted with 4, and at the ſame 
time informed he was given that notice, in order that he might prepare 
and lay before us whatever elſe he ee . 10 e the nen * 
his Am on _ a ee | |. 4/1340 iron n:, 


| ce 136 5 1 
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8 We eee da 5 eee two Pues from 


Mr. Benfield f, acquaintiing us, that ſince his former | addreſs; he had 
been informed the grain of the preſent, crop,. delivered over to him by 


the Circar, on account of his claims, had been taken poſſeſſion of by 


the: Company's Seapoys, and the people of the Rajah; alſo of the 
ſeix ure of that which had been delivered on account of the debts, of the 
inhabitants to the Circar aſſigned over to him; and likewiſe. of his ipeo« 
ple having been removed from their ſtations in the mortgaged diſtricts, 
and from collecting the debts of the inhabitants aſſigned to him; and 
that a ſtop had been put to his ſelling the grain of the laſt year, which | 
he had received from the Nabob- on account of former loans in the 
different parts of the Tanjour country; and further he had been in- 
formed that with the ſame power, which had been before exerciſed, 

bis grain had been ſeized; his people driven away from. collecting the 
debts. due to him from the inhabitants, and that grain, which thoſe 
inhabitants had mortgaged, and delivered over to him as ſecurity oy, 
wr debts, had r been taken poſſeſſion of. 

nnen ne U en eee Lodi us ebnet deen 

b 86. This eee 5 Mr. Beafield being a matter * 3 — 
ſequence, and ſeveral of our members being indiſpoſed and abſent when 
ät was read, we reſolved; his letters ſhould. be for the conſideration of a 
full board, and in the mean time we called upon him, purſuant to his 
letter of the 22d of April, for ſufficient vouchers, 185 of his . 
n 5 8 155 ; F Ft Joh May. a 


© hs 


"7:4 1 „ 1 
l ad to furniſh. us, with every mb umme 


. the nature and circumſtances of thoſe claims, and wy F at e „ nl L 
"I were contracted. 5 7 


, 8 5 * 


395-8 thin bann 12 1 een e n + 

1 57% In Were ol cbis, we 5 a e from Mr. e 
our next meeting, ſtating to us fully and particularly the nature of 
his claims on the Tanjour country, to which we beg you will, be re- 3 
ferred, together with a tranſlate of a oni given him by abs: n : 2 
for their e en | Fat Oy 3 
e ob thavon: Dig tonid met $1 f 

58. Thee letters thetefore, together a all ee e he had 
addreſſed either to us or to Lord Pigot, we attentively conſidered ; but 
not finding that ſatisfactory. acebunt of ſome circumſtances neceflaryito» * 
wards forming a proper judgment on the ſubject, we called upon Mr. 
Benfield for an account of the particulars of the ſums he had received 9 
from the Tanjour country, as well-as for certain eG deemed it 
oF ene to enen U e 0204 Mae ods! ec 
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59: The next e + we accordingly llumbled in-Counci,,apd | 
read a ney from Mr. Bente 
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60, In anſwer to one part of e where he eee 0 * 
injuries he had ſuſtained from the meaſures and conduct of the Right 
e Honourable Lord Pigdt, while acting t#fider” the cottimiffiva of the 
„ Board, in cauſing the grain, that had been depoßted with him; to be 
«ſeized by the Company“ s'Seapoys, and in depriving him of the mean 
'« further to collect the revenues . Lord Pigot dbferved7that reference 
might be made to the reſdlution of Council the 2 , March laſt, % | 
the orders given the officer commanding the battalion of. Seapoys, and to - 1 
the form of an ordet from him to ſuch officers as he ſhould ſend on de- 
tachment ; and then defired our opinions, as to the propriety of los ö 
2 « orders with reſpect to the reſolutions of Council 25th March, and the 


& « power | we bad veſted in him, to cart) your orders into We * A 
4 1173 240161 bY 
25 28th of "Ig +2gh ditto. t Ibid. I Ibi&.- 
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62. A reſolution then paſſed to furniſh Mr. Benfield with a copy hs 

dhöte orders; and to in ferm bim, if his people could point out any 
officer ot Seupoy who had acted improperly, and be would repreſent tho 

) particulars of ſuch cotidut to us, 6 ed OR thould : ** | 
NINA nee | N 


«6a, Lord Pigot then moved the following queſion, which was car- 
rial in the aegis e, of * * fave, | 


— 
« 


© %F C * 


« 


— ae That ahet Rajah of ene n in che deen = 
i management of his, country by: the Company's expreſs. orders, it is the 
opinion of this Board, that ät is not in. their, power to comply wit 
% Mr. Benfeld's requeſts in any reſfied z thoſe claims on individuals, 
* which bear the appearance of havigg no connection with government, 
e not being ſufficiently explained, to enable the Board to form an opi- 
ve ais ind-the! nme. Nabob wot bein aan; 
| | DiIondsd-Amv mot 193351 B 
= The diflents to this den are entered in conſultation, referred 
do in the en FCC TE 300. 0 150 at 59 
g K in to 4: 05 s 2v1ut69m 273 coil baonig:; a} bai! 12d 27 % 
500 The ſame dayy on which theſe diſſents were given in, Mx, 175 Brogke, 
Hl had: votad at the farmer diſcuſſion of t/1s. matter. for. the queſtion, moved 
dhe Board, for reaſons ſet forth, in a minute which he recorded on the 
-occaGon; 49irctonlider. the proceedings of ee of Mays relative to 
Aan Benfield's wine e VASP: 1 
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| e This requeſt of Mr, Brocke v was accordingly complied with, and 
a day {ct rd that purpoſe. 


I Hug 


68. Te ſubjest, however, did not come . debate to ſoon as was 
expected, _—_ members of the Board, particularly Mr. TIOYEL.. who 


N 28 * 29th of May. 5 . 3d of June. 


had 


had jag arrived from England and, 3 his ſcat, deliring. a, furthes | 
time to tead and conſider the n entered on the A 0 


ag ein ot 


_ Floyec, 9 on D be took his ſeat 3 25 4 Pn of this Zo» 
. (June 6th) informed the Board, that, in conſequence of, bis aps 
pointment from your Henours to ſucceed, Mr. Whitehill in the Chicf- 
thip of Mazulipatam, and that gentleman having taken his departure 
for Europe, he was ready, to repair to the ſtation you bad been pleafed 
to appoint him. Upon Which your late Preſident obſerved, that he 
ſhould have ſome particular matters relative to the northern Circar to 
lay before the Board in a few days, and he therefore hoped the Board 
would poſtpone entering upon Mr. Floyer's appointment until he had 
done ſo. The majority of the Board were of Opinion, that. your orders 
concerning him ſhould be implicitly obeyed, but conſented, to defer 
this matter for the reaſon aſſigned by Lord Pigot, . Bur Mr. F loyer, per- 
ceiving an unwillingneſs in his Lordſhip to, proceed upon the execution 
of your orders relative to his appointment to Mazulipatam, he again 
moved the Board on the 21ſt of - June to take thoſe orders into conſi- 
deration, as your late Preſident had been totally filent on the ſubject | 
he informed the Board he ſhould in a few days lay before us. And we 
accordingly ſignified to the Council of Mazulipatam your appointment 
of him to that Chiefſhip. We beg leave to refer your 'Honouts taſthe 
minutes recorded on this occaſion by your late Preſident and Mr. Dal- 


rym * 


70. A 3 3 55 the arrival if Mr. Foes the board. n 
upon a re-conſideration of your late Preſident's motion of the 2gth of 
May, reſpecting the property of the laſt year's crop of grain in the 
Tanjour country, When Mr. Floyer took occafion to-requelt permiſſion 
to decline giving his ſentiments or vote thereupon, as he deemed. it a 
ſubject of great importance, of which he could not pretend to a gompes 
tent knowledge, with the little information he ſhould be able to obtain 
on the ſubje& ; and urged, as a further reaſon for his not interfering in 


the queſtion, ua 3 he might probably err in the opinion he might give; 
1223 


1 * 5 


A 8 that as his duty "called binn to Mazulipitarn, he mould "ai ben 

in his power, by being at his ſtation, to temedy the evils which kis 
vote might entail, if the ſubject ſhould, on any future occaſion, come 
again be 8 the diſcuſſion of the Board. To which the Preſident, 


Mefirs. Dawſon, Ruſſell, "Dalrymple, and Stone replied, he might' cally 
make himſelf maſter of the ſubject, and therefore infiſted, though en- 
tirely againſt his inclination, that he ſhould” give his ſentiments and 
vote on the occaſion. Compelled in this manner, Mr. Floyer reluctant- 
ly complied, as du win N on reference to the fees, od * 0 


_ 
#7 


71. Whit his Lordihip's* intentions could 105 in tb foreivg Me: 
Floyer to give his ſentiments and vote, on the re-confiteration of a fub- 
je that had been fully diſcuſfed before his artival, is a matter we ſhall 
not hefe touch upon; we only Tabmit it to your candour, if it would 
not have been more Equitable to have allowed Mr. Floyer to proceed to 
his appointment at Mazulipatam, or at leaft to have permitted him to 
remain filent on the'occafion, than to have forcibly compelled him to 
be a party I a matter whit his already been determined W al SLUTTY 


- 72. In the mean While“, a minute was given in ity Mr. Dalrymple, not 
merely relating to Mr. Benfield's claims on the Tanjour country, but, 
as the difeuffion concerned the Nabob, the Tanjour Wan 1 or- 
ders, and our reſolutions, in e a. 0 


4 


73. This minute has been fully replied to by Sir Robert Fletcher, in 
confultation, June 245 to which we beg you will be referred: 


. At our next eckig g. Lord Pigot moved, chat the een of 

Council the 29th of May, < declaring Mr. Benfield's claims not to have 
4 been ſufficienthy explained, and the Nabob's aſſignments to be inad- 
e miſſible,” ſhould ſtand confirmed. But on the 5 888854 8 1 put, 
it was carried i in the negative ae to five. a ©, 


| * ĩꝛoth of June. 1 | a. - 13th ditto, 1 88 
Bis 5 | - | 193 75% The 


| | \ ' 74" 1 
75. The next day'* Lord Pigot moved ds again to ethe to the len. 
tion, „ That all the claims of Mr. Benfield wete private and not public” 


«concerts ;” but this as hae put to the on wis s attic” i * 
the negative. | hoon! el avis 09 Y al 


a And: the following, a propoſed by Mr. Mackay, were 
paſſed in the affirmative, by a majority of ſeven to five. 4 


Firſt, „ That it is the opinion of the Board, that the Nabob * 8. 
« right to the government ſhare of the crop in the Tanjour country, 
« the produce of grain ſown during the time it was in his poſſeſſion ; 
and that any mortgages he may have given on the Tame are good. 


oy. Ty 


Bhd; © That a letter be written to the Rajah of Tanjour to infcrha 
« him of the above reſolution of the Board, and to recommend to him 
eto give Mr. Benfield all reaſonable aſſiſtance in recovering ſuch debts 
1% as appear to be juſtly due to him from the inhabitants; as well as to 
e reſtore to him the grain of laſt year, which was in the poſſeſſion of his 
people, and ſaid to be forcibly taken from them. And. 


wy 18 9117 


Third, „ That it be further recommended to the Rabel: to account 
© with, Mr. Benfield for, the government ſhare of the grain, in the 
« diſtricts aſſigned to him by the Nabob, and ſaid to be ee taken 
16 ' from his people +." 


I 


nn 


4 


77. On reference to the debates on theſe reſolutions, you wil be F 
pogo to obſerve the votes Reed in the foHowing ny 6 la hl wap 


1 
# +. V9 : 4 T3 * * 


For. „ Againſt. 8 1 = 
Mr. Stratton, | Lord pigot, "FORT 1 1 
Sir Robert Fletcher, Mr. Dawſon, . 
Mr. Brooke, Mr. Ruſſell, le 
Mr. Floyer, Mr. Dalrymple, © 2 
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Stone. 
Mr. Jourdan, ee bes ee e "i : 
Mr Mackay. To 

; * 14th June. + Ibid, 


L PE 78, When 


ä 5 74 1 
78. When cheſe reſolutions had been paſied,. Lord Pigot acquainted 
us, if his queſtion, declaring Mr. Benfield's claims to be of a private, 


inſtead of a public nature, had been carried 1 n 12 pp pat 
| have followed it with'this motion : an 


29 Sn 
— 
4 


79 © „That a8 1 appears to this Board, that Mr. Benfeld's canis 
« tions with the country government are contrary ro the" expreſs oriers of 
« the Company, and that any. interference therein may raiſe appreben- 
FE ions 1 in the Rojah of Tanjour, apd tend to involve the Company's af- 


46 fairs on this coaſt, for which reaſon it 1s reſolved, that this matter be 
ec referred 1 to the Court of Direfors.” if 
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By For x more dall a. add erte destedp at of this FT Ng we 
beg leave to requeſt you will be referred to our conſultations, and to the 


ſeveral minutes that have been delivered in on the occaſion, as noted in 
the an pad 


4 oi Y - "— * — 
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92. On the 10 of "Y we hard” a letter from 'Si r Edward n 
Hughes, acquainting us, it was with much concern he found himſelf 
under the neceflity of interfering in any reſpect between your repreſenta- 
tives and the Nabob ; but that the application, which he encloſed from 
his Highneſs, was of ſo alarming a tendency, he could not avoid lay- 
ing it before us as ſoon as poſſible; part of the King's inſtructions to 
him being to do his utmoſt to promote the intereſts of his Majeſty, as 
well as of yours, or of ſuch Indian Princes as you have already or may 


contract engagements with, among whom the Nabob of the Carnatic 
held the moſt diſtinguiſhed place. 


50%. 50): $0 iti 


®* 13th, 15th, 20th, 28th, . of May, and the 3d, 10th, 213th, 14th, 17th, and 
24th of June. | 


U 


83. That 


o 


ane That bis duey (0 the King his ether“ his zeal for the m- 
ALA welfare, and the feelings he had for the diſtreſſes of ſo good 8 
friend to both, were to him the moſt urgent motives for writing to us, 
when he made not a doubt, we would take ſuch meaſures in conſe- 
quence, as would effectually protect the Nabob from ſuch alarm in 
future the national honour and intereſt, as well as the welfare of the 
Company, being eee pore een with the "IE awe of. his 


| whe ae wake 3 1 — ; 1 a 18318 A bh $J i 
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11 The Nob aa; to us by Sie Edward 2 Hughes auen to 
Aim Hu the ed Paten as followeth.” TY x Ke 
; Vi TT gie of 1099. * 
"I 4 That the along of batte and b gte he had bus 
from the grandfather of his preſent Majeſty, and repeatedly from his 
«© Majeſty himſelf, and the Company,” had given Him the greateſt con- 
fidence tliat his rights and honour! would have been preſet ved inyio- 
late; but the apprehenſiobs, under which he laboured, from Lord 
* Pigot's unjuſt uſe of his power, had arrived at ſo dangerous à height, 
* that he was obliged to apply to him (Sir Edward Hughes) for imme- 
e diate interference in his ſupport, That Lord Pigot, not content with the 
lou and diſgraceful ſtate to which he had reduced his authority; y the 
* meaſures which he executed at Tanjour, had lately threate ted to ſu ect 
** him. to the moſt perſonal diſgrace, by declaring in his Durbar, in a 
% moſt determined and threatened tone of voie, that he would place an 
European guard upon his (the Nabob's) houfe to hecp Him a pri- 
„ ſoner. That the eauſe of this outrage was, his having Witten Lord 
% Pigot a letter on the 26th May, repreſenting the itizuſtice he had 
« done him, by ordering a military fotce to march into the Ramnaut 
«« eountty, to deprive him ôf ime diſtricts there, and put the Rajah of 
% Tanjour in poſſeſſion of them. That nooppreffion/ could be eqdal to 
e the ORG a man of his * That as 24 Pigot on a former 
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L 2 of occaſion 
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DAY Of I Suri 330 i 


8 3 98 8 „ | 
t 66 3 had ardered people to enter his (the Nabob's) gardens i in the 
-* middle of the night, pretending he had information ſome people 
were ordered to be ill- treated there, ſo. he was under the greateſt 
_** alarm, Jeſt Lord Pigot would proceed to execute in a paſſion, What he 
had threatened ; and therefore as Sir Edward Hughes was the ſervant 
. +, of the King and nation, his protectors, and was fent here for the ſup- 
port of his Sovereign's honour, and the intereſt of the Company, ſo 
« he called upon him by every duty, which he owed to juſtice and bis 
« high ſtation, to write immediately to the Board, that ſuch meaſures 
e might be taken as to ſecure his perſon and family. againſt Lord Pigot's 
„threats and violence. That ſuch was the juſtice of his cauſe, that he 
« was confident, the Company would order him full redreſs for the in- 
+««,juries,; which had been done to his government and people by Lord 
.« Piget's, conduct at Tanjour ; but who was. to ſupport. him againſt 
_ «thoſe he then threatened, unleſs Sir Edward Hughes would repreſent 
.««.t0 the Council his ſituation, for that by the eſtabliſhed cuſtom he 
© could not apply to the Council but through the ary and * 
20 ho complaints were of the Governor himſelf.” 


- 


FFF 
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966. Whereupon an - enforan was . l to ) Sic . 
Fe to the following effect. Thoſe parts Which are within in- 
| war Commas, en the erer his ger man at the time. 

33h cr] 2 

by That % our, Prefidens aflueed x us the Nabob an i 
«.derſtood/him, he never having had a thought of placing a guard over | 
him; although he feared, and expreſſed thoſe fears to the Nabob, that 
«+ the encouragement bis Highneſs gave to European viſitors, and the 
20 impediments to public buſineſs, ariſing from the intrigues carried on 
by them at the Durbar, would lay him under a neceſſity to place a 


guard to bring ſuch perſons to him, that he Might be, IEA: with 
« the nature of their buſineſs.” 1 


88. We concluded this would be ſufficient to ſatisfy him, the perſon 
of the Nabob was in perfect ſecurity, our Preſident declaring © no wan: 


4 ton 


f lee 
* ton indignity to his Highneſs ever was intended, or ever would bs 
% committed by him; although his ears could never be ſnut to the com- 
te plaints of the diſtreſſed. And we aſſuring him, that no ſuch iadig- ; 
nity to the Nabob ſhould ever be countenanced by us; _ were: en- 

truſted with the management a es a e _ 
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839. The ſame day Sir Edward Hogbes Weste us with an e 
Pu. us, that in order to ſatisfy the Nabob's mind on the ſub- 
je& of his Highneſs's application to him as the King's ſervant, he had 

immediately ſent him a copy of his letter and our thc 184 wy 
et en not . to A N the e effect. 


Wh 7 


1 4 y 
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90 On FA 1oth of ſaboiths "rected a latter 1 "tle Governors 
; G Council of Bengal, requiring copies of our proceedings 
relative to Tanjour; and ſignifying to us at the ſame time, that 
they were the more! deſirous of receiving ſuch materials, as they were 
informed an officer at the head of the Company's troops had been ſent 
to Arrialoor, which place they underſtood was ſituated without the 
boundaty of the Kingdom of Tanjour, to ſeize upon one or more of the 


Nabob's officers, and had carried him or them with bike 5 to 
en 13 1.55 4 4 

91. That this act required an explanation. If it was neceſſary in 
order to carry your inſtructions into execution, we would be juſtified 
by your inſtructions; but, that this tranſaction, ſo far as they were yet 
acquainted with it, appeared to them a violation of the independent 
rights of the Nabob of the Carnatic, in which character neee 18 
e was, eee by: the n of Nie 15 | 1 


1 7 39 1 77 1 3 11505 * Hi 


2 + To this e we e 3 at Pigot. apquainted u. As. 
« he had paſſed through the Tanjour country, he found the proper 
« officers with all their accounts had been removed by the Nabob's 

orders from the yillages, and was ſoon informed that every part of the 
N was in the. ſame dannen That every means had been taken 


pn; 


"0 OG: 1; 
Uto throw difficulties in his way in the execution of the Company's | 
ordert; and to diſtreſs the country and its inhabitants. That without 
© the aſſiſtance of the Dobbeer, the principal officer af the Nabob, 
„ha was ſeized; and his accounts, it would have been im poſh ble ſot 
the Rajah to have obtained any: knowledge af the revenues, or in- 
„ deed to have been properly placed in the management of his country; 
this man having been firſt: Miniſter, and in fact Govetnot of the 
« Tanjour country for fifty years paſt. That after Tanjour was taken, 
< he told the Nabob's ſon, who commanded there for his father, that 
<« he wanted not to deſert his maſter in his mis fortunes, and refuſed to 
act, until he carried bim te the Rajah, and defired'' the Najah to lay 
& his commands upon him. That, on this (Lord Pigot's) proceeding 
for Tanjour, the Nabob ordered the Dobbeer to be ſent out of the 
« Tanrjour country, with all the public accounts. That the Dob beer 
had. retarded his journey by various pretences, and ſent a meſſage to 
* the Rajah defiring he might be conducted to Tanjour- That the 
* troop, which attended Lord Pigot, was therefore” ſent to eſcort him; 
but when the troop arrived at the place, whence the meſſage to the 
Rajah had been ſent, they found the Dobbeer had been conveyed from 
«thence to Arrialoor, whither the commanding officer of the troop 
« followed, and eſcorted him to Tanjour. That Lord Pigot had wrote 
« the Nabob, if he would pleaſe to order the Amuldars and other 
« officers to return their accounts to the Dobbeer and Tanjour,' juſtice 
« might be done to every man, and the country, in a proper and equit- 
« able manner, we nn he However ER not re e to nf 
with.“ | | bete rat 
9z. That we Seer W681 0 bet the Wee rue bi 
we could not believe that treaty could be conſtrued to obſtruct any 
proper meaſutes, which might be neceſſary for the wee 4 ene, 
or the 7180 of the Carnatic. 


94. Our veohbeaigh: boils an isbver it Was out of our power to 
have them eopiod in time to accompany this letter. They were  how- 


as | | ever 


1 7 7 i 
ever after warde tranſmitted to them, together 1 Papers that 
IR of IR ee bre Hv ne . ge judgment. 
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95. The le the — and Council of 0 
. on taking this ſubject into conſideration, as well as their direc- 


tions to us in eee will be GY ant ef inthe; latter: ele of 


Y 
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"La It 15 N cecellieyio remark, that on 88 to Mr, Tink 
field an Mr. De Souza, two gentlemen, who were well qualified, from 
their extenſive dealings in the. Tanjour country, to inform us, we found 
that [the © village accounts were Mill, in the reſpective villages in that 
country; although Lord Pigot has repeatedly, declared, e hd - 
out of it by the n orders of the Nabob.. 7 
| 97. On the 17th f Tina: Mir. Stratton, S Raven Fletcher, Meſſrs. 
Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, delivered in a_ joint 
minute. on the ſubiect . our eee mY 8 eu 5 


"i. 


1 4 


1 3 


* 
* IJ 


33. Mr. Jourdany gaze in a a ſeparate, one likewiſe on the . day, con- 
taining. a {ſketch of what be was of « opinion might be effected for the ſe- 15 
cutity and advantage c of the Company, the W and dl che Baisb, .To 
theſe minutes we beg you will be referred... | 


ONO 20 938: $005 oor 41) 


99. At the ſame meeting that theſe minutes: wele delivered it in, "Lord 
Pigot moved the following queſtions ; * That it was the opinion of the- 
Board, the fetter from the Nabob to Sir Edward Hughes was written 


* 1 to. Ecate: ! between the members of this govern- 


I 1 157 4 3 Þ 8 
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101. The a ne againſt it were Meſſrs, Ale Tourdan, Palmer, 
Floyer; Sir Robert Fletcher, and Mr. Stratton. 


102. 10 


. - 
— 
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Mog Lord: 1 wiltiaved 374infer Tack=4erterbrthiarierinen. 
45 ab the Nabab to Bir Edward Hughes, ant after the ſentiments ke 
(Lord Pigot) expreſſed in reply to Sit Edward Hughes, as well as what 


. paſſed in debatè upon the ſubject, he did hope the impropriety, nay 


4-4ndecency,: of viſiting the Nabob under ſuch circumſtances; would 
4 ſtrike every member of the Council, and therefore agrerabhy to the 


% fanding ordert of the Company, recommended, that no member tie 
. *© Council ſhould henceforth" viſit, or correſpond by writing of by, meſſage, 


« with the Nabob or either of his font ; ; and the more particularly ſo, as 


be was informed the Nabob had been made acquainted with the late rg | 


&r ceedings of rhe Board, and he thought | it very improper, any | "member 
0 of the Council "thould' be liable to che llighteſt ſuſpicion | pf divulging 
. to the Nabob the Provectings of government,” | = * . — 5 + my 
De HIYTIAL F943. FUG AL . : 
103. This queſtion ww likewiſe” carried in the affirmative, by? Lord 
Hg caſting vote. ang DK ed pork Ys 10 i, 1 of X 
104. Thoſe members who were apatnkt it it, "Melts: EE Rd 
Palmer, . Sir Robert Fletcher, arguing, that the Court of Direc- 
tors did not mean the Nabob ſhould be prevented from ſeeing | any bete 
Tons” whatever, much "Jets members of this government ; "that thoſe. SY 
ders Were only to be underſtood, that all correſpondence with the Nabob 


or other country powers on Heir ait, mould be carried on in Shou 
name 125 Affen. T 2 
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OR 8 That Weg an * 4 thit 8 of the PETS 50 40 
yiſi the Nabob, would be extremely | improper, and more eſpecially at 
a time, when accuſations from the Nabob againſt Lord Pigot were lay- 


ing before the Board: that ſuch a motion implied ſtrong ſuſpicions of 
members of government ; and that the, Nabob, having expreſſed ſtrong 
apprehenſions for his own perſonal ſafety, ſuch W would 


| ee be ne Lad ſuch an n 
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106. Lord Pigot then repreſented to the Board, m that 
attended the conſtant reſidence of the; Nabobi within the Compariy's 
bounds, and moded * As he was deſtrous to avoid every=:dccafion i of: 
cc giving diſguſt to the Nabob, and tas eircumſtanees would oer daily” 


to efcreaſe his diſcontent vhilſt he remained here that it be recbm-⸗ 
«mended to the Nabob, to reſide at Ateot, a8 Way effe dual me- 


<©thod of preventing mifunderſtandingei!t! T 3% 01 gin 51 ai doin? 
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9 4 107. This motion made by Lord Pigot met, as you will naturally con 
_ ceive, with ſtrong oppoſition; and upon being put wen vote was car - 
eee ot ſeven anni ennie ul 


dt e hi no god , eee ee 


3 The mejcki who were againſt it, argued; that the inconve- 


niences, which would ariſe from it; were infinite; without there being 


the appearance of the leaſt poſſible advantage to the COmpany's affairs. 
That in caſe of refuſal compulſatory meaſures eould not be uſed toward 


the Nabob, ho had reſided here 46" mahy years 3 that frome ſuch a ep | 


it muſt appear not only to the Nabob, but to the whole world; : that, in 
conſequence of the late unhappy miſunderſtandings between him and 


Lord Pigot, we had become diſtruſtful of his friendſhip. that wN e were 
alſo diſtruſtful of one another, and chat we were inelined to offer indig- 


nity to his perſon, whenever he ſhould think it adviſeable to differ in 
opinion upon any matter, which might concern himſelf or government, 
and that it woüld tend to diſguſt him againſt the Company's: governs 


ment, and help to alienate that ſtrongifriendſhip and alliance which _ 
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109. Further reaſbns are adduced in Wat ofthis . a 


5 N the 24th of June, when ſeveral minutes and diſſents were entered 


relative to the queſtion, on which it was founded, as alſo 10 the preced · 
ing ones, moved the ſame day by his Os as enn 


_ which we requeſt anger re attention. #149 174k; ati lee 
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1 10, M- gitalton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Meſſrs. Brooke. 1 


Jourdan; and Machay, likewiſe gave in a minute on the ſame day, ro 
marking, that Lord Pigot having been pleaſed in bis, reply to, the 
4. omplaints laid before the Board by Sir Edward Hughes, to acknow- 


u + ledge firſt; that of having threatened to place a guard near the Nabob's 


40 perſon; and ſecondly, that of having ordered * Party of- ſeapoys to 
march in the night to St. Thome for another particular purpoſe, it be» 


„ came a duty incumbent on them to give their opinions upon thoſe 


point, leſt their ſilence ſhould paſs for an implied approbation; and: 
on that approbation a precedent might afterwards be founded and pleaded = 


in ſimilar caſes.” They chen procged 10 giye cheir nee thoſe 
points, to which we beg you will be referred. | 
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111. After this minute, yb¹ỹj’ — wall. perecive, the follnin 


Ft 


queſtion; moved by Mr. Mackay. 7) 
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. A the reſolutian on the Nabob's letter to bir Edward: Heated, 
Was carried by the Preſident's caſting vote, though in Mr, Mackay's 


dpinion a party concerned. and though the opinion of one of the mem- 


bers for:that, queſtion (Mr. Brooke) deren ae Mr. POTN 
Annen 98 3}, $1067 30 het; x 
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| _— Which-cieftion: was followed by die Ln Fletcher's 8 


to the Board,; . That be had had the rechrds examined, and could find no 


Fluch ſtanding order of we Company, as was quoted by Lord Pigot, 
, and upon which he imagined ſome. of the members of the Board were 


« induced to vote for his Lordſhip's ſecond motion.“ Sir Robert F letcher 
«Furthes obſerved, „ That upon confidering. attentively the words, in 
#-which that motion was conceived, he found that members of the 


Board might be thought by ſome (though innocently), to offend, againſt 


7s the teſolution, which paſſed upon that motion, merely becauſe they did 


1 not, and in his opinion could not ſhut their doors in the faces of the 


% Nabob and his ſons, when they happened to drop in of an evening on 
«a wür; and as for himſelf, he een, that there were frequent 


— 


„ complains 


1 8 ) 


eienr e to him from the ont- garriſons of pues heise | 
the officers under his command, andthe »Nabob's; officer, eabd agaioft. 


% ſome of the Company's officers, in the Nabob's ſervice, upon points 


« of duty; that theſe bw conſequerice of 4 meſſage from the Cotamander 
*in Chief to the Nabob, or to one of hie fons,: or a meſſage from one 


Of them to the Commandet in Chief, were in nnen ſottled 
| «by tine.” 1312 oh nal ü c , enen 1929 51150 
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114. For all bete erdbüs Sie Robe e the impropriety 


of the reſtlulton on Lord Pigot's ſecond motion viz. . That ne member 
of the undd do heheeforth viſit; or correſpond?! by Writing br b 
% meſſage with the Nabob, or either of his ſous, would ſtrike: ever; 


member of the Board, and therefore moved, thut chat reſolutibtt chould 


be feſeindel. 99 D ν Win 5. 40 5311337 £215 it 1520 Þ off 
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115. As Mr. Done ad Bee prefer; When tle ubovd! mentibnel 
queſtions moved by Lord Pigot, were reſolved in the affirmative, it 


was agreed at the deſfre of Lord Piget, to ſumon Miri DiwTonyswho 
had taken his final leave of the Bord, in order ts proeted to Hurbpr, 10 


attend the next Council, when” the” Tbregoicg. Gtios= of Mr. Muekry. | 


and Sir Robert Fletcher ſrl bo tak nt eotderiio Tad, b40991,01 
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1156. In the meutl Wink Wit Dilrympte gave 0 nete den e pros 
ceedings relative to Tanjour entered in conſultation iſt of Juli 
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117. On the 8th of July Sit Robert Fiewhigrdefired, iat hie weten 
for reſcinding the reſolution of the 17th of June, on Lord Pigot's ſecond 


queſtion, relative do members of the Coudelt detvititingyorireceiving mee = 


ges from che Nabe er elcket er bis won mig be taken into n 
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2 1591 That it was true he ee deen ee Mr: Brocke given his 
eonſent to the reconſideration ot · the reſolution of the 29th of May on the 
Nabob's and Mr. Benfield's alaims on the Tanjour cauntry: becauſe that 
private property was then concerned; but, as no ſuch matter was affected 
by the reſolution of the 17th of June, and beeanſe the reſcinding ſuch re- 
ſolution would only tenereaſe the difficulties? he had found in conducting 
te buſineſs of the Company with the Nabob, he declared, he never would 
7 555 that: the queſtion moved by Sir Robert, Fletcher ſhould 
be put. He iat abe ſame timeſobſerved, that he was certain of acting on 
that occaſion! with perfect conſiſtency. That during the many years he 
had been in the ſervice, he had always known the buſineſs of the her- 
originate with the Preſident, who was undoubtedly the propereſt perſon to 
18 chem ſugk:ſubjeGs as required eee A 
n omiadtiie ei havidl5t 3695 48 1 58 Pe ihne 0 % 
20. Lord Pigbt, refuſing in this manner to put the queſtion. eee | 
by Sin Robert Hletcher for-ceſcinding; the reſolution, paſſed on his Lordſhip's | 

_ fagadimodoma 7th; of June, the majority: thought it. incumbent on them 
to record their gpinigns.on. the oceafion,, in, every reſpect diſapproving af 
Lord Pigot's conduct, and declaring “ that his Lordſhip ought not to re- 

ful putting the queſtion, and that. the reſolution. ſhowe be an 
aura el Ai bontetiotiios e 51515 fes Fot onal I 169 
221; | Joint and ſeparate minutes were entered M them on the Gelbes, 
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races be wat well eguninced ha-perfon but, himſelf. cad agitate;@.yueftion = 
At the board; that he had ever known that right veſted folely in the Preſir 


dent, who was always ſuppoſed the beſt judge of what queſtions were 
r were not fit for tlie benefit of the Company e affairs; and whD if a 
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FUN ag. This 3 of July. On the fea We the members af the 
preſent e gave emen 7 e EOF. {1038 | 
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124. The Preſident e Pigot, having at two former conſultations 


“ aſſerted a right to adjourn the Council, contrary to the opinion of the 


majority of che board, having in the civil department: tefuſed to put a 
t previous queſtion (which was moved, ) although deſired, by, many of the 
board, Who had not had time to conſider of the propolitign laid, before 
them ; having at the laſt meeting refuſed to put a queſtion: regularly 


, moved, for reſeiading a former reſolution of Council; and having aſſetted | 
4 that a reſolution of the majority of the board could not be carried-1 into 
0% execution without his concurrence, in the latter of which he was ſup- 


ported by Mr. Palrymples. we thaught it incumbent upon us to expreſs 


« the-aſtoniſhment as well as concern we felt; at hearing ſuch -doQrines, to 
« declare in the ſtrongeſt terms, that ſuch claims were incompatible. with 
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* majority might exiſt, whether 15 Preſident, were of.it 0 or 4 Su 
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l our maſters and to our country, regard to thoſe who were placed "under 


ire up any of. the. rights. entruſted 19, us by, the” conflitution.. We 


« knew. our, rights, but we incerely, hoped : never ta be driven to the. Pain 
« ful neceſſity of exerting them; and on chat occaſion we hoped 1 it Wople 
t ſuffice, that the opinions of the majority of che board, being for reſcind: 


Ling che reſolution, upon the ſecond; motion of Lord pigot the 17th of 
June, that * ſame Was lin ard e in; the EA * 


2 a 
« reſeigded, , ni foro db, on ee 


l - 
$7 "VS. nn A. 44 Li 5 i Ty $ = * P 
1. Y , ;V WV \ 
f 


3 


dete rat 51 on Dato om el HSH "11.30 ne W - 
Pets > 


E423 - * 


MVva vx 
MVILMMATIHY 


« the rights of the other, members, ef this government, and 19 wany 


35 Nr. 


- * # 
* * * 1 
v 
* 4,04 — 
* .* 
* 
4: ea 2 


whales Mr. Dalrymple then thought it was a proper ae ee 

4 « That from a careful peruſal of the Company's commiſſion of /govern- 

„ ment, he found that the Council were appointed the better to enable the 
* to manage the affairs of the Company*; that he therefore 
could not think the Couneil were, either by the letter or ſpirit of thut 
** commiſſion, nen to. GO. the EY: affairs without the 
66 . R ee ne e e | 
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3 150 On the 2 ch of a e was laid . ; 


der- General Sir Robert Fletcher, addreſſed to him by Colonel Stuart“ 
wherein Colonel Stuart ſubmits it to the conſideration of the commander 
in chief, if it were not proper, for the reaſons he aſſigns, that the bdard 
would be pleaſed to ch og e to the WAG the fort nnd eee 
ee 8 5 Gs bs Gon SALE: RH denen. © 
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9148. The och of July sir Robert Fieithier; for the reaſons ye | 


Galena Stuarts letter, and bechufe he withed to Have his ſentiments „ 
the ſtate of the fort andcountry 'of Tarijour, with reſpect to their defence; 3 
| particularly . as it was rumoured, armaments were firting out from France, 


recommended, that Colonel 1 porg ſhould be appointed to the command of 
Tanjour, \ l ; I 3.163 13; 5 ür een 0 73 
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by 130. A TY of betretet I, hol of his ap- 
Pointment, was laid before the board by the commander in chief the zothi 
of july; which inſtructions, though not diſapproved in, any reſpect by 


of Pigot or any other member, Were ordered to lye nnen 


MVS EVIC 
BRITANNICVM 


. | 1 5085 
and Far 1 TOON? to, 5 ww, * which: he might think 
"AF" BOLT a7? 30 Rs 75 Thy 7 ah hy . 


; 7 ö N f " : l ax 
"ISL e I e 


— c = #5 F 


"237. Ac 508 87 the e of 155 it was not nel the 10 
of Auguſt, that Colonel Stuart was officially acquainted therewith, and | 


ordered to hold himſelf in readineſs to enen to We 


1 132. Sir Robert Trees not 1 zi to attend Conch Bom! in- 


diſpoſition, incfoſed to the Secretary the 19th of Auguſt, a paper of | 
freſh inſtructions for Colonel Stuart, which he deſired might be laid be- 


bans 


fore the Board, for their, Po OI his e * x. of the 
former Ws 10 ba | | whe 
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133 They were on that * N e be laid belies us; when Lord: 


Pigot remarked, that © He had frequently repeated to the Board his ear- 


10 neſt, wiſh, that they would permit Mr: Ruſſell to proceed to Tanjour, a 


« if it were even for a few days. That he was ſo fully convinced. of the 
b | neceflity of that meaſure, the Rajah and the country being in the great- 
« eſt diſtreſs, that he was forced in the ſtrongeſt terms to urge his for- 


mer deſire, that Mr. Ruſſell might have their permiſſion to go in the 


manner he before recommended to them. This be was in hopes the 


% Board would acquiefce in; and the more fo, as he had at a former con- 
_ « ſultation declared, he never could give his conſent, to Colonel Stuartis 
« going to Tanjour, until the Board ſhould: have likewiſe reſolved, that 


0 Mr. n ſhould dee thither ee ta lit ene, wt 


134. "The fenſe of the Board was then taken upon the above, e 


a majority of ſix to four were againſt Mr. Ruſſell's going to Tanjour; 
| becauſe he was appointed by the Company 4 member of the commit ies 

of circuit; and becauſe this matter had been ſtreuuouſly agitated in the 
_ eivil department, when a reſolution paſſed; that 1 a. MF. mn 


fould-ſet off on that ſerviee che 3 ft of a e 5 1 
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135. Velde, the Jravght of- e being read, Tord ben 
obſerved, that, Having repeatedly recommended to the Board the: pro- 
4 priety, not to ſay neceſſity of Mc. Ruſſell's going to Tagjaur, he then 
857 declared, he never would give. his ſanction to any inftruions to'Co- 
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6 lonel Stuart, until that * was adopted. # | 
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N. 1 Mr. Floyer then deſired the queſtion might be put to the Board 
to take into conſideration the above draught of inftru@ions t to Colonel 
Stuart. 4h oy 
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Be 137; 1300 Pigot, however, oppoſed it, and declared « For the rea 
* ſons he had before aſſigned, that he in not t put the queſtions at that 
T time.“ 

1 Lord ple! ei in (this manner refuſed to put the” een 
moved by Mr. Floyer, and i it being a matter of the greateſt conſequence, 
to be determined. whether the Prefident had a right to refuſe putting any 


queſtion propoſed, cb conſideration * 8 was deferred until the next i 
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129. ties adewbleb the next morning in at debe of W 
ment, Mr. Mackay recorded an opinion to the following effect, that the 
Preſident (Lord Pigot) having refuſed to put the queſtion moved by Mr. 
Floyer, viz. to take into conſideration the draught of inſtructions to Co- 
lonel Stuart, he thought it neceſſary to enter his opinion, that the Board 


ſhould then Oey to take into conſideration 75 ſaid inſt uctios. 


1 


| 140. Ml b ſubſcribed to this opinion. 1 RN e een 


n 5 1000 Pigot then . 4 That, 11 8 not to give 
© his conſent to Colonel Stuart's going to Tanjour until Mr. Ruſſell ſhould 
© be ordered to proceed thither likewiſe, he would not ploy es matter to 
« be then agitated at che Board.“ 
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143. Finding his 3 thaxs: biene in his refuſal « put . 
queſtion, we were undet the neceſſity, .as:theonly-alternative:left us to 
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144. The :aftruQions were W 8 «oP a  caojadity; * che 
Bs and tranſcribed fair for. ſigning, together with a letter to Leute - 
nant Cofonel Harper, directing him to deliver over the command of Tag- 
| Jon to Colonel un — va an 
by; 405 theſe ogy Rt orefented-t to Lend Pigot + to Fa boon rl 
4 that, . Conformably to what he had before ſaid; he would not 
put his name to them; that having made uſe of every argument in- 5 
* his power to diſſuade the majority of the Council from attempting to 
e catry this meaſure into execution without his concurrence, ſo he 
« thought it his duty to the Company, his friendſhip to the different 
members, and his regard to the good order and government of the ſet- 
ci tlement, to deſire, that they would not proceed further therein; and 
« to declare as his opinion that without his name to thoſe orders, they were | 
not the at? of government, and men executing ſuch orders, might be 
«. liable to difficulties, which he wiſhed the different members to be as 
Si r bre 50 bude nr Hz (PETS) E 4547 "0 He 4 
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1 46. The ſame moderation and forbearance, which we bad hitherto 
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147. ; Two' days' FORE the Board being/alleinbled; e a Miete $0: 
the following purport“, That Lord  Pigot Having refuſed/in conſulta- 
tion the N of Auguſt zo put 1 the 1222 for Gar! into conſidera- 
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aids ths den dice 60 bed Stuart, me declared that 3 | 
6th exfufl'as inconfiftent with the rules of the-fervice,anditendiag/to: 
Ty « fab vert the conſtitutinn, but un willing to ꝓroceed in liaſte, on mat - 


« ter of ſo much iinportahce, that we had moved the adjournment of 
&« Council, till the next day, when we ſlill found his Lordſhip afferting 


<do@rines deftructive.of the principles of the conſlitution. That we 
*5rould not but erpreſd our aſtoniſſiment at ſuch extraordinary de- 
& clarations,. =s he then made. Mie urnied, tut the cuncurrence of the: 
"a Prefident was neceſſary to conſlitute an ati of government, and we de- 
<Qlated hie condut to be uncut and iliegal. We had not a 
«-Joubt, that a 0g Board were ed ebener Wage 
e was as much bound by thoſe N as any bes lof the Boandl. 
But as he had thought proper, contrary to the eſtabliſhed uſage of the - | 
e fer to dere poßtirely he would not ſign the inſtructions to Colo- 
nel Stürt, 'though thiſe zuſtructiens bud been approved by ia majority = 
<bfHeComal*, and thereby bedame an aft of government, yet, wil- 55 
ing to give further time, for the conſtderation of fo weighty a matter, 
he had moved the adjournment of Council, previous however to 
vn preſecution ef the buſineſs in qqueſhon, as à refuſal to put quel 
angry ago retard if mot totally fop-the execution of every meaſure 
«not onformable tothis Tordſhip's ſentiments, we declared we were of 
opinion; that in amd f the Profedent*s refuſal to pᷣut d queſtion propoſed 
hh member, it unt tie duty of the Secretary to put that queſtion, be- 
«ging firſt with the youngeſt member of Council to anfwer ſuch queſ- 
on. and that a refuſal to anſwer ſhould be deemed a breach of-jhe 
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difficulties men were Rable to, extonting ſack orders 4 id Ki | 
15 were not an act of government, without his name's Pins ork them ; 


and having the ſutisfüction then to find, that the (everdt members | 


r ment of two days, and receiving fn the” greats kattfüch cn, of Bad. 


8 deciſtye ſhoyld make its appearance, before our. Hongurable by 
ne that they may not on the arrival of the Grenville remain with bears 
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be. * The majority, barivg proceeded. 6 far. on Fr lafuan 8 
«6 bring the inftruQions to SAY .ptyart,. and. the letter ta Lieutenant 


Colonel Harper, to the pojnt o "figning ; and he the Preſident hav- 
5 ing refuſed to put his name thereto, xecammendjng, that-the gentlemen 


of the majority would. pleaſe to conſider Whether it were not 


£ 
| « in them to proceed no further, and remarking at the ſame ti 


hat 


* wiſhed to give ihis matter full eenfideration by defiring an ad 


< ing no gentleman urge the proſecution thereof? ke the Prefident 

hopes, that he may be ſo fortunate. as to meet the Board incliged 70 
40 let. this matter reſt, until the pleaſure of their: honounghla) 11 
* known ; and therefore recommends, that they will do 16.” The Prefi- 


gent further adds, that jt ſeemg to him quite neceſſary, that ſomething 


* great detriment and bad Arn of their affairs, 5 
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4 5 Wat 8 2. . 
Haring eas our opinion ne of. the.infiruQions..to 5 
Colonel Stuart, andi reflecting on the tendency of the arguments and | 
declarations made by bis Lordſhip in , ſupport of his having, the power 
.N put a negative upon all acts of the majority he did not approve, and 
at, by virtue gf ſuch” negative,” no meaſure: of the majority of the 
ard could be deemed an act of, government, and conſequently could 
88 not be carried into execution: We reſolved, if his Lordſhip ſhould ſtill 
E perſiſt in his refuſal to fgn the inſtructions. that ty ms be e 2 a 
the RN, by « order of the Coungih, OT ge OF NA 
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| a Hering Fay given. one. Fg we ee on >> Pigat. 90 
joint minute, which we all ſigned, to direct the Secretary to fign the let- 
ters to Colonel 'Stuatt and Lieutenant-Colonel Harper; and on is re- 
fuſing to ue Juch directions we declared, we looked upon ourſelves being 


1 majority, as authorized to order e Secretary to 980 them, 28 ac. 
- T3 4 #3 af ©. 
cette wrote we Kellowing letter. PAR OY ART n 
ain Rü eg 37 Ba l | Ab» + 
1 ee diese 
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. 6: the majority of the 3 baying approved. of the inſtructions 

; al NN. Colonel Stuart and the letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, and the 

25 e not only having refuſed to fign, them himſelf, but alſo refuſed 
o order you to. dp it, we are reduced to the diſagreeable neceflity of 

þ 125 15 von to ſign the ſaid ae e- ode: 2 . eme, 
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wlll 53. A ad? as "this letter was 'figned 8 Mr. Westen and Mr. 
"Brooke, Lord Pigot ſnatched it out of the hand of the latter as he was 
*paſling it round to the other members of the majority for their figna- 
"Lures, and at the ſame inſtant taking a paper, out of his pocket, ob- 


* to che Board, « that having 9 entreated them not 10 carry. 5 


E * x 
SO47EEE 32 t1 | | 


e 


«© this dn but to wait the determination * the Cure of Dia- ̃ 
& ors, he would. now tap it wer it mac, and then;read the contents of 5 
the paper az followeth.,, -.;.. eee, 


1 * ＋ yy 


I 54. «] charge George Stratton oa Henn, Brooke, dare, with be- 


- > ing cuilty of an act ſubverſive. of the authority, « of, government, and tend- 
« ing to introduce. anarchy, 1 in ſigning orders to the. Secretary to give in- 
« ſtructiens to Colonel Stuart, which have not been * and. * 
"ys Prof ag Comer 


8 « 10 


* 
nenn Nr e b * 3 : 
N f 1 1 * ; © & $$. 31 = Fe.; ö , Fu 
ESE 4 I „ 4 * S wh An 4 * 1 4 4 r wt 74 „ 


record, that hey would not admit of the e foregoing. being « a an as it way 
| for their Ggning : a paper agteed upon by the majority. 'of the, Bo 

expreſſed by Meſſrs Stratton, Brocke, Floyer, Palmer, Iourdan res 
Mackay, v who were on the point of ſigning t the order,, had they not been 


812 


prevented by Lord Pigot's ſnatching the paper in * manner * 


mentioned. 
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1 156. As the minute given in by Ta Pigot cor a8 he ex- 


prefſed himſelf, a charge of the higheſt nature againſt Meſſrs. Stratton 


and Brogke, he recommended, that thoſe gentlemen. ſhould be ordered 


| to e that their conduct wight be. taken inta. conſideration, . 
1375 Me. N at haſt Mr. Mackay ſeconded the motion, 
that * Board ſhould ee till is. next W at 10 987 8 


n >, * 
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we 58; Wie mica, 8 was not attended. to. by Lord Pigot, | 


7 Mr. OFT Fe and Mr, Brooke thereupon thought. it ker to | 
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- * j 
* 


| 39 3.90 


who,..as ſoon as it had been written down by the Secretary, moved, can | 
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the Board ſhould come to the following reſolution, | : Hy + "ol 


As. Reſolved, that George Stratton and genf Bree Elass de | 


no ſuſpended ſrom the ee 8 (eeviers until the Company's ler- 
« els ge known.”.. k N Ar 27 183232 101 n 4 Ake e 
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Mr. Palmer 60 Nang the rel8frto," 1" aq wy 

Bite! Me, Stone For the reſolution, 
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1560. The Secretary was hors ordered by Lord Pigot to take ns — 
e from Mr. Brooke or Mr. Stratton, on, the queſtion before the 
Board, 3 as the Ganding orders of the Company fed, that Yo mem- | 
„bet thalt fit. in Council when a charge 1 is delivered 10 againſt him.” 
The Prefident Lord. Pigot for the geſolafion. And as on caſting. up \the | 
; votet, it appeared they were "equal four to four, the Frefident dent red i i 

FP might be recorded, that ebe, _ es be. a his caſting I, Vote for 


2 N 85 . 1912791 
the reſolution. R | Pp den 
LA ; N 520115 dent 
S 165 T er ; carried according? * the refulation 9 Ler- F 5 eine 
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162. It i Walt PR AY to Ra bp Pur ieb ours, ther the 465 
of. our giving any vott whatſoever, on ff e 4 guęſhon, proceeded 
From our conviction, that, if we had refuſed to vote, Lord Paget u would have 

| contented hinfe I with the votes of his three find. an n own, an have 
deemed them ſufficient to carry this illegal attempr to Ju pint Mts. Stratth 
and Broate; and we were pofitive in point of legality, by voting upon the 
| queſtion, we ſhould have Jraſtrated fo daring an attempt, to ſuſpend thoſe 
two. gentlemen, upon this ground, that 7 US the accuſed were prevented 

= voting, the admiſſion of the accuſer*s vote pot "the fame ue; Fw r 

5 . Bali have Seen admitted. 
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163. Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brockt genvereck in tt on be be- 
Cain againſt the reſolution; but the Secretary being ordered® by bis 
= Lordſhip not to take either the vote of Mr. Stratton or of Mr. Brooke, _ 
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164. A proteſt againſt the illegality dhe reel 


gent en wrote at the time, was likewiſe omitted by His Lordſhip's Or» | 


ders, who, with his own hands ſcratched out the minuteg ade by the 
Socretaty in conſequence inthe draught of the conſultation of lun day. 


eit u bin an mit fol 2h An! non mae Net. 
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165. Meſſrs. Mackay, Jourdan, Palmer, cad ee eee 
teſted agaiaſt Lord Pigot, thoſe gentlemen, who were for the ro- 
ſolut ion, declaring the meaſures to be the moſt ar bitraty ever! koown 
at a Board, under an Engliſh: government, and ſolely intended i on 
illegal munner to get rid of the rener egi eee that his Lord 
= hn, comm enter rgb er Wan bt be 


2 


Ar OH Fe 


Lin Elis Lerdddp. Wü ahi es ihe, Coupeil,, uss the 
next morning at eleven o'clook,., although we kept our ſeats, and 
declared to his Lordſhip unanimouſly, that the proceedings againſt 
Meſſrs. Brooke and Stratton were ſo pointedly illegel and umzjuſt, tbat 


nm i eee een eee — 4 


we ſhould, notwithſtanding his attempt to Juſprad them, 1 


N N esel i Wake cen meas lg. , 
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| Gb On the Sees babe e a Ie 
pened, Lord Pigot directed the Secretary to ſend round a e u ene 
for the EN 5 the Board to aſſemble i in Council the next morning. 


** 


1 10 So 941 th" ius (he ie Kt 


ee e ale Am 0 t. Brooke were 


e ane the names ef all the others were inſerted, a 
well as that of Mr. Richard Lathom, Chief of Cuddaloce, ih 
been at the Preſidency for ſeveral wy 3 ever having been defied 
40: attend abe Buard.,- 3. 15E n mM. wit) ot Loves ne n T9903 8 7 N 
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169. In this dilkracted Mats flee ev waar 
by a moſt unparalleled act, ea to uſurp all our confſtteotional 


vil der | | rights, 
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8 ing to extremities, we thought it expedient to write letter f proneſt 


to his Lordſhip, and the other gentlemen who had voted for the ſul- 


„ eee eee eee vil) Wage t et 
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Ky 146." Welforined Werd , that wez handed inal 
„ being of Conne and conſtitating a mjotity thereof, taking into our 


moſt ſerious conſideration the proceedings upon record at the two 


laſt meeting, and more particularly the'unexampled outrage offered 


2 to the conſtitution, and arbitrary behaviour towards two of our num 


ber, by an illegal attempt to ſuſpend them, in order by a trick to gain 
*© a majority, were of opinion, that the public ſafety. was an danget by 
the conduct of Lord Pigot, Meſfrs. Ruſſfell, Dalrymple; and Stone, 
ho had ſupported, and by every perſon ho ſhould continue to ſup- 
port ſuch meaſures, and we ſhould hold them reſponfible for all the 
© conſequences that might enſue. That we "rhe majority-confiltred our- 
40 ſeluet as the only: legal repreſentatives of tie Honourable Company under 
® this" Prefidenty i and a ſuen we had not a doubt, bur all the ſervants of 
* the Company would regard ut. That for theſe reaſons,” and the evident 
« Hegality"of the fuinmons to council! for that morning, in which 
« were omitted the names of Me. George Stratton and Mr. Hentyß 
« Brooke, two legal members of the Board, we could not conſiſtently 


« with the duty we n to our Honourable W attend un faid 
r $32 51 eie TAS lai 
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i 53 707 
171. We likewiſe judged i it eh to oh the . General 
and Council of Bengal of the alarming ſtate, of your affairs | under this 
government, and accordingly NR 55 a letter on the ſubject, to 
Which we deg you will be ping dre e211” 0 Tart} 28 Tow 
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172. This Ree! was 3 to PUN 1 cover of a SS 8 
mitted to that Preſideney by Commodore Sir Edward Ather who bd. 
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informed us he would forward it to them in that manner. 

en nos 15 n ies DET 
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ad git 


173. By 


e Abougn ws had obſerued tho · utnoſt môderation Sed com- 


— 


tech 1 


e theſe Meaſuces, it is evident his Lordſhipes views were, 0 
illegal and arbitrary; mander, to ſeeure a majority without: which he 


kne v his ſchemes! could not he carried ĩoto executions) Me ſqund m- 


ſelves under the neceſſity, either of paſſively giving up our own; rights 
and the known conſtitution of government, and of becoming ace ſſaries 
in all the evil conſequences which might eaſue, ot, by ſeparating, hew 
by the leiter we ſent by the hands of the notary public. thati as ami 
tb Cauncil, e were reſoluved in this extremity to maintain the; contitu- 
tional rights of the Company, and r fignify to all the Company's. ſervants 
and een that we required from them ee to our legal u. 5 
ae 
174. 10 . of chis oublic iQ on our ens Lord Pigot pro- 
ceeded immediately to % vialent meaſures of ordering the Commander 
in Chief under arreſt, and of iſſuing letters of ſuſpenſion to each of us, 
Metirs. Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, Who with Meſſrs: Strat 
bn nn legal majority ol ihe Council. bes 23 


MIK a$2811M844 597 10. 0045 i qu: 2549 1 Runte gane nne 

175 At chis time we had in full view, and under out moſt Grigha 
oohfubiretion,s the critical: fituation, which the public affaits might be 
brought into, by the violent and arbitrary proceedings of a Preſident 
ſuch as Lord Pigot; wie, from-. his: commiſſion. and lacal reſidence was alſo 
Governor of the fort and garri Von, if time and opportunity had been . 
= to nen the IRE in Dy of his you government. 


e b. 239% 206 e 


oak We alla e 5 very . ee that the.remaig- 
ing part of the army, not under the orders of Lord Pigot, ot perceiving | 
the violence and injuſtice done to theit Commander in Chief, who ws 
ordered in arreſt for ſupporting; the civil conſtitution of the Company, 
and well knowing that the army in general, at well as every impartial pen 
in the Settlement, were fully canvinced, that a ręſolutian of the: majority 
the Council was to them 'the only; legal ad e government: We ß 
therefore, that deliberating with anxious minds upon the chance of 
ſuch a dreadful criſs, as that the fort and gartiſon of Fort St. George, 
| with een and n their lead, might poſſibly de 
ig O0 W 


— 


. 5 
ae hem the ret of che Company's poſſefiions-on this: * 


chat ne Nuss f rhe Curnutio whio'is the ally of the crown of dun 1 


Bitzi td tfie Confpiny; and who entruſts himſelf, his family and 


Fenune to the proteRion' of the fort, might by our paſſive delay be abun- 


nbi to le perſon, whom he has reaſon to believe his bittereft enemy; and 
Jiliberftiby farther on the many dangerous conſequences which might 
reſult nid affect the fafety of the ſtate, if not the very exiſtence. of the 
_*Contpany dn this ebaſt, we could not heſitate a moment t reſume the 
eLrxkeurive potbery of government, in which we conceived our ſeluet warranted, 
not ne ay vn eG abe am by the ee 

F neceſſity. © 
ow 40 ;10 :: 197189 10 al „ ile l 40 enen Hh e 

15¹ — — kitten on a * and critical 3 
% Which the deſpotic violence of Lord Pigot had compelled us, chat of 
ſubmitting to an expulſion from your government by a majority af mem- 
bers, and tamely furrendering ourſelves to the diſhonour, infidelity, anti 
baſeneſs of deſerting our truſt, giving up the Nabob of the Carnatic, the 


My of his Majeſty, and the friend of the Company, to his inyrterate 


und bitter enemy, to be treated with diſgrace, under which: he had 
declared he could not, nor would not ſurvive; and giving up alſo: perhaps j 
he e of your Commanider in Chief to an iliegul and compulſery trial z at the 
alternative of attempting to reſtue your government, at the riſque of a convul- 
Jon: When we reflect on thoſe alternatives, to the deſperate choice of 
which we were left on the morning of the 24th of Auguſt; and when 
we now confider how happily the peace of the colony, and the admi- 
miſtration of your affairs, have been extricated from dangers fo emi 
we can never ſufficiently approve the conduct of Colonel Stuart, Shes 5 
Jaithfully and ably diſcharged his duty to you and your legal ireprefen- 
tstives on ſo trying en'\vecafion.. Indeed we are at a loft; which mg v0 
the army from Lord: Pigat, or the very maſterly manner in which herexecated 
bus dererminition.” Our Secretary, Mr. Sulivan, declares, that in the 
hole owerſation, which paſſed between Colonel Stuart and Lord 
Pigbt und his Counſellors in the Council Room, on the evening of the — 
_doTersqut 8 | 8 "Mo 


| i {99% 11 15 | 5 
vl about his acceptiug ĩha com mand. that he nenen n 
4 Anetf acrofnance I it. on the-contrary, ist the, coner/ation Menn! 
Sawant: went y erding ly eugſ ue. 26 to cauſe him to ſe mach She Ruf 
of it to Mr. Oakely'pur-GiyiliSgeretarys 0. few; mingtos. after Lord; Pigat | 
and Colonel Stuart had left the - Council-chamber. Mr. Sulivan, in 
_ pantipular,1.regglles:thar Colqnel Stuart laid great Grefh.ion theſe 
words : „ A is true; have bean paſſively; Commander in, Chief by, Gag 
<< orders, but Ii have yet executed noduty ef the; Commandes.io hien? 
The fingwlor adureſi which he aſter warde ſhewed in condufting l Lord. 


| ſhip to arreſt, was not only warranted by the occaſion, but Was 
lutely neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the undertaking, What was ſo neceſ- 5 
ſary to the {ſucceſs of an undertꝛking: on hic the peace Bf the colony 
_ and- the Carpatie ſo apparently depended, canngt but tefſect hob o 
the: conduct of a ſoldier; executing his ordets. Lord Rigot Mas in het 
criſis dangerous to He tate, and in actuab appoſitionoanthe autharity 
_ which-conſticuted his powers, but whoſe orders he had ifupenſeded, and. 
whoſedyftem hechad evielated, withaut-eveliche;! pretext df cohnectiag 
thoſe tacafyfes with: the ſuppoſed idea of your intereB, :Mebave direts 
ed Colonel Stuart to give us a faithful nareetive of che nner, in which 

he executed our orders, copy of which ſhall wait anygpu;is abumberaie 

the packet, together with his letter of the aath Auguſt to Lord Pigot. 
Nock Amer £55: eg Oils He iwo Znigvortg Wan v4. Þ den 
2 178. The orders we gave to Cclonel Stuart were. to the following . 
effect: That, uncertain to what further exceſa Lord Pigot: might p 

« ceed, unleſs timely prevented, e thoughttit our:duty;vifi. neneſſam 

© to arreſt his perſon, and in conſeguence that we empowered him (Colonel 

&© Stuart) en 40/om, during the unhappy imdiſpoſition gof Bir Robert 


«« Fletcher; we conferred the command of | the army ad ell asf f the 


kh garriſon of | Fort St. George during the preſent danger; vorokte fuck. mant 

* fiires'ds to Him ſhould appeur proper, to plece the furt, garriſon; and forte: 
*. houſe,” under our command, fo that the public tranquility migut be 40, 

A ſtored, and the bufineſs of the Honourable Company tarried-onia-the. 
« uſual manner. That we further ordeted and directed him d he ¹jt 
8 e to arreſt the perſon of 5 Res Fisot, or of any ot her perſon who 

| Ky . hs Os b 
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; 8 him in the execution of our orders; and thay for cheſs 


4:ſafutary purpoſes; we directed all Company's ſervants civil 
cn a perfoiis;' who lived under the protection us government, 


| ais every did and affiſtance in their power,” os cb 
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Ab ds ease essed at theben ess , Melenet base ewe be 
peierſdn of Lord Pigot, and delivered him into the charge of Major 


Horne, comimending at St. Thomas's Mount; with poſitive directions, 


that his nn ſhould be treated with de en ww attention and 


reſpect.” * At 16 + A) Nets # Fe - . 1 II N my . 12 44 Ne + Hs 1 fl. 2 „ 
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from us, the majotity of the Council; or the majority for the time be- 
b ing, we immediately repaired to the Council chamber in the fort · houſe, 
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: to all the labordinactes. eee cb enen gag I" v4 5+; 7 « 9-4 pal tity oF 25 FEY 
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and having aſſembled the military officers of the garriſon, read to them 

our proclamation on the occaſion, when they unanimouſly confirmed 
tous the report of Colonel Stuart. 2 of the eg ene wre | 

ber in dhe packet. LO dad we Van: 


. * % 11 APN ICSLY * 85 Ka o. * | $634 3.4193 0-1 eg ery? t FEW 3 Y i Wel: 


181. The next morning likewiſe, all the Company's ſervants, both 


civil and military, and the inhabitants being aſſembled at the Council» | 


S 


2135 301 213.3 £23 aA {1 V4 Mul ; 
(4286. Ds cepuedfGedeat Ges that Lord Pigot was in arreſt 
anda: and that all the military officers ir the fort had declared 
ic be their duty and roſolution to obey all orders they might receive 
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chamber, the proclamation was read to them, and copies of it iſſued 
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83. bieden eder en the very illegal and: dite 
conduct obſerved by Meſſts. Ruſſel, Dalrymple, and Stone, in tlie ſup- 


port they gave to every meaſure of Lord Pigot, but particularly in the at- 
tempt to enpel un the majarity of the Beard, which convinced us no depen- 


dence: could be placed in them, and conſidering like wiſe, /ow;much the 
Company lad ſuffered: through the: conduct they had -purſued ; we fognd 


ourſelves reduced to rie neceſiity of. ſuſpending them from your ſervice. ”__ 
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* os Mr. Rubberd Lebst likewiſe, * e * with 


Lord Pigor, 'Meſfre/Ruffell,;-Dalfymple and Stone,)for the iegalats' 


tempt to fupend' Af. Ploger, *Paimer, - Yourdan; and Mackay," and 8 


the reſolution of ordering Brigadier General Sir Robert Flrteſer, under ur- 


| reſt, and thereby admitting the legality of the ſuppoſed: ſuſpenſion of 


Mefirs. Stratton and Brooke, on the and of Auguſt} as well as his hav- 


ing concurred in the other meaſures recited in the examination "of Mr. Srere- 


tary” Suli van , we unanimouſly refplved o faſperd hin alſo; from the 
en of the entern until _ Meth des Genes 9 


e io, e ee 154 0 eee cole 


N Having e Asen rok@olonek StuartÞ, AE be had 


reaſon to apprehend there was ſome tampering with the troops ſtationed 
at St. Thomas's Mount by perſons in the intereſt of Lord Pigot and his 
aſſociates, we could not but be anxious for the conſequences; which 


might enſue. Taking therefore into out moſt ſerious conſideratidi the 


many evils: that might ariſe from the violent diſpoſitions manifeſted by 


Lord Pigot's aſſociates ſince his removal to the Mount their indes? 
gable purſuits in attempting to ſow diſaffection as well in theicivilas - 


the military ſervants of the Company within the fort, the attempt made 


by Mr. Claud Ruſſell to ſtir up ſedition among the trop in gaveiſon, 
together with the apprehenſion expreſſed by Cblonel Stuart; were eit. 


cuqmſtances which afforded tod great caule of ſuſpicion, that Lord 

Pigot and others would perſiſt in the meaſure of ſedueing the troops at 
the Mount, and that his Lordſhip's reſidenee there might fornifh the 
ready, means of creating diſturbances; the betreue diftan: 
about thirty-fox miles from Madraſe, appear ing in every re/pttt d mort elf. 


gible place for Lord Pigot's refidence,' during his being under arreſt; 4. | 


well in point of the ſalubrity of that place as in his being removed at ſuch 
a diſtance from the fort of Madraſs, as to render any attempts chat 
might be made by his Lordſhip and friends for diſturbing the pubtic 
tranquility much more: difficult than it might be in his tefidencEatthe 


Mount; we were therefore of nen ther Lord * e ** 


2 If of Adis "4 oy ditto, 
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s poſſible be removes · to . is that thin Lodi | 
might meet with. every poſſible mat (of reſpect and attention, and 
ſor his harter teſi lence there we-appointee'@ ßend offer to the c 


u r oe e 303 19 wnisgal Sc md yo 51567 Dus: vv 
-+ 385. Lieutenant Colonel Edington,; Adjntant · General was - accord- 
ingly craployed-torreceive hi Lord hip from Major Horne at, the 
Mount. His Lotdihip\however,iipenemprovityi refuſed going n and that in 


. 
* 


| mand vf that gartiſon . NN inn? + Taro Sb HWP YN ner dy 


| fuck a manner as will clearly rwinct 401 you the violence of his -Liardſhip s e 


pofition, Copies of the affidavits of Colonel Edington and Serjeant 
Shaw, mow wait on you, numbers in the packet for that pucpdſe. 


E re 


86. We were extremely concerned to find! that in conſequence of 


this re ſalution, n rrpori . undd have been propagated by Lord Pigot 
and his fribnds, rhr he ons: to have been removed to: Gingie. We accord» 


wmgly took the eanlioſt opportunity of aſſuring him by letter; that no 


ſua idea ever did r evgt could occur to us. We likewiſe made him 
an offer of te moving to any ſettlement upon the coaſt, that he ſhould 


give a preference to, where thete was a Chief and Council; provided 


he would pledge hie word of -honour, to remain in quietneſs within 


the bouads of ſuch ſettlement, until your pleaſure ſhould be known, 


congerning his Lotdſhip's conduct and outs reſpectively. That if his 
Lordſhip ſhould be pleaſed to eonſent to this propoſal, we ſhould order 
the beſt houſe in ſuch ſettlement, to be prepared for his reception, that 
every neceſſaty ho furniſhed him at the Company's ex pence, and that 
every. teſpect and attention be paid to bie perfon. We at the ſame 
ume thought it neceſſary to add, that if nis Lordihip ſhould. prefer ems 
[barking for Europe on one of the Company's ſhips, we would order 
„ ee MEH ee 10 1 SA 0012: nen 
An, einne une hut eat tad ye wheat onguwn 
157. The information we had of the declarations ee Lord Pigot 
10 ay milita To ae very violent eee 1 
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inge of Mr. Ruſſell, who on the day of ont reſuming the government, 
had endeavoured to put the main ;- guard of the garriidm unden arch and 
Vas by force brought from thenes before the Council, where he pub; 
lickly denied our authority; #nowing moreover by our experience the ui. 
lent temper of Lord Pigot, who, if at liberty; "would run every riſque o re- 
cover the government; theſe circumſtances forced us, contrary . to our 


Private feelings, to uſe" an expreſſion to Major Horne : Ar y A re. 
©: ſource, in any attempt to reſcus Lord Pigot\,flie 6 met enfioerifor ir, and 


This you are to fignify to him,” which'"we'imagined would "deter Lord 
Pigot's friends and family from encouraging any /attempte'townrds bis 


reſcue. However we loft no time to make" Lord Pigot and this family-eafy:'om | 


that ſubject, as was evident from our intention to remove his. Lordſhip to 
Chingleput, and by our letter to him of the 28th of Nugult; But inftenth 
there could be no doubt in his Lordfhip% breaſt” of che hurume Bosen 
feelings of Major Horne, to whom in'terrotem'this part of tie order wee 
siven purpoſely to be cbmmunfeated to Lord FPigotz bnly thit'He might 

prevent any attempts to reſeue Him, and we think ic has had the bet 
we looked for. JC e l HOFATNS enen | 
1 e e 23 JARED, en np Wee; Ain 
din. The affidavits ef Lieutenant Colonel Edington- and gerfeunt 
Shaw, give us every regſon to believe, that if Lord Pigot had is is u 
be would not only have raiſed mutiny in the army, but pub himſelf at the head 
of an armed party, and maruſed dbith them te the forty thought I el rhe 
erlenpt. Needed there auy other argument, fof perſons in of. veſponl 


>. 
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ible ſituation, to take every meaus: poſſibleʒ thoughrat times with: ſtgang 


exprefnons, to prevent ay attempts) however fruitlels;"to involventhis 


ſettlement in convulſion and vivid wre ha yentd hd n9v12 of. 
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* 45 * a * 3 - 4X 


37, een 9; a 04 Ct 169 n ne3 ee 


189. To the 


ance at the Mount, in preference to any other of the'ſertlemens ofiithe 


Company on the coaſt, or to embarking on board one of their fps fe 

Europe, is a matter entirely of his own choice. „ e 160 ts 
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To the letter 'above'mentioned; which we uddre fed) to Big Lords 
hip, we have as yet received no reply. Se chat bid Lordihip'temimqis 


"ff 155 1 


40 79 Oa ths Wee we wrote to Lord: Pigot we e 4 


letter from. Sir Edward; Hughes, inſorming us, that Lord Pigot tad 
elaimed the protection the King's fag. arid in conſequence that "he re · 
quired in hit Majeſyr name, that Major Horne ſbould be ordered to give hit 


Lordſpip fee conduct to his e s Soup the Sal; e e e 


> 
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191. 3 is eee of, this writer „ we had dad to Sr 
Edward Hughes, in the fulleſt manner, the ſituation that affairs were in. 
end the cnuſes Which bad driven/ us to the neceſſity of putting Lord 


Pigat i in-arreſt, as you will be pleaſed, to obſerve on reference to our lets 


ter de Su. Edward Hoghes of the 26th of Anat. e 11 395187 


8 * 
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99192. In eee of "us above bath MBs of Sie Had Hugbes t, 
we informed him, that having taken his letter into our moſt ſerious con- 
ſideration, we thought it neceſſaty, before we returned a preciſe and pos 
tie agſwer, to requeſt he would be pleaſed to inform us, H ſecurity 
he. rould give us, who were. entruſted with the intereſts, and affairs of 
the Company under. this Preſidency, and with the preſervation! of the 
public peace, that the tranquility of the coaſt, ſo perfectly eſtabliſhed, 
mould not be endangered by our debe to the . of Lord 
| d ee aur n h e Taboo ee n toil wag? 
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5 To aig Sir. Edward replied 8 . "ah 1 wad ſafe con- 
duct for Lord Pigot to his ſhip being made by bim in the name of the 
King, and as no terms could therefore be admitted on which to grou nd 


a compliance with that requiſition; it followed, that no other anſwer could 
be given by him, who was entruſted with the honour and dignity of his 


Majeſty's flag, to our queſtion, than a repetition of what he before re- 
guired, and which he then again required of us in the King's name, that 
Major Horne ſhould be ordered to give Lord Pigot ſafe conduct to the 
- Saliſbury, his RP having n bis claim of Cs from. his 


aha „ 5:4 1-44 _ of 
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® 26th of Auguſt. | + 4th of September. 1 6th ditto, 
o | | 194. In 
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794. In reply to this leber *; we” begged: leave to es ib en 
Wende that Lord Pigot having, as appearecb from fuchs already — oh 
liſhed, by his illegal and arbitrary conduct, ſubverted the conflarution; of 
the Company, and cauſed confuſion and diviſion in the ſetthemgnty the 
maiatenanee of the Company's orders, as well as the neceflity of public 


affaics, in our apinion, juſtified th fieps. Which hat bert taken to pre> = 


vent the; further progreſs of ſuch procegdings; + Phat: ue arperience we = 
had had of Lord Pigot's dini and-impetuaus: diſpofition:(of which we give 
ſtriking proofs in the affida vits of Lieutenant Calonel Edington and Ser- 
jeant Shaw, read to Sit Edward at the Hard, and of: which he bimdelf 
had: ſo recent an inſtanee in tho letter of campheint writtew to him by 
the Nabob the 3d of June,) obliges us to put ſuch reſtraints upon his 
Lordſhip's perſon as the public peace ſeemed to requite; and from ihe 

ſame motives we are induced, in anſwan tel his letten, to! '##queſb he 
would iaform us, whet: ſenuriry he coult gie, i th tr traxiguility. le 
coaſt fhtuld nov be' endavgered „n. cr  confonting' 6, abe rene of 
 Dord'Piget Rem andis our own- authority; That fince' tie 'was: ng 0 
decline giving to ut any ſecurity whatſoever, in eonſbquence of that e- 
queſt, we were under the ngcefſtty of acquainting bim: that. we gn nen; 
conſiſtently wich the important traſt repoſed in us, emply wirf u re- 
| Erde had again "repratrd} thin Major Horne ſhould be ordered! to 
ve Lord Pigot ſaſv oo to his (ip, 'Dhatias Loyal fubjette/rolbis 
| Majeſty, and-faithful ſervants tothe Company; we houlcd a e 
the greateſt veneration to the ſacred name of his Majeſty, and the ut- 
moſt reſpe& to che Btitib ag bot, that having bo ptyof before us, 
that his Majeſty empowered” any 'of hit officers to toguire' Vier omgoal of arty 
Servant of the Company, in a familar fituation with Lord Pigot, from under 
the authority of the Cotapany's gavermment;" we begged wide 160 add 
that; a8 another reaſon, WhFs we: coal! get Cortiphy"with echten 
de hed e e eee n em 


195. —— a Si Edvard Musbes +5 wheyein 
a chat he ſhauld have been ee been told we 
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bade any e neee that his: 8 — e any of bis 
 officers:to'\tequire the removal of any ſervarit of the Company. in a ſi- 
milar ſituation with Lord Pigot from under the authority of the Com- 


thought we could not, confiſtently with the important truſt repoſed in us, 
comply with the requiſition made by him in the name of his Majeſty, 
n name by him deemed very high ſecurity, and which he had a power to 
uſe in national concerns of the utmoſt importance; and as he felt 
in his on mind that he had done his duty to his Majeſty and to his 
eountry, in making the requiſition,” he had only to add, that we had 
taken on ourſelves any and all 9880 all Kh xt which: NO wile 
| from the refuſal; nog mm eo ow ²˙ (ont obs af 
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19 Before we phi this „beck u not be ined to g 
, hatharing\famithed Sir Edward Hughes, immediately after our 
teſuming the executive powers of government, with a copy of the pro- 
clamation, and extracts of our conſultations, explaining. the motives of 
our conduct, he addreſſed us a letter in anſwer to one which accompanied 
thoſe papers, whereia he ſays, that being ordered by his Majeſty, atg 
K communicate confidentially with the government of, this Preſidency, . 
* ſot the good of the common eauft, and for the welfare and intereſt of 
tethe Company: he ſhould join in all meaſures tending to thoſe defireable 
% eftds;} whenever we might find proper to call an. for neee 


710 5: be in MW if fo g xn ha el ont noi: 7 Mengen tl 
197. Having now given you a 88 and faighful narrative * out 
procecdiogs, woe hall beg leave to make aber bart eng. 87 k BY 


„in EIGHTY 1 N 
90 i. The fa. "Rag laid before. val Peck * rol pon N 
dun we have much confidence in the juſlice and candour, with. which 
tbey will 48 ace we feel no pen about 7 ent. 
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199. The alba we AY purſued,” from the time theſe FRO 


pany's government, as he believed the caſe ro be unexampled. | That a wie. 85 


diviſions firſt appeared, has been directed ſolely to your intereft and _ 


| adyantage. Whilſt forbearance and moderation, were capable of ſtem- 
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. oy 11 BI gs eons th 
ming the violence which ppl us, we obſerved ik to n 
dering upon a miſtaben linie: We knew our on powers, a0 n majority 
of your Council, were effieient. Ve might lave criſbeu tir fi n. 
tempti that were made upon our conſtitutional Tights ; and perhaps it 
would have been better if we had done ſo. But, uiſbing above all 
_ things to avoid: extremities, we proeteded upon the plan of moderarmm 
we had adopted in the beginning ; the only effect of which was a 
haſten _ Oy and illegal prjcealings this eee * 
5 Aa it nh neathh gem eme 
200. Nen ain p 8 e our Minas that Lord Pigot 
WN early to maintain very extraordinary. apiniont concerning his au- 
thority as Preſident of the Council. He declared, that no wrefaluriont f. 
the majority could paſs into an a, witluut his concurremce ; that i ci 
refuſe to put queſtions regularly moved iy any member of the Board ;\ that 
he could ai the Council len lie pleaſed. though contrary to the opinioniof - 
the majority; that he. wat at liberty t refuſe Higning: any letter, agreed 
upon by a majority, ! if he himſelf diſapproved of it.” That all buſineſt of the © 
Board ' muſt originate with him, and nat hing oy be. dremed an ad of go= 
wvernment e tus concurrence. ver "74 1 BN art * Is} 0 rtr 
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3 We may folly. x vegan 8 _ affirm; pw of cha eee 
can be ſupported. on any ground whatſoever, . They are expreſly con- 
trary to the commiſſion, of government, to the ſtanding orders of the 
Company, and to the univerſal, practice of all your preſidencies. They: 
tend ſeparately and collectively to take away all authority from be 
Council, and to place it in the hands of the Preſident only. „Nenn 

can prudently be truſted with ſuch unlimited power in the management 


of your affairs, Want of | capacity, of integrity, or 1 e 
e erg in ruin, vgs 8 my could be applied. 10 


D933, 361 Nee 17 an 1 
202. But W PEE the Company the ſyſtem- e beer 
which they have eſtabliſhed, is founded on wiſer principles; and laid 
down too clearly to be miſtaken. The oommiſſion of government ves 
the "PIO direction of the N IAN this preſidency ; 
rl 3 | , 


0 5 t wm 5 | 
3 of the late act of Parlivinivnt,/ in d. „ er 


and C buncii, or the major part of them. The Govertier's ſpurure cum 
 miffiotrof Governor; and\GCommander in Chief of the fore, commands him 
to obey all orders he may receive from the Board,.' The ſtunding orders 

of the Compahy are in theſe words, Whatever ſhall de agteed on by 
the majority hall be eſteemed the order, by which each one is to. 
hct; and dccordingly every individual perſon, ren i Aſuntert them. 

e ſel vnn, are do perform their /patts; in proſtcution thereof, aud in fo 
doing, they do their duty, and muſt not be blamed for the event.“ 
And the late act of Parliament, for eſtabliſhing certain regulations for the 

botter management of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, a8 wel 
in Eorope as in India; expreſlyifays.; „And be it enacted by the au- 
chority aforeſaid, that ia all cules wherein any difference of opinion 
al atiſe upon any queſtion propoſed in eonſultation, the ſaid Go 


- < vernor General and Couneil ſhall be bound and NR Tons ; 
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bu eee een anl. ben e 10 the hs 
© trines infifted on by Lord Pigot in oppoſition to theſe orders, with which 
be was perfectly acquainted, We knew the violence of his temper, and 
wits” Wyprehenfive of the Na. Out cofidat” on this” trying occaſion 
us >wozerare; yet, we hope, ſoftictently Arm. We reſolved at fall 
events to affert the tonfHiritional rights of the government. Bord 
Nigbt on his part was obſtinately fixed to his purpoſe, and finding 
tt an other efforts to overcome our refolitions were vain, be pro- 
47 crates in direct violation 'of your viders,” and af every printiple of 
juſtior;: to that moſt extraordinary act, by which he Aeg 
| nw. JR. Sn Bonny war the Towcil. 17 Js 
F dirs ae Wi ts 
e oe 1 The abs was eke aff and the paper, which he . | 
forth. and read-as.:a charge againſt thoſe geritlerhen; was prepared be- 
fore the order to the Beeretary was ſigned by any member of the Beard. 
Me beg your particular attention to this part of the proceedings. The 
1k ene en eee what ene, . -was: the 
n e & 
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1 maize t the Beard latenlled üb . _ 


_ ally paſſed. Every! menibervf.vhemmaſerith;"therefure- war ed, 
concerned with Moſſro, Strätton and Brooks; and Hurd igt mile tt 


ee Wee enn we Re againſt dei bra 


4 err OOO SH 7 
p bean wil be beiten to eb ab the order to 'the'Secrequth 
do ſign the inſtructions to Colonel Stüaft was written in Gomſeq ende of 
Lord Pigot's refuſing. to put his name to them, and declaring that 
thy douſd have nb effect Without his figniture, ulthougt they were ap- 
proved by the majority. This expedient was propoſed ant , renterneſs 
0 Lord Pigur: who by fuch fefuſal; had affbrded grounds for u revdl 43 
charge dgainſt bimſelf. Vet ſtanding in this predicamenthecould;)with- 1 
_ . out thei leaſt: remorſe, conſtrue: an aff 'of tehicacy nd trnderngſt to- | = 
wurdi Hing, into a crinie; upon which, upon the fame mitiumanity;,.lle  . 
propoſed to ruin thoſe gentlemen; whom he charged with, and not- 2 
__ withſtanding he deprivedi-thea of Nh TREE could pee g 
— thonghitlieaccofere:!! 11) bins tand, 1001 T6 att ie een 


to 806; Haan wort; yurthiy Brag 215: hrs ah | | | 
200. Without :lcod6leritdy' the ehe violence; of a ee „ 
Piocesdinga bf which Lord Pigot / attempted to free himſelf fromithe 2 
reſtraint of thoſe who-oppoſed-biim; we appeal to you, whether a mann 1 
who could ſhew great depravity e was fit to bo truſted in chat NY 


| high office, ,whetein: his: Eee to do 105 was 55 e to . nenn 
tion. ait 8 e #871 . 4 ; 8 1 
r ieee N 199... eq, | hong 1 1 5 ME TI” 1 
. 0 We confeſo, that 3 off 154 Pigut wes ſo alarm 
ing to us, t we cod wetrrhink' of acting any longer in conjuntMlon = 

_ with him. When he had procesded ſo far as to declare Mefirs;Stranion' * 
and Brooke ſuſpended from the ſervicey. to publiſh that ptetended ſuſ- 
penſion to the military in general orders by his own authority, as the 
2 of che Preſident and Council, and to leave the names of thoſe two 
out of the ſummons for aſſembling the Couneil the nent day we then 
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on 
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3 ſau he Was determined, at every riſque, and by every violence, 
ee ee N n n of 
hk 13S {2 7 inn , the 


1 * 


* 


— 


; 4 RE —Y 
"the 3 relatieg's 10 Meſtrs. Stratton and Rronkes? we TY 1 
with any proptiety attend a ſummons, in which their names were le 
ont. And indeed werhave great reaſon to believe, if we had gone to | 
. Council with Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, and claimed the ſeats; of 
- thoſe two gentlemen, that an order was to have- been given by Lord 


Pigot to ſeize them by a military force ; a meaſure, Wan would ag 185 
etfectually anſwered . 8 Raps ee og; adn nation 
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0g. We cannot abe but the: . 560 3 in che eourſe of this 
ao will be ſufficiently ſtrong to convince you, that the «meaſures 
we have taken were indiſpenſably neceſſary in this dangerous .and- eri- : 
tical ſituation of your government. Could we have thought, that any 
_ expedient,” leſs firm and deciſide, would have had the ſame effect, We 
ſhould certainly have adopted it ; but, we truſt upon a due conſideration = 
of all the circumſtances, that the remedy will not appear too violent for 


the diſeaſe. A man} Who ſo far forgets his duty to his employers a to 


proceed in open defiance of their orders and authority, violates that 
commiſſion under which he acts, and wilfully throws himſelf out of 
their protection. But if under the ſanction of that authbrity, he 5 
aſſumes to himſelf un warrantable powers, and employs thoſe powers in 
breaking through every principle of the oonſtitution, in | attempts: te 
geſtroy the public rights and ruin the fortunes of men, ho ane adding 5 
in the defence of it. When ſuch a man, Anawing Jimfelf armed witj an 
unlauful authority, deliberately orders the Commander in Chief, one of ; 
thoſe perſons, in arreſt, not for any military act, but for ſupporting the 
conflitutioniin” his civil: capacity as a member of government;/ and ex- 
hibits à pretended charge againſt him, probably to affedt hir life; we ſay; | 
in ſuch circumſtances as theſe; when the: es wart in tie moſt immitrent 
danger, Wharother bestünde une e e bebaasa öh bes 
C22 "BY "TIT . ut \ 20 101 * ITT] . ct . aeg * 
aso. The womdi of Lord Pigot, ng the diabodioide donde | 
| hoſtile and oppreſſive, that we cannot help requeſting your particular 
attention to it. Nou have always conſidered it 2 & peiut af the utmoſt a 


Ie ee 70 your welfare and proſ Fe . 


ib, to cultivate the Gzendibig of this riese His 7 . Saks; | 

the Company, and the ſervices he has rendered them, claimed your. 
diſtinguiſhed regard and protection; and he has hitherto had the god 
fortune to experience them, to the utmoſt extent of his wiſhes. But 

the trratment, he has received from Lord Pigot perſonally, has been ſo | 
difgraceful,: ſo unworthy his dignity as a Prince, and his faithful au-. 
tachment, as a friend and ally of the Engliſh nations, pt it calls for 

e ae ene 80 2477 6631-4 As 
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0. When ERR of Lord Pigat 3 comes 3 3 
ad we beg the reference to the lettet and reſolutions ofthe Gover- 
nor · Genetal and Council of Bengal, which ate ſtrong and pointed on the 
ſubje&; They wait on you numbers in the packet. If any further 
proof were required to ſhew the fatal conſequendes to be apprehended 
from Lord Pigot s violence to the Nabob, we, who were witneſſes to tbhbe 
whole courſe of his proceedings, can take upon ourſelyes to declare 
ſolemnly, that we think the Nabob would have been driven to the laſt „ of 
extremity of deſpair, had Lord Pigot ſucceeded in his raſh and violent 1 
attempts. Nay, to ſuch a diſtracted ſtate of mind was his Highneſe at - 
length reduced; that he has been repeatedly heard to ſay in the preſence 1 
of his friends, that, the perſonal ill. treatment of Lord Pigot would be 
the cauſe of his death; for that he neither could nor would ſurvive: the 
indigaity and public diſgrace, that his Lordſhip, was, daily loading him 
with, and this too at a time, when the material buſineſs of Tanjour was 
concluded, and his Lordſhip had nothing in commiſſion from the 
Board to tranſact with his Highneſs. Proofs of this we can produce, 

as well as of a declaration made by the Nabob before ſeveral reſpectable 
characters, That being determined not to live, his 2h muſt: dent 
a Wigs that dard es, Was: «eſe of his ah.” 


S igub 25%); JN 


211. The e * Nabob pen * FR hs of: This a 1 | 
ſpeRing,Tanjour has. been full of uneafineſs.  . Thoſe orders were con- „„ 
xeived by him to be moſt degrading to his dignity and honour. He ſen- 

ſihly felt n, elch, Vet * ae, never e him into any 

Sion £ | act, 
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N . | 
5 . W any; expreſſion, the leaſt inconfiftedt with; bis Ws 
ip andiregard:for the Company. It was. upon this account we werte 
the mote deſirous of carrying your orders into execution, with the 
gteateſt delicacy and attention. But Lord Eigot, to whom this import- 
- antibufine was entruſted; giving: way to the violence of his tem per, 
and inflamed by every little oppoſition he met with ''committe@ tlie 
moſt flagrant acts of inſult and injuſtice upon the Nabob's managers a 
+ . ſervants. Yet ſo ſtrong has been the Nabob's attachment to the Com- 
pany, ſo ſenſible hath he been of their paſt favour and protection, that, 
 eventheſe; repented provocations only drew from him zepteſEntations, 
complaining indeed/un very ſtrong terms of the conduct bf Lord Higot 
but expreſſing the utmoſt oonſidence in the friendſhip and jᷣuſtiue of the 
_ Company; » And · upon this occaſion it may be neceſſary to add, that the 
Nabob ſent: poſitive orders to all his managers and officers'to take care 
At their peril; that non of his. geapoys ſhould ire a muſquet/ or lother- 
e ee orders his Lordſhip mightithink proper to * 
be gere en were 17 0 ere 19 89885 Cty 7 f 
og nn Net * 
2412. In ths 3 unhappy Gries of public affiieyas home, it is 
| ee maybe involved in a war wilh France, and that this coaſt 
might early feel the effects offit; It appears therefore of the greatoſt 
importance to you, to ſtrengthen and improve that connection with the 
Nabob, which has been ſo much endangeced by the raſh and impru- 
dent rg eee ande Which" our conſtant attention all 
ba iure a, i He an an h ap 5 
l And: hen cio 1 eee ei ak, devon the 
T Natob-and this goverament have fotnetimes' differed/on-matters of real 
importance, yet, we believe from the conduct he has obſerved at 4 
time when he looked upon himſelf as injured in the greateſt degree by 
- your orders relative to Tanjour, that his diſpoſition towards the Eng- 
lich nation and the Company is: ſuch, as may be"dependediupon;.'ab His 
preſent Gtuation differs greatly ſtom what it was HR year. Tt Werd ite 
bs n thut the Nabob would confent to the miittenamct of 
a general 


* 


ny, * 


eee for the . Caraatic; but, we ce ö 
ſent time is hot favourable for it. His idfantry it ie krue, by being : 
— Giſperſed, loſe their diſcipline; but his cavalty; if occalion' Qivuld: re- 
quire, might be found of real ſervice in the field, and we Have every 
reaſon to believe, that if his aſſiſtance were required; he would moſt - 
readily grant it to us. No teduQion however of is tröbps ein dt this 
time be made, as the enereafing power of Hyder A Ca. and the 
poſſibility of a war with France, makes it neceſſary for che ſecurity of 
the Curhatic" that ne” TO e N be hiv Tourer” would be 
255 705 * N ne 
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1 214. Lou ul no doubt attend to Lord Pigot's atgütbentb 4 gainſt the | 
admiſſion of a previous queſtion moved by Sir Robert Fletcher. But we 

appeal to you, if we had any other mode of knowing, whether the 
Board would, or would not, allow us a day to conſider before we were 
forced to vote upon à queſtion, for the appeintment of u Chief and 
Council at Tanjour; a meaſute which was“ altogether new and eka 
ordinary, and appeared to be in direct contradiction (as the" Govertior 
Geheral and Council of Bengal have fince declared) bath 'ts the *fpirit 
and letter of your orders. But here it is worthy of remark; that hots 
witbſtanding the late Preſident's refuſal" to put the previous" queſtfoiy 
moved by Sir Robert Fletcher, and his arguments agu al! previous” 
queſtions, he was the perſon himſelf who moved the previous queſtion, 
to which no one objected, upon one of Mr. Mackay 's motions in theſe 
Words, „that Mr. Mackay's queſtion be now put 0a you wilt Wike- 

wiſe obſetve-a" very extraordinary amendment by Lord Pigot, upon one 
of Mr, Mackay s motions, Which but ill agrees with his Lordihip s afgu- 
ments in his letter to you, when he eee to ſhew the di ference" f 
between this Board! and . aſſemblies. s ou 9% e "OSLO 


215. But indeed 18 whole of Lord Pigori conduct from the img 
1 indicated a determined reſolution in his Lordſhip, to act in ſuch 


manner as he ſhould think proper, without adverting to the coriftitution, 


or eee eſtabliſhed rules: «qd; uſage of 'the- OY a remarkable in- 
. Q ſtance 


| 1. : 114 7 7 | 
Ganceof TY compel in his falbfying abe public. records of the Coms : 
pam The day n which our letter to the Governor General and Co 
eil of Bengals that acοο if copies of our proceedings relative to 
Taniour, ace we; the majority of the Board, directed the addition 
of two paragraphę 40 tbe letter, But Lord Pigot, requeſting they might 
0 be added, we entered 4 minute, which was twice rend, to this effect, 
hat the Profident+ requeſting the paragtaphe ſhould not be added, 
0 <6 .the majority, 'out of compliment to him, refolved, not to inſert them 
in the letter, but to enter them on the proceedings of that day, for 
« the information of the Government General at Bengal.” Theſe words 
were however crazed the next day by his own hand, without our know-' 
ledge, and the. following iaferted : 4 The Feen TREE HATED. 
«they: ſtand du in this e 


PG . This She of the 1 which he never 3 ta 
vs, is a ſtrong mark of the illegal conduct of Lord Pigot; and the con- 
ſequences which might enſue, are too obvious to require enlarging 
upon. Yet when we reflect upon his ſaying at the Board, he would 
ſuppreſs or deſtroy, when he ſhould think proper, any letter addteſſed to 
_ the Preſident and Council, without ever communicating their contents 
_ tothe Board; and on his repeated declarations, when ſeated as Preſident 
at the head of the Council, „that the late act of Parliament. for the 
better management of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company was 4 
vile act, and ihat © the inſtructions of the Company to the Governor 
« General and Coyncil of Bengal, which are equally binding upon this 
© Preſidency, were vile inſtructions, we had every reaſon to appre- 
hend his whole conduct would be governed by ſuch principles,” and the 
more particularly ſo, as he had violated: both in many inſtances, one oh 
which will we-hope PRO evinee to you the truth of the aſſertion. | 


217. On the 28th of March we received a letter from the bra 
General and Coupcil at Bengal, acquainting us, that the miniſterial party 
of che Maharattas at Poonah would not liſten to the propoſals. made to 
bombs Folens Upton. who had bean deputed thither by the Gene: 


f þ * 
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ment 
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Mos RE (l 1 0 
ln; and in hort, char they were Setermined 6 hear er adds 
on n Conditions that ſhould not be cxclaGvely” Moneurabte und ahn 
tageous to -thewſebves) That the tiinificts Having tefs tv te fend 
their army again into the field, they (the Governor General and 'Coun-. 
cilf bad no alreraalve heft bet a vigorows preſetutiom öf the Hat agdiriſt 
them, in eonjunction with Naganaut Row, for the füpport of Whott they 
had taken every preparatory ſtep that Hud dcchirre® to chem for providing” 
meads to carty on the war with vigour aud fuccefs. FRA" they rebeth⸗ 
mended to us to ſuccour the Prefidency of Bombry with tv bittdliond'' = 

of Seapoys, or more if we could ſpare them; and particularly that Ww 
ſhould open a- correſpondence with Nizany Ally KRA, Hydet Ally" 

Cawh, and Morarerow, and concur with them itt uſing cür Jeint endete 51 

en ens ph for the Appear of ba, d e ee: 12g 


enn 


1550-071 Libor. an eg 
218. In 3 of this Wine from the Governot Getterut 
and Council of Bengal, of their intentions to proſecute the war againſt 
the miniſterial party of the Machartta (ate; we ordetett te battalions bf 
Stapoys, then Kone at Madura and Pafamrotah, to hold chemfefete 
in readineſs to arch to Anjingo; and av forces front the three Preſi - 
dencies might act in confunction in the expected War with the Ma- 
harattas, General Fletcher, on the ſuppoſition that General Clavering 
ebuld not be ſpared from the advocitions" of Govetumenr at Bengal, 
begged leaye to offer his ſervites' for conducting it. This wWe acerd- 
ingly communicated to che Govet not Genera auc Cotmeil, and at the 
ſame time informed hem, that” we were Happy im cafe of exttetmity to 
Haves it in ot power ts abr wen able affiffarice'"H1 ai ener cue! 
i ini i 1155 Un nee al 
| 219. | he moſt material part, however, of the ire obs of knew 
ernmont General, that of opening a correſponcence With the: 286 
powers before mentidned, for the re-eftabtiftiritetit 6f ig Wi e 
truſted bp. 11 Pigot 1 r 16e of the Council. 
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220. Not dobting! in the deal, but that tis Lordthig would ettefün ad 
tend to a matter 1 10 imporkant a nature as that of A generat War WARY tre 


* 


Qz2 mann, T6 15 : 


N 


* * 
"6s. whichy.5f dates, might poſſibly jane ne aa. 
in India in utter ruin, we could: not admit-ourſelyes to doubt, but that 
en had tak eg che neceſlary. meaſures on the occafion. 01 0 


Pho) has tne d want) ood yall. bien gi oi aging yierl: 
gat. In this, however, we ars miſtaken; for Lord Pigot, notwithſtagd- 5 
ing the then critical ſituation, of affairs, and his promiſe to write on his 
way to Tanjour, never addrefled either of the aboye mentioned powers, 
ot took any other ſtep whatſoever to, bring them to the fayourable diſpo - 
fition towards Ragobah, ſo earneſtly wiſhed for by the Governor General 
and Council. F ortunately an accommodation ſome time afterwards took 
place, which rendered any. furtherexertions. unneceſſary; ſo that the evil 
conſequences, which might otherwiſe. be apprehended. from the very 
great inattention of Lord Pigot, were not felt, as they moſt probably 
would, had hoſtilities been N commenced, as had been at firſt re- 
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1 It is peer to remark. to you the criminality of fack-a a con- 
duet on the part of Lord Pigot, or to point out to you, where it directly 
violated the late act of Parliament and the inſttuctions of the eee ; 
to the Governor General and Council at Bengal, | 

und as%. NERF he A 

13231 In, the one 28 of your cuts to 5 1 Ge 
and Council at Bengal, you are pleaſed to direct ** that the correſpondence - 
** with the princes or country powers in India be carried on by the Go- 
1 * yernor General, only; 3 but. that all letters to, be ſcat by him be firſt ap- 
« proved i in Council, and that he lay before the Council, at their Next. 
meeting, all letters received by him in the courſe of ſuch correſpond- 
«« ence for their information.” _ Theſe inſtructions, as we have before 

bbſetved, we look upon. as binding on all your Prefidencies in India equally. 
with Bengal, a as. far as local circumſtances will admit... | 


71 
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224. How far Lord piget * ef e ft ORE eicher to 188 Aro or 
ſpirit of theſe inſtruQions, we ſhall ſubmit to your conſideration. We 
N ohly to remark, that his Lordſhip has frequently kept from 
= oc us, 


> als a 
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ua 1 of circumſtances relative: to. the, country: powerd, at | 
were materially, connected with your intereſts. and the proſperity of the 


Catnatic, one of which in particular 


rarerow by Hyder Ally Khan, and of the te punichwent in- Ex 


flicted on Morarecow by Hyder when he took him ptiſoner. This his 
win did not communicate to us, although he knew. that Morare- 


t 


ND Ally. Cawn, and cas the increaſe of, N power in . Sy 5 


quence of his ſucceſs: might endanger wh peace and We of theſe 
Pre unleſs timely e 877578 e - 


8 8 ” . ** 
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pr * We will OY 1 0 longer .0 on Tous . on this ſubject; 5 


we cannot, however, avoid tequeſting yont particular attention to a 
letter written by the Nabob to Lord Pigot, wherein he complains in very 


ſtrong terms of his Lordſhip's conduct. This lette was not produced. 
by Lord Pigot, till we had received a copy of it, incloſed to us by Sir 
Edward Hughes, as mentioned in the firſt part of this addreſs. . Where- 
fore we may naturally conclude, that this, as it contained a heavy 
charge againſt himſelf, was one of thoſe letters he deemed it neceſſary 


to ſuppteſs; and that we ſhould have remained i ignorant of its contents, 


is very evident, had it not been 8 to us through the channel of 
* e Hughes 20 
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| 8665 On * 22d of Jobs| Lard Pigot laid a dtaught of A latins vm a 


us, which he propoſed we ſhould addreſs to your Honours by a con- 
veyance, which offered by the way of France. On our not approving. 
of this letter (which could neither be ſatisfactory to your Honours, or 
an explanation of the ſtate of your. affairs and which aimed only at giv- 


ing a partial impreſſion, of the diviſions. amongſt us,) Lord Pigot 
thought proper to addreſs it to you from himſelf. We accordingly- 


wrote you a ſhort letter of the ſame date, and forwarded i it by the ſame 
Ann Copies of both wait on you, numbers in the packet. 0 
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ee 1 . 
| "rin ki the third pebagrapti of Led Pigers ſeparate n you will 
pleaſe ta obſerve, that he declares expreſly, „That the Wol- of his 
conduct, duting the time he had bben at Tübjdur had beet ſince h,. 

«© apprivved by # majority oſ the Countl. "Ag your Honours! will” not 
find en the- records. any vore of our difapprobition ſd marked and dec. 
five as yo would fuppofe to have paſſed on Lord Piget's eondect at 
Tanjout from bis on declaration, you wilt of cburſe be ſurpriſed _ 
he ſhould ſo readjly/adimit 'a _miajority's tots? difapprobitier of ſo im- 
portant a duty. Lord Pigot muſt. have Known, that i majority of the 
members of adminiſtration conſtitutes the government, and that the 

government is your repreſentative ; and further, that a condemnation of 
his conduct from your repreſentative was the condemnation of the Com- 
pany, untif they ſhould be pleaſed finally to confrm or repeat it“ In 


ſack circumſtances, the readineſs, with which Lord Pigot in 2 aner 


anticipated our total diſapprobation of his conduct at Tanjour; muſt 
have proceeded from one or two cauſes. Either he jadged of the reſult 
of our deliberation on his conduct, after the vatiobs lights of expla-' 
nations, which daily arofe from the Nabob's complaints, and the claims 
of others, ot by reprefenting to your Honours our total difapprobation 
of his conduct at Tanjour, (a chief part of which was the reſtoration of 
the Raj ah,] he wiſhed to make us appear to you as ſet in oppoſmtion to 
that meaſure. But the injuſtice of ſuch an intention, if it really dietated 
the declaration, is beſt diſproved by the circumſtances of the caſe. If 


Lord Pigot favoured: the meaſure more zealouſly than we did, we cer- 


tainly would not have left Ne the fole and” TION | Bower to pf vr 
it in execution. fs 550 


— % | — 
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2286. 10 the Gas of the letter in queſtion, Lord Piper endeavoured: 
to connect, what he was pleaſed to call the diviſions among us, a difference 
of opinion on the ſubject of a letter from Mr. Paul Benffeld of the 29th-of 
May, upon which different opinions were formed in ee e 
clearer conſideration of the ſubject. But, previous to the confi deratiom of 
that letter, and before Lord Pigot's return from Tanjour, an event hap- 
pened, which might have involved your affairs in the Carnatic, we mean 


the 
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| 1 iT 4 10 14 
be ſeixure & the Dobbrer, in the Nabob's country, . by a. mann 
acting vader the authority of Lord Pigot, ue ft fince juſtified the ad in 
the ſtrongeſt terms in ane of his public letters to the Nabob, as remarked by 
the Goyernor General and Council of Bengal. On Lord Pigot's com- 
munication of this tranſaction to us on his return, ſome of the members 

of the Board ſaw not the meaſure in the /fulneſs of its critical extent. 
But your Honours will obſerve from the Nabob's letter, how intimately 


that meaſure was connected with the diſtractions, which have fince pre- 


vailed between Lord Pigot and the Nabob. Your Honours: will like 
wiſe pleaſe to obſerve, / that Lord Pigot might, by a more regular ma- 
nagement at Tanjour, have ſaved your government the very diſagreeable 
difficulties, in which we have been involved oF the meaſure which gov 
riſe to Mr. Benßeld's of the an T.. ĩͤ 303, 
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229. Having * W your Hotjours: ous be ſi to 9 5 

leiter and reſolutions of the Governor General and. Council at Bengal on 
Lord Pigot's conduct, it may not be unneceſſary here to defire your par- 
ticular attention to the ſecond paragraph: of the letter, wherein they 
take notice of a draught of a letter preſented to the Nabob eee 
and required to be written by bim to his Lordſhip, containing an ap- 
proval of his Lordſhip's conduct, and an aſſurance of forgiveneſs for what. 
had paſſed, and which they ſay afforded him a ſtrong preſumption, that 
the offers the Rajah of ,Tanjour ſo liberally had made, in oppoſition-to, 
his own intereſt; might have been drawn from him by the ſame inditect 


- 


kind of influence. . This we could not be aſſured of at the time e re- 


ceived their letter; but we: have, ſince his Lordſhip” $ arreſt, como at the. 
knowledge of a letter to his Dubaſh, which proves to a certainty, that 
the conjectures of the Government General were not ill founded. This; 
letter, together with copies of ſome others from the ſame perſon, Wül. 
without any comment on our part, ſhew you the very diſagreeable ſitu- 

ation the Rajah of Tanjour has been, reduced (oe, as well as the Nabob, eo 
wil his AE OR LING 2% 361 3 04% K of Ss th 1 WS 
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. "Yoo! Anstber draught of a letter Was laid before us by Yor! VO a 


h preceding his arreſt, to be tranfmitted to your Hohouts by „ 
Grenville; but this we likewiſe difapproved, as his Lordſhip had pros 


- ceeded upon the fame plan. of partially $f ber that ro 


| 2 52 1 ſeparate addreſs before megtioned.” | ien 
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vi 27 1. We mean not here to enter into a ditufhog of that wales 07 4 
refutation of many of the circumſtances contained it. But, as Lord 


Pigot has been pleaſed to advance an implied accuſation againſt your 


commander i in chief, it is a juſtice we'owe Sir Robert Fletcher on this 
occafion,” to declare to you, that his prudence, and the zeal which he 


has teſtified from the beginning for the execution of your orders, muſt 
ſufficiently exculpate him from the conduct, of which the late Prefident 
would impeach him upon mere and uncertain report, The very terms, 


in which his Lordſhip ſuppoſes one of the Nabob's family to inform 
againſt Sit Robert, are totally diſſimilar to the terms, in which a native 
of this country would convey information. We mean not by this re- 
mark to offer an affront to his Lordſhip's veracity; we only wiſh to 
ſhew you, that the ſpeech which his Lordſhip quotes from the mouth 
of one of the Nabob's family, is not like the ſtyle ahd manner of à na- 
tive of this country ; ſo that we think it muſt have been compoſed by 
ſome European for an impoſition on his Loraſbip ; a circumſtance. that 
appears the more credible, from what is Lordſhip was pleaſed to think 
on firſt receiving the information, for he ſays exprefsly, that well 


formation was received, your Preſident looked upon it as a bait. 


«thrown out to amuſe him, to prevent his ſetting out for Tanjour.” 
Though'i it is very certain the packet for the Comtnilfiotiefs Was opened 
by Lord Pigot, yet it contained nothing mofe than duplicates of the 
ſame diſpatches, which were opened by Mr. Dupre in his government. 


The paragraphs were quoted on your recotds in Mr. Wynche's govern- 
ment by Mr. 2814 in ſupport of the Nabob, wha knew long before the 


elk 
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% knowing the artful and intriguing diſpoſition from whence this in⸗ 
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232. It is dn e et Tus fotwithflzading Lord Pigot dsckäzes 


this information was given him at the time of his departure to Farjour, | f 


the latter end of March laſt, he nevet thought proper to mention a'word 
of this to Sit Robert” Fletcher or to the Board; until che time when your 
Commander in Chief was unable to attend Council by a dangerous illneſs, 
from which it was apprehended he could not recover.” We thought it at 


the ſame time a duty due to his honour, to communicate to him, even in 
the butremity of ſiekneſs, a copy of bis Lotdfhip's accuſatiom. He fe- 


celved it in His bed, and juſtißed himſelf from the charge, adding; that if 
he ſhould teeover of his illieſs, he ſnould be ready to diſptbve it to the 


world, and to convinee every one, that any influence, he had with the 


Nabeb, was employed in ſhewing his Highneſs the neceliity of eomply- 
; ing pen be, e, Enn i 00631117100 147681 = 
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234. Mry Markuy menü begs „ a ras "my 
troduced by. Lord Pigot in that letter, of Mr. Mackay's infignificancy as a 
member of the Council, he looks upon as the greateſt compliment” his 


Lordſhip could pay him; being convinced; that if he was fo inſignificant, 


his Lordſhip would have thought it quite unneceſſary to have mentioned 


his name with any degree of raneour on the records. Mr. Mackay always 
bas, and always will declate himſelf an enemy to tyrunmy and oppreton; 
and to the oppoſitiom he gave in Council to Lord both meien 
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N an We cannot here nen e ea chit Me. Dal: 
rymple's violence and arbitrary doctrines, aſſerted at the Board; are 


. among the principal cauſes of the continued ſcenes of altercation and 
confuſion, in which we have long been involved, WW" we are very ſorry 
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. = 
| I” obſerve, that lt has Wa appeared clear to ue, that Lord my 
has been greatly governed by. that gentleman in bis public con- 
| duct. Tour Honours will perceive upon the face of our i _ 
ccedings, that the condu& -,of Mr, Dalrymple has been in many 
inſtances complained of, by ſome of the members of the Board ; 
© and Six Robert Fletcher particularly was driven to the neceſſity of de- 
* | claring,. that he would move. to have his conduct taken into conſidera- 
bo : tion, But the indiſpoſition of Sir Robert, which followed We 
ne een be, i ie 
Th 
1 pew Poa 5a wiſhed. in 85 1 of hide. to. lay. laber 
your Honours the whole of our public conduct towards Lord Pigot, as 
well as the moſt, ſecret, motives that influenced us, we cannot here help 
obſerving, although the matter has been in ſome degree already. diſcuſſed, 
that conſideriag the mixed. authority veſted in him, who as military Go- 
vernor within the fort and town of Madraſs was“ in our opinion ſubject 
to martial law, for offences committed as Governor and Commander in 
Chief within the fort, and alſo conſidering Lord Pigot as che Preſident | 
of the Council, whoſe offences are to be judged: of by acts of Parliament 
and by inſtrudtions and regulations of the Eaſt India Company, or, by 
the known laws of England: pon all theſe accounts | we ſay it became 
impaſſible for us: to bring any one ſpecific charge. of the offence: againſt his 
Lordſhip, | at in cammon caſes: is, and ought ever to be known, to a per- 
ſon in his ſituation, at ſoon after his . confinement: as. poſſible. We have 
given very winutely all che eircumſtances, that preceded the extraordi- 
nary execution! of power, which wWe have been under the neceſſity of 
making in our os defence, and that of the conſtitution, and for the 
peace. of this ſettlement, and of the Carnatic,  Be/ides, this flate neceſi- 
| 99, we think ourſelves juſtified,. by the clear. definition of government, 
| 3 . according to the praQiice of every preſideney in India, according to the 
expreſs words in the body of the commiſſion of government, where we 
obſerve that the power over the officers and ſoldiers, in the fortreſs and 
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ity, is ad to be in the Governor and Council,” or in the uten 
of the ſaid Council, according to the rational idea of what your 
wiſdom could ſuggeſt: where there may be any doubt "as to the 
power of the Preſident in himſelf ſeparate from the Council, Which 
we cannot bring ourſelves to believe to be ſuch, as that in our 
ſituation, ſo diſtant from immediate redreſs, from you our ſuperiors, 

Lord Pigot, or any Preſident; charged with crimes' and offeuees of the 
nature contained in the minutes of our conſultations and letter, ſhould 
have it in his power to remain unalterably fixed in the chair fer yours 
perhaps, diſtreſſing and impeding government; maſter of the correſpon- 
denee with the country powers; refuſing to join his name with the ma - 
jority, and aſſerting, that no queſtion could be put, nor reſolation of the © 
Board carried into execution without his coneurrende; irritating the 
Prince of the country, the ally of the crown of Great Britain, and the 
friend of the Company; fomenting a ſchiſm in government, and party 
violence in the ſettlement, 'which might in its conſequence encourage the 
neighbouring powers to take the advantage of ſuch a ſituation : we an- 
not, we ſay, bring ourſelves to imagine; that any ſuck independent 
power can reſide in the Preſident of your Council ; on the contrary; that 
his name, and every authority veſted in him (whatever may be his opi- 
nion given by vote in Council) muſt, according to the conſtitution and 
uſage of the ſer vice be annexed to every act of government, that has 
the ſanction of a majority of your Council. And we cannot help here 
obſerving, that in the body of his military commiſſion, as Governor of 
the fort, and indeed by the expreſs: terms of your--inftructians, defin- 
ing the ſeparate military powers of the Governor and the Commander in 
Chief, Lord Pigot, as Governor of the fort, in every act of authority, 
was ſubject to the orders of he Governor” and Council, which" undoubtedly 
means the mapority of the Council.” Were it necefſary to bring arguments 
from analogy, we need only to "refer you to the act of Parliament al- 
ready mentioned, and to the mode of conducting buſineſs in the delibe- 
rations of the Government General, at Bengal; Where it is welt known, 


that almoſt ever Ance its neee the government bas been ener- 
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— the a ty and the Preſident or the dei Gainaeal, has 
+ſeen it his gc Xs e THAI ar T5 he even diſſanted to- 
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g/. epa #6 letuining Lord Pigat fo long in Ae we nee 
urge to you, not to judge of us upon any ſeparate point, but to con- 
ſider the whole of our conduct, and the particular circumſtanoes public 
und private applicable to Lord Pigot, ariſing from the authority ſle might 
Aare to "aſſume 'as the Juppoſed Governor, and from the means which his 
large fortune might enable him to uſe, in order to gain the purpaſes ſug- 
geſted by 4 natural violence and keat of temper, if he were: at liberty as a 
ſervant of the Company merely ſuſpended.” Weighing likewiſe in our 
_ *owh' minds, the fate gf dir and anxiety, 'that this would accafioncito 
"the Nabob and to his family, "we ' determined in all events to detain h 
under arveft as an enemy to the flate, and to the conflitution of the Company, 
"For ireafons ef late and in order to preſerve! the peace of the Carnatic, 
Which it is our duty in the firſt place to look. to. We have at the ſatne 
time taken particular care, that his arreſt ſhall be attended with as few 
"inconveniences as the public truſt in us will admit of. This appears 
from the daily reports from the Mount. Lord Pigot has permiſſion to 
walk abroad, where he is ſo inclined, and to dine with his ſon-in-law, 
Mr. Monckton, at Mr. Monekton's houſe, whenever he thinks proper. 
Beſides his moſt intimate friend, Mr. Dalrymple, has been permitted to 
aſſiſt him in his diſpatches to England; and every paper, which he has 
as yet deſired from the records for his own juſtification, has been granted 


him; and . one in the pepe WhO chuſes, "das: agen: 2 7 501 to 
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2 23 8. And FA LAG diſculſed with. as nh 5 Ll as , 
ths ſubje& of our late diviſions, we ſhall now draw this long addreſs to 
4 concluſion; relying on the e of our cauſe, will the utmoſt ſecurity | 
47 to the judgment you may paſs, both as to our conduct and that of Lord 
Pigot's reſpectively, It is however neceſſary to beg your attention to the | 
letters we ſhall addreſs you from. the civil and revenue departments, 
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230. Since writing #he'farsgoing, .wehave received» laitht fen Mir. 
Paul Benfield from Tanjour to the following effect. That having never 
given cauſe to Lord Pigot, r drew. }is\xefeatment en im, h at d loſs 
to find out the reaſon, why his Loidfhip: ſhould be indneed te une 
mceaſates againſt him, ſo:injurious to his eredit and ſortunt, as: he. had 
already repreſented to the Board. That he had homevezänsepetgeved 
that his Lordſhip's views in ſo doing were intereſted, and that it was 
his own good, not that of the Company, he purſued in thoſe meaſures 
during his late adminiſtration, That as a ſervant to the Company, and 


. wiſhing to bring to light the true, .matives.vf -Lard Pigot's public con- 
duct, as well as in juſtice. to himſelf, he took occaſion to inform us, that 
he had arrived at the knowledge of certain tranſactions of Lord bigot, ig 
ſuch as his obtaining very large ſums of money, jewels, and plate, to a 
very great amount, from Indian Princes, contrary to covenants, and 
the. rapeated. orders of the Company, and which conſtituted him guilty | 
_ of an infringement of the late act of Parliament. That as h. vas: re- 
ſolved to take eyery legal method by proſecution. or otherwiſe, here in 
England, to prove beypad a doubt ſuch delinquency and breach of pub- 
lic truſt in his Lordſhip, and as le ſhould have occafion to apply to ut, to 
obtain certain evidences. reſiding within the boundaries'of Tanjour, or in 
places belonging to his Highneſs the Nabob of the Carnatic, that 4e 
truſted he ſhould meet with our affiſtance and ſupport. That he thought it 
his duty not only to make thoſe repreſentations to us, but that they 
might be known to Lord Pigot himſelf, againſt whom he meant to 
commenee ee before courts Mts in ſuch caſes. eff 


In anſwer to this hs FIR Mr. Benfield, we informed. him that 
we did not underſtand what he meant by the words obtaining evidence ; 
- that the only way we could act was to recommend to the Princes in alli- 
ance with the Company, to permit ſuch of their ſubjects to come to 
this place, as got be neceſſary to give mien in any ſuits he might 
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other reſpect, either by our authority or influence z that we ſhould-tranſ= 
| mit a copy of his letter, with our anſwer, to Major Horne, in order 
_thathe migbt communicate the ſane to Lord Pigot. F ef 8 | | 
On this fubjet# we ſhall, for the preſent, remain filent; and having in 
every circumſtance r to Lord Pigot treated him wir the utmoſt can- 
| dor, we will not even venture at hazarding an opinions unti / the fact are 
more fully brought to view. 7) whole -.. 
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4. Major Horne on the 1hth inſtant was ordereetSWikinuRchts" ys 55 , 
of a letter from Mr. Benfield to Meſſts. Stratton, &c. dated the 8th, with their 
anſwer, dated the 17th. Mr. Benkield ſays he has arrived at the knowledge ** of 
5 certain tranſactions of mine, 3 very large ſuma f Mr. 
from Indian Princes, which conſtitute me guilty of an infringettithrwferetutghntt 


of Parliament, and * Ng proſecution againſt me, 
for which he ſhall have occaſion to apply to the to obtain certain evidences 
40 28 within the bounds of Tanjour, or ig, places belonging to the Nabob 
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5 St. nem was a violation of / that-conſtitution.;., that the mars 5, taken by the 
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We have thought it Proper” 6 Sie Edward Hughes, . tbe part 
which we have. toſ6hvac rake! d this ocaſion, that he may aft oonſiſtentiy 
thberchb l in caſe the firywriggiof the Company's affairs ſhotfd de Teh? 4 to 
make it requiſite for him to take an active part in the deciſions of your govern- 
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e wall le Hide? 
E obſerve with the.deepeſt concern, that the 1 7 
WIe d P p of the Ge 
againſt the majority of that Council, have bien carried ta ſach lengths, chat the 
latter had been compelled to aſſume the government of that Preſidency, and to 
iſſue ordets for hit Lardhip's cofinemenſd....l 44 
Our duty compalling ve under theſe eiroumſtauces to take 2 deciſive part in 
theſe· diviſions, we think: it neceſſary to acknowledge ond ſuppert che majority at. 
the members af the Council, in whom the nights and pemerg f übe ginnen, 
| «(rating to the cri gina cm inn iam of all the Company's ya,, de r = 
fer which we have the meſt recent, as well at the -maſt- incenir overtible ausluritz in. 
the Company's. orders juſt rectived by the Tritt. For your ſatisfaction on this ſubr. 
jet. we have judged it proper ta ſend: you a tranſcript of thoſe; orders, dg r 
viſe you of Ne reſolution: which: we have taken on the preſeut.occaiona 14 , 
| they ſaifintedb apphh, requeſtinig that you will unitg with us in, affonding yavsr. ofr: 
ſiſdance and ſupport to the actual goverumem of Madraſe, if any change, Of. Ci 
cumſtance ſbould render it neceſſary for them to deſite it. 0340817 14.09/07 3th - 
Dr  helpg fron ot; e eh; 30: 
1 e Ve have dhe bo N bee... tee eee eee 
10 Fadttfz "vt 10 nente Sir, mengen 1 M $46} 1461 hag þe 
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roth September; 17 70 Aal: zer an ul e tit ne una! 
e in luce en or dn ie omited: ai eee e dlag e rng 
VV. B. Lord Pigot, on the zzd of Auguſt, the.day on which, Mefire,; Stration- 
and Brooke were ſuſpended, obſexved to the Council, that Grown 2 n 
without deviation, - confirmed luis poſtion, that the Preſident a cmurtencs was in 
| tn nate an at? of government; which u the governmant of PRESDRNT, aud COUNGL +. 
and aſſured them, if they would admit this claim of his to a gg ater 
fare of the Court of DireRors was known, he would never. put that negative, arch on: 
extraordinary occafions, where the intereſt of the Company was effentially at fake. 
Nothing therefora cm be more nnjuſt, than to judge of the. propriety of: bis Rang. 
candut3 by referring ta a paragraph, which. be bad not ſeen, in a letter of the hk * 
| 55 | 
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1 all KS . . . 
of Direftors to Bengal expreſſing their ſentiments. . At the ſame time it muſt be 
remarked. the original conſtitution can only be determined by. ancient records; which 


d6 not afford one order of one Mg to ſhew, that che 1 2 was 
ſuch as they declare. 


*. os 


Fenner of athe Company 8 fe I 12 29 to DEITY, 
e dated the 31ſt January 1776. 
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Pax imponace of te gen, Whether -the Gee Oben * ch 7 
empowered 10 diſalus the Council at pleaſure; contrary to'the declared ſenſe of the | 


Majority; is ſo great, that we have' judged it proper to ſtate the coſe. to ſome” of 


tbe moſt eminent lawyers in ihis kingdom,” and to have their opinions, -before we ; 


- finally decide thereon which opinions we have not yet been able to obtain. Dor 


however the queſtion may be determined reſpeRting the legality of the power, we 
are clearly. of opinion, that it is highly improper that ſuch power, which" may + 
attended with the moſt fatal conſequences; ſhould be exerciſed by our Governor- 
General, or by any Preſident of our Council; and therefore to prevent forther 
incofiveniencies; and totally to ſuppreſs all claims of this kind in future,” it is our 
erpteſs command that no meeting of ohr Couneil, (the imembers having been 
duly ſummoned) ſhall be diſſolved, or adjourned, by the authority of dur Gover! 
nor-General, or of any Preſident for the time being, without the conſent of 4 
majority of members preſent at every ſuch meeting of our ſaid Council. ['*) 
And-if it ſhall. hereaſter happen, that the Governor-General, or any member or 
members of Oyneil, not being a myjority, ſhall think proper to withdraw from 
the Council Board, and leave a majority of the whole Council ſitting, and if ſuch 
majority ſhall. be of opinion that it may be neceſſary, and for the good of our 
ſervice, to proceed to the diſpatch: of public buſineſs ; we hereby direct, that they 
continue ta ſit ſo long (and to adjourn from time to time) as they ſhall think it 
requiſite and ſor dut᷑ intereſt ſo to do 3 and that their minutes, reſolutions, and 


proceedings, ſhall be recorded in the ſame ak, and _ as Mor have been | 


the caſe if no member had withdrawn. N watt de 

It is our further command, that all nh halt be ied by Wenne — 

jotitj fo aſſembled in Covncil as aforeſaid, to any of our ſervants in Bengal, evil. 

or military, be implicitly obeyed, in the ſame manner, to all intents und pur- 
poſes; us though ſuch orders ind _ nne rome en dan Wannen, 
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The Unted Compuay o of Merchants of England cading the Bat Indie 


1e. 41 0 abe theſe Petsch ell come greeting,” More _— the alt 
United Company, repoſing eſpecial truſt and confidence in the fideliry, 


-prudence,” juſtice, ' and eircumſpection of the Right Honourable George Lerd 


"Pigot, Baron Pigot, of Patſhul in the Kingdom of Ireland, have made conſti- 


tuted and ordained, and by theſe preſents do make conſtitute and ordaia the ſaĩd 


George Lord Pigot, upon and from and immediately afters the arrival of the ſuid 
Seorge Lord Pigot at Fort St. George, and publication of this commiſſion,” t6 
de Prefident and Governow'of and for all our affairs on the coaſt of Chorotmandel 


and Orixa, and of the Chingee and Moratta countriet, urid df all the Trertt- 


tories thereunto belonging, and of all and ſingular the forts ſacturies and ſet· 
tlements, territories countries and juriſdictions thereof, and to execure/illngntl 


every the powers and authorities thereunto( apertaining, by order and diteſiun uf 
che Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company for the time being uh 


tv continue in the exerciſe | of the ſame during aur and tber plaaſure, und until the + 


contrary thereof ſhall-be fignified-under the ſeal of tbe ſai United Company of 'Merebants 
of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, or under the band uf ubirtue on mere” df the 
Court Diretiort of the: ſaid Company for the time being; and 0 be en but the 
ſaid George Lord Pigot may be better enabled to oruer and manage all the affairs af 


the ſaid Company, we do by theſe preſents conſtitute and/ordain; George Stratton 


Eſquire to be ſeeond of our Council⸗of Fort St. George, to wit, to be nent in 
Council after our ſaid Preſident George Lord Pigot, Brigadier GenetalJoſeph 
Smith to be third of gur ſaid Council, and not to riſes too a ſuperior run 
therein, Mr. George Dawſon-to! be fourth, Mr. Henry Brocke ro be fifth, Me: 
John Whitehill to be ſixth, Mr. Claud Muſſell to be ſeventh; r. Charles Silk 
to be eighth. Mr. Alerander Dalrymple to be ainth, Mr. Samuel Johnſon to be 


tenth, Mr. Charles Floyer to be eleventh, Mtr. John Maxwel Stone to be twelſthß 


Mr. Archdale Palmer to be. thirteenth, Mr. James Hay toabe fourteenth, Meri 
Edward Stracey to be fifteenth, Mr. Edward Cotsford to be ſixteenth, Mr. Rich: 
ard Lathom to be ſeventeenth, Mr. Francis Jourdan to be eighteenth, and Mr. 
George Mackay to Fe Mineteentd, and 225 of our faid*Council of Fort St. George 
(wöbo. is gat at anytime to riſecto an bigher rank therein) for governing and manag- 
ing all the ſaid Company's affairs upon the coaſt of Choromandel and Orixa, and 
the Chingee and Moratta countries, and governing che ſaid Fort St. George and 
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_cibol Medraſbamtans ind! dbſenihert within: the lh 


white che fad United: 'Cornpany have or ſhall have factors, 2 — 


WE, f x Ec 'Þ 

ciiß of "OF 8 A ITO and all other our forts faftories and ſettlements — 
tho:{aid tgtriroties .  AÞd we dd hereby give and grout: 

= + Governor Geor Lord Pigot,._ an "fo our 9 na ned he ne 

N zem (the whole LOR — — -Bordi- 

nate factories, being duly ſummoned) full power and dene tram 3 x? 


time, to rule and govern all and every our factors and ſervants under the ſaid Pre- 


* ſidency, and all the ſoldiers and inhabitants of our ſaid Fort Saint George and 
do adchiniſter 
lawful oaths as occaſion ſhall require, and to do and perform all ſuch other — 4 
and dings, nod to uſe and exerciſe all ſurh / other powers: and autherities, 
{aid-Picfickent and Qobernor and hi Council, in their ſererat and: reſpective pl 


ate; 20 do ſuhect acvertheleſs to the fupetintending and .Conmaling 


wonnen of cha Governor Gneral and Council of Bengal, in fuch. xaſer:wherein ade 
ar aue te bau 


and.controxling \pawen, in and by. ba act f 
\Parkadjent paſſed in the thärterhih year cg his - preſent.) Majeſty's trigu -eatidell _ 
et An att for cſtablifiing crnain regulations for the: better man of. chis 
4afFairs of cho Eaſt india Company; ab well in-India'2s da Erope * and aifb 
ſudjedt and ncrnading to ſuch ãnſtruttions and directions, a he the ſaid 

Lard Pigot our Profident and Governor, and Council afaneſabd, hall: from: time 
9 inn riceive under the hands e thirteen ur more of che Court of Directors 


abe dic United Company for, the ticbe being And ws cha ſaid! United Um- 


pany do hereby ondet and require all our factors, ſervanta, officers, and foldiers 
wiahin the limits of the ſaid Freſidency. and all che. people and inhabitants of our 
ſuid Fort Saint George and city of Maudsaſpatnam, or an other our forta, places, 
or. calonice within the ſaid Pre gdency, to conform,” fubinat; und yield dye obe 


. Pigot our Preſident and Governor, and hq 


Conncl MAnd we do hereby revake, repeal; annul, and make void 
rr and granted by ua, whereby any 


Ape eee ae werecedattivancd andierdaited Barkdent: and: e. 
vernor, oanduny other per ſons therein named were cunſtituted and ordained ib 


al he Council at Fort Saint George afoteſaid· In vitneſi hrherevf wit! the mid 
—— ——— —— to be/affixed to theſe preſenta, the 


 gleventhiday of April, in the fiſteenth year of the reign of his Maſt Excellent 
 Majeity George che Third, . ris yo 1c 
br err ge OO OE IRE tg of our Lad | 
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To Greg Ln Pigot, Bacon Nos of Patdul in he Kina 0. l- 
52 W Governor of the. Ptaſideney af Fart de. George. u ih! 
_ the aid 'Voited Da pation, eſpecial truſt od 3 in you 
Lord George Pigot, do by theſe preſents, conſtitute and appoint you to 
be our Governor and Commander in Chief of our fort and garriſon of Fort St. 
George, and town of Madraſpatnam, and of all the forces, which; no fe 
hereafter ſhall be employed for the ſervice af the ſaid United: Company with 
the ſaid fort garriſon: and townj and you are to the utmoſti of your; {kill and 
r to do and perform all ſuch offices and ſervices; a appettain to the poſt ob. | 
nor and Commander in Chief as/ aforeſaid, and to continue in he xxexeiſd 
of the ſame during our pleaſure 3 ſuhject nevertheleſs to all ſuch rules, ordert, 
and iniſtructions, as have heretofore been given to the Preſident and Couneil ß 
Fort St. George aforeſaid, and are no in force, and alfo: ſuth others av you - 
frall- at any time hereafter receive in writing from the Cburt of Directors of xh 
ſaid United Company, or under the hands of thirteen or more of them, A 
we do hereby ſtrictly require, charge, and command all commiſſton officers; non - 
commiſſion officers, ſoldiers and others belonging to our military forces, and-all 
the people and inhabitants employed or reſiding in our ſaid fort, gatriſon, and 
town to yield yau as Governor and Commander in Chief as aforeſaid, due obe- 
dience accordingly. Given under our common ſeal this fourth day of Aprilin 
the fifteenth year of the reign of ſovereign, Lord George the Third by the grace 
of God, of Great, Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of this faith, and ſo 
ee and? in the your: of guy” 1 one  chouſdnd ſeven wanted __ nm 
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|. George to Sir Robert Fletcher, as * in n Chief, g 
dated 16th of October, 1775. ny 


r 5. 


Alexander Wynch, Eſquire, Governor and Commander in Chief of the 
fort and garriſon of Fort St. George and town of Madraſpatnam, and 
of all the forces which are or ſhall be employed for the ſervice of 

| 5 United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt In- 
dies, and the ſaid fort, garriſon, and town, and Preſident of the Coun- 
= of Fort St. George, and the relt of the Council thereof. 


E, pple eſpecial truſt and confidence in you, Sir Robert Fletcher, as 
by theſe preſents conſtitute and appoint you to be Brigadier General and 
eee in Chief of the forces of the ſaid United Company on the coaſt of 
Choromandel, and you are to the utmoſt of your ſkill and power to do and per- 
form all ſuch offices and ſervices as appertain to the poſt of Commander in Chief 
of the forces on the coaſt of Choromandel ; ſubject, however, to all ſuch rules, 
orders, and inſtructions as you ſhall at any time receive from the Court of Direc- 
tors of the ſaid United Company of Merchants of England to the Eaſt Indies in 
writing, or under the hands of thirteen or more of them, or from the Gover- 
nor and Council of Fort St. George, or from Lieutenant General John Clavering, 
Commander in Chief of all the United Company's s forces in the Eaſt Indies, or 
che Commander in Chief of all their forces in the Eaſt Indies for the time be- 
ing, when he, ſhall be at the Preſidency of Fort St. George, according to the 
rules and diſcipline of war. In purſuance of the truſt hereby repoſed in you, 
we do hereby ſtrictly require, charge, and command all commiſſion officers, 

non-camimiſſion officers, and ſoldiers, and others belonging to the military forces 
of the ſaid United Company on the coaſt of Choromandel before mentioned, to 
yield you as their Commander due obedience accordingly. , Given under our 
hands and ſeal of the ſaid United Company, in Fort St. George, this ſixteenth 
day of October, in the ſixteenth year of the reign of our ſovereign Lord George 
the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, 


defender of the faith, and ſo forth, and in the year of our Lord, one 2 12 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five. _ 


'To Sir Robert Flewher, ids. = 3 


Ef & A. WYNCH, &c. Gd 
Entered in the Secretary's office by order of . 
tze Preſident and Council. 


R. J. SULLIVAN, Secretary. 
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Extra of che Ovitigiany 8. Ge Letter to Fort st. , 
dated the 12th of April, 1775, concerning | the then Go 
vernor and Council, and giving notice of the removal of 
_ Goverc nor Wynch, and the appointment of Lord Pigor. 4. 


Extra of the Company g Gon Letter to Fort St. George, dated the 
T2th of April,” 1775. 


As our fam on the coaſt may be much affected by the part you * 2 
ia the reduction of Tanjour, we have. thought proper to examine the ſub- 
ject fully ; and we now proces to give our ſentiments reſpecting the above extra- 
ordinary tranſaction. 
We have been uniform in our orders and ;nflrudtions,. cohibiting our 1 
from extending the poſſeſſions. of the Company or of the Nabob, and. teſtified 
our diſpleaſure againſt a late Governor and Council for diſregarding thoſe. arders. 
Me have alſo particularly directed, as guarantees of the treaty of 2762, that no 
opportunity ſhould be loſt of raiſin in the King of Tanjour ideas of firm de- 
pendence on our friendſhip, and we concur. in the opinion of our Governor and 
Council, that it could not be good policy. in the Company to reduce Tanjour, 
and to place it under the management and controul of the Nabob; more eſpe- 
cially as they on the ſpot were of opinion, that on account of opprefſiens exerciſed 
y ibe Nabob in bis own dominions, and of his inveterate hatred to the King e 
 Tanjour, the Tanjoureans would ſubmit to any power whatſoever rather than ta the 
Nabob; and under the above conſiderations - we confeſs ourſelves at a loſs for 


words to expreſs qur concern on finding, that you have nevertPeleſs affifed the Na- : 


Job, in dethroning the King of Tarjuur, and in taking poſſeſſion of his dominions. 
As the fall of Tanjour is an event, which may be attended with the moſt ſe- 
rious conſequences, we ſhall in this place conſider your motives to the firſt expe- + 
dition, your advices relative thereto, the conditions of the treaty. of 1771, the 
propriety. of breaking that treaty, and the inconveniences occaſioned to the Com- | 
pany by your departure from the letter and ſpirit of our repeated orders and in- 
' > ſiruttions. © 
Although the treaty of 1769 includes the Rajah of Tanjour, and ſhelters big 
from the Nabob's reſentment. on account of his conduct during the war with | 
Hyder Ally, we do not conſider the general words of that treaty. as ſufficient to 
releaſe the Rajah from the [treaty of 1762, by which he became tributary: to the 
Nabob; and therefore the non- "payment of his tribute ſeems a ſufficient reaſon 
for calling him to account. 
We find by a letter from the Rajah of Tanjour, ER fe. the 3 4th of October, 
1762, (hat be ae the e ſhould not be permitted to diſpute his preſent 


T8: 16" eie; 


[ 4381 


5 eds 4 gc whlews Auer tet was returned, that the” Polipary ſhovwld: lde | 
aſſiſted by the Nabob, or the Company, if the Rajah on his part did, not ;moleſt 
Ree them. How far che Marrawär and Nalcboty wen were intended to be included 
I in the general term of Poligars, does not appear to us. But ſuppoſing them 
to have been ſo included, the Rajah's conduct, in recurring to arms againſt 
them, muſt have rendered Ibem“ reprehenfible on their accbunt; and therefore 
pe are of opinion, on that ground alſo, you- may have a right to interfere in the 
diſputet, whith have happened between him and the Nabob ef the Carnatic. 
But, admitting the neceſſity of your intetferidg between the Nabob and the , 
King of Tanjour, we can by no means allow that you were warranted in recur- 
u 70 n, b lng un the King of Tinjour's Vaqueel declures bimſelf ready and will- 
ng to ſetile affairs with the Nabob under the mediation and guurantee of the Engliſp ;. 
"and much leſs can wt juſtify your condut? in agreeing, on any account or pretence,, 
or under any circumſtances, that the Nabob ſhould be put in poſſeſhon f that king- 
- "dim. As guarantees of the treaty of 1762'you were obliged to interpoſe be- 
| "tween the parties, but had no right to extend * views ee the een en : 
ment of the Ripulations of that treaty- N 
And here we are concerned to remark, that you eth not only to bave proceeded 
"niproperly i in your engagements with the Nabob reſpecting the King of Tanjour, 
"bur 2½ To have been Afnpenuour in your tifvicts 10 "a upon that dee Wei 
a "us appears by tlie following ſtate of facts. 
_ — "Aﬀeer ſeyeral negotiations and conferences with the Nabdb, you Sift us. in 
"your Tele& ſekter, Gated the 2oth bf July, 1771, that, being | yourſelves ig „ 
. ſtate of odcertamy, You were obliged to leave us in doubt what meaſutes 
"+ would be purfued in keſpect do Tänfcur.“ Ia that letter you refer us for par- 
ticukar thfotmatlon to the Select Committee's" proceedings of the gth and zith of 
July 1771. In the former we find the Committee reſol veto repreſent to the Na- 
bob, with! all frankieſs'and candour, that in caſe the King of Tanjour ſhould re- 
foſe to pay an adequate ſum of money, and the conqueſt of the country be there- 
upon judged necelfaty, any arrangements reſpecting ſuch conqueſt muſt be re- 
*garded as mer) temporary, until the Company's pleaſure ſhould be known, whoſe: 
orders thereon, 'youobſerve'ro him, muſt beimplicitly' obeyed by their ine 
The propoſed ufrangements ae to the following effect, vi. vl. 
That all money due to the Company for current charges, including thoſe of. 
the expedition, except the balance of che Myſorean war, be diſcharged from the 
money to be obtained from the Rajah of” Tanjour; and that the reingindee. 2 ap- 
'propriated towards paying the private creditors. 
That, as the Company wiſh not to ſubvert be "eſtabliſhed ebenen of any 
125 power Vith whom they have political connexion, in caſe the Rajah be ſubdued, 
it were better to reſtore him, or to place ſome more fit perſon of his family in te 
5 1 dacored of Wer erg N . ſuch eppes to the Circar as 1 We 


80 in the copy from the India Houſe ; but Sim ſeems to be the 2 which the 255 requires. 
proper, 


| 4-139. ] 
Proper, aligning a revenue for payment of chatges of the expedition, and, for the 
maintenance of a garriſon to be kept in the town on the part of the Company, and 
- alſo fora ſufficient force to protect the country; or, if the above be not agreeable 
to the Nabob, that the revenues ſhould then be put under his direction, but that 
the fort ſhould remain in our hands, and that both ſhould be conſidered as depaſics- + 
til the Company's pleaſure ſhould be known, the revenues ſubject however to the 1 
purpoſes aforeſaid. 1 
The above advices were communicated to us by the ſhip Duke of Portland 15 f 7 
and your conduct on the occaſion received, as it juſtly merited,. our entire appro- r 
- bation. That ſhip ſailed from Fort St. George the 2 3d of July, 1771... But we find 
the very next day, the Nabob being deſirous of accommodating matters with the 
King of Tanjour, the majority of. the Select Committee reſolved, that ſuch nego- 
tiations ſhould not be conducied by our repreſentatives as guarantees of the treaty of 
1762, but be left entirely to the Nabob; and we alſo find, that, though you wrote to- 
us three days afterwards over land, you never salle the leaſt hint & having de- I 
parted from your former opinion | Mw 
Fhe Committee were not unanimous in the above. reſolution.” The perſons 6A + 10 | | 
compoſed it were Meſſrs. Dupre,. Haſtings, and Ardley; but we are deprived 
of the pleaſure of knowing which of our ſervants were of a different opinion from 
the majority, as no diſſent was. entered on the: occaſion, % 
In September 1771 you inform the Nabob, that, as you were adding 3 in ſupport 
of his government and party, as guarantees of the treaty of 1762, whatever. 
foould be taken from the King. of Tanjaur, whether forts, countries, money, effects, or 
military ſtores, all ſhould be left at his diſpeſal, together 20ith the Rajab, bis: family 
- . and-dependents,. if they ſhould. fall into your hands. The-gth of October following 
you wrote to us by the Stag Frigate, but were entirely /ilent;reſp:Aing the above . 
pulations; and as you thought proper to defer ſending us your proceedings hy that. 
conveyance, we received a copy of the tieaty of 1771 before we were apprized of 
the unwarrantable engagements entered into with the Nabob. | 
As we had a pleaſure in obſerving, that the Nabob had recovered all ki paiſh- - | 
caſh, obtained indemnification for the charges of the war, gained conſiderable pre- Os 
ſents for his children, and other advantages, ſo had we alſo the ſatisfaction to figd,, 1 
that affairs were compromiſed by the eaneodiog: parties, without das the „„ 7 
King of Tanjour of his dominiong, e 
We paſs over the particulars of the fi icge, and alſo Habeas at. this time {0.4ni- „ 
maduert at large upon many irregularities in your intermediate. Proceedingss as they oy „ 
e to us rather ſubordinate conſiderations. | 3 
The hruers given by you te General Smith, your, 1 apt of thoſe 
 ardersg the independent power lodged in the Nabob's ſon, and the chagrin diſcovered? 
by you when you found tbe General had obtyed your orders, and the: yaung Nabe ener- 
ciſed tbe authority. wich which be was inveſted, are great improprieties. and very 
Blameable. But we are conſtrained to obſerve, that irregularity, males but a ſmall: 
/ Bart. of your miſcanduct, when compared with tranſactions of greater moment. 


In 


71 Þ-4 146 = | 
In TW to. the whos mentioned extraordinary. ſtipulations with the Nabob, 
we have already remarked, that, as the guarantee of the treaty of 1762 

. obliged you to compel payment of the paiſhcaſh, if deſired by the Nabob, ſo did 

it alſo oblige you to prevent him from exacting new conditions not provided 
for by that treaty. Indeed we do not find, that the treaty of 177 1 was materially. 
25 different from thar of 1762. except in the addifional clauſe to furniſh troops tothe 
Nabob, which was not in the former treaty, and in the ceſſion of certain diſtricts, 

which were then forced from the King of Tanjour. But we muſt obſerve, that 
the Nabob's averſion to your appearing in the propoſed negotiation in 1771 ought 
not to have been conſidered as a ſufficient reaſon for rejecting the Rajah's appli- 
cation, when he offered to ſettle with the Nabob by means of your mediation. 
And under the above circumſt ances every principle of juſtice, policy, and humanity,” r- 
* bad your engaging to ſacrifice bim to the Nabob's reſentment. 
In 1771 you ſeemed ſufficiently aware of the impropriety of encreaſiog the 
Nabob's power; but deeming it an act of political neceſſity, you reſolved upon the 
meaſure; intimating, however, that it would be eaſy to controul it afterwards, if 
found neceſfiry. But you need not be told by us, that it was much more eaſy to 
prevent it, than it can be to controul an improper . of power in the beads of 
the Nabob of the Carnatic. - 

But you further inform us, ** that /egal orders to the Britiſh delegates of net 
* power may model that of the gs and reſtrain it within ſuch One as ſhall 
de thought proper.” 

We are not at all diſpoſed to examine the lived affixed by to theſe e 
expreſſions. The ſubject i is too ſerious to be thus treated. Your unneceſſary expe- 
riment has been carried into execution ; it appears to us very dangerous z the em- 
barraſſment occaſioned thereby almoſt unſurmountable; and that air of indif- 
ference, with which you delivered your ſentiment on the rom extremely un- 
ſeaſonable. | 

We muſt confeſs, that'no a means occur to us, whereby the Nabob's newly- 
acquired power may be controuled; and, although the meaſure may be abſolutely 
' neceſſary, we have no aſſurance, that the remedy will not be attended with bilngree- 
able conſequences. | 

The above being our ſentiments reſpecting your condyA during the firf expe- 
ditien, we proceed to examine into the 3 -of y your mne relative to the 
ſecond expedition undertaken in 1773. 

In your ſelect letter, dated the 28th of February 1773, you tell us, . Faxjour 
had been humbled;” and we muſt declate this was all that ought to have been de- 
fired. You likewiſe give us your opinion, that, notwithſtanding what has paſſed, 
2 if we would give the King of Tanjour proofs of our impurtial Juſtice, i would 
bind him firmly to our intereſt.” But you nevertheleſs, as far as in you lies, 


© Put it out of our power to render bim that juſtice, before Fw gs r 
our ſentiments on the _ | 


You 
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Tou Panties declare, Har you ſee no reaſon to change the ſentiments commu- 


ad to us in your letter of the 3ſt of January, 1770, reſpecting the impro- - 
priety of reducing Tanjour, and of placing it ynder the management and controul 


of the Nabob, and we again concur in opinion with you on that ſubject. 


You confeſſed. your doubts, whether the treaty of 1762 be aboliſhed or till Me 


e becauſe a ſubſequent treaty has been concluded, in which you took no 
Part, and ee e e tracing 6 ſtrong line for pour 


future guidance. 


We received your letter of the 10th of Saber 1772s and our anſwer was 


ae eranſmitted by the Harcourt, the 5th of April 1773, in which we informed you, 


that we deemed thoſe objects of too much importance, to admit of an haſty de- 


termination. You were however of a different opinion; for, . without waiting the 
arrival of our inſtructions, you proceed 10 re-confider the treaty of 1762, and poſitively 


declare it annulled; and though no one circumſtance had happened to affect it ſince 


your. laſt. advices, you thereupon determined to renew your attack upon Tagjour, 
and-entered into Yreſh engagements with the Nabob, ſtipulating as before, that, 
if the King of Tanjour ſhould be taken, you would leave him and his family at 
the Nabob's diſpoſal 3 and as our troops were then returned from an expedition 
againſt the Marawar and Nalcooty Poligars, you forthwith order them to proceed 
againſt Tanjour. ä 
It is worthy of notice, that the reaſons given by the Nabob for ſubduing thoſe 
Poligars were; becauſe they had neither ſent a mau, nor ſupplied a grain of provi- 


fions for his army during the. operations againſt Tanjour; and, having by your aſſiſt- 


- ance cut off thoſe unfortunate people, he immediately urges as one motive for re- 
ducing Tanjour, that #be Tanjourean King had not contributed towards carrying on 
the war againſt the Poligars.. Other reaſons were indeed adduced ; namely, that 
he had mortgaged ſome of his diſtricts to the Dutch and Danes ; that he owed 
him money; and, that, if the preſent opportunities ſhould be loſt, the French 
or the Marattas would take Tanjour, and diſturb the peace of the Carnatic. But 


we muſt confeſs, that we are ſbocted to find, that our troops have been employed on 


ſuch ſervices, and on pretences fo frivolous as thoſe above mentioned. 
The Nabob ſays, the King of Tanjour owes bim money, and has not fulfilled 


the treaty of 1771. Suppoſing it true, you had juſt declared you were not gua= 


rantees of that treaty. Tou had. therefore no pretence on that account to inter- 
fete. But we find, that tbe Nabob's aſſertion, re/pefing - money was contraditied 


by the King of Tanjaur, who: declared, that he had ſent Soucar bills to the Nabob for 
| Payment, even before the money. was due, and pledged lands io Mr. Benfeld for the 


- whale amount of the paiſhcaſh. __ And though Mr. Benfield, as a ſervant of the Com- 


pany, very properly declined tranſacling this buſt neſs, his letter on the ſubject allows, 


that bills were actually ſent by the King of Tanjour on the occaſion, which manifeſted | 
at leaſt his defire to ſatisfy the Nabob. Theſe were circumſtances eaſy to be proved; 
but it * not appear, that you me the leaſt regard to the Tanjourean King's 


re preſentations 


of 
© 
4-7 


7 0 
5 


4 
3 4 * yp 


1 


J chte, ot took ay meaſures to aſcertain chetruth of the Nabob's ad. 


rations. 


As to any Seater, which might- . qe) t —— Kos f Tazzjout's | 
negociations with the French or Morattas, there was certainly mare reaſon. to expet7 


it before the firſt expedition, whilſt his treaſury was full, than afterwards, when it 
had jaſt been exhaoſted by the Nabob. There are no circumſtances before us, 


— 


which convince us, that the leaſt inconvenience. was likely to have happened by 
ſuch negociations. And as to your declaration, that the reduction of Tanjour 


was a meaſure of ſelf-defence, 'i It appears to us ſo very incon/iftent, that we are: ſarry | 


#0 find you capable of making the aſſertion, We ate of ſo different an opinion, that 
we deem the poſſeſſions of the Company endangered by the ſucceſs of that very 
meaſufe, and do not heſitate to declare, that it has rendered our ſelf-defence on 
the cvaſt of Choromandel an object of very ſerious conſideration. 


Upon the moſt deliberate view of your proceedings, and of the various cireum- 
ſtances therewith connected, we are confirmed in our opinion, that, as the King 


of Tanjour was in artear to the Nabob in 1771, you were then authorized in call- 
ing him to account; but the meaſures taken for that purpoſe, and your ſtipu- 
lations with the Nabob on the occaſion, were allogetber improper and utterly unwar- 
rantable ; and, although the -evils, which might have been immediately conſe- 
quent thereon, were in ſome degree prevented, or delayed at leaſt, hy the peace 
granted to the King of Tanjour ; yet, we find by the diſſatisfaction you expreſſed 
at that event's having happened, that the entire reduction of Tanjour was at that 
time ardently defired by you, and the ſhort ſuſpenſion-of the King of en 
unhappy fate in no reſpect owing to your moderation, 
We cannot find that in 1773 you were in poſſeſſion of any fati baer, which 
_ Could render it neceſſary to break the peace of 177 f. We therefore declare * 2 
expedition unjuſtifiable, and your conduct therein wholly inexcuſable. 
When we eſtabliſhed a Select Committee in March, 1769, it was profeſſedly 
with a view to the confining” of our influence and - poſſeſſions, and to retreating 


back within thoſe limits, which our Governor and Counci} had exceeded, by at- 


tempting to extend the poſſeſſions of the Nabob of the Carnatic. LADTE © 
We likewife enjoined you to repreſent to the Nabob, the folly: of relying on his 

| own troops for the defence of the Carnatic, and expreſſed our anxiety at ſeeing a 
ſyſtem adopted, ſo repugnant to our views, as was that of ſupporting him in the 

| Myforean country; and /o great was our reſentment againſt our Preſident and Council, 


. " that we not only ordered Mr. Bourchier to quit the government, but ſeverely n | 
manded the members of our Council, for the part they had taken, in the above —_ 


action. 
Theſe were the ſentiments we entertained of the conduct of our - late ſervants, amd 


Fully before you, when you ventured to adopt meaſures, of the ſame dangerous nature 


5 and tendency with thoſe,” which occaſfuned the cenſures above mentioned; and therefore, 
1 our orders 4 in grictions have hren ufſregarded by you, and a4 W made f 


former 


you 


| Lord Pigot, upon the arrival of his LoadilipmaeyobriRmfidenop515! cee two 
Anda be ebururrence of themembers of our Guncil, : in i heubneath. of aur ters, 


mities with them, had! ewe not*been willing 1 Uhoje;\ that Th fal- : condut7 may 


. = 


Its 1491 ” 


pr inde: remove \lexander Wynch Eſq. fr omtbeiy: Paofillendiof our Countits 
and hereby dire&;v thut he vH Aber go ver m rl be Nb nN 


? 


renders them ver undeferving of nur favdur; ce ſhould bavs.procredid\tathedlibd extras 


in ſami idigret at tune for paſt fenceg. On this ground alone, we: arr induced to continue 
Them in our ſerwicez\ but! wenevertbeleſs Sereby ſeverely reprimand ibm ad ag dev 


_ Clare, thats unltſs/rbeir zeal fer-our iutergſ Pall manifeſt in proper em of aur dini 
they will certainly experience mor: rigorous marks of our rem, 10 n d well od 


Having thus removed Mr. Wynch from being Preſident of our Council; it is: 
our pleaſure, and we hereby direct, that our Governor and Council of. Fort St. 


George do bidet 1 mon cn alu AGE womb 1190); 
od). bark n eee 2 Piggt, Fre e net 12 


ratton Seco 


General Joſeph Smith, or i ie A . CH of * * Ame fe 


being, Fo | Thi ird, TE ja 5 
2 ¹ xr 441% Mr. George Dion Peourth, IG IO 4 
en ee oe ere 85 1 mb 50 1 
VMxr. John Whitehill ein . PE 


8 bsc Mr. Olaud Ruſfel! en 48 Serembe 8! of who 1 

225i Mr., Charles Smittt w e wg; ws e 4 
(1.92 974 er. Alexander Dalfymple Ninth, nos zac e bas 2 

33809090 8 7501 MT. Sarfuel Johnſon Tentbßß . ns bus 


+ +0007 4» 1:29 +iMys Ohatles'Bloyeriic +62 fic Elgregthci (14 2oimovog, wt 
e e ' Mer:Joba Max wel Stone , 1c! Twelftlizas «5: 0 bas 58 5 . 


10 Bu 18 n 5 ere 300 bintec wod Bardut Bal 
151 0 "HP James Hay'i 2 10) Ecuftekncb !, eme at 


cit "23 Kiba! | 12 Mr. Edward Perky 11.1 6.75 Fifteenth, 10 147 398 (18 (1k „ 3 


Mr. Edward Cotsford "Sixteenth, WER. 390] as 4 


Nef i 0e c. Richard Lathom Sete 00 127381 400 55 EN 


1718 Sun Mr Francis Jourdan 155 Ich : Eighreenthy, | sad d; 

Mr. Sarge Mackay... i Weed dof il,” 

and nor to riſe to any Bete, Ration herein,” in lord 3 „ Zn: 
By the ſhip Grenville:we! tranſmit a commiſſion under the Company lg con-“ 


ſtituting e mentioned gentlemen, aur Govetmoti and Oountil ;> ud an 
atteſted copy thereof will be forwarded by the firſt ip = ef heut ſeaſon; Bound 
directiy to Fore St. George. ni Des won Run 507 10 n m, 


Although from variety of cireumſtances it has happened, that our Councib . 


Fort St. George haye never been reduced to the numbef of 'twelye; according to 


our direction im the year 1769, 'nevertheleſs it is our poſitive order, that no n 
vacancies therein be filled up by you, wa n until the Council mall: 
2b. be 


Abies Ser ab eee e ee wm 


3 


= 


bie Voss weich reſpen 


s e . — e eee den es 
Kii up vacancies from the dent of cb, civil" ſervants, provided chere / hall be no 


10 abilities, churaster, os ortune, | motireck in 
5 ur general Xr tY6g.0 0 15S [rote 21 ms ar 
- NorwiehHanding'me have thought proper te cemobe "Alexander: Wynch Eſq, 
from bling'Prefidbar of our Council, unc ae e ed. Georgs, it i nt 
our minton, that Mr. Wybch ſhall be obliged to Teave India immediately; if he 
mall think proper to continue there 0 ſettle his private (ffyirsy* and it is dur plen · 
ſote, that during his. continuande at Fort gt. Veorge, or his ſtay at vny other of — = 
Der kanten id bis way hase, he be casted mich the reſpokt: due te de un 
be has held in our ſerrie 8 1 * unt e eie een SEES Weir 
25 1 te Te 23 $08 10 . W FRY | * ner it nne 
a 36 "61, 10 ry r n 4 Fit $47 1118 Ni II} + TUE - 


Com mpany s Iofttugions tothe Seren be Conneit of Port 
St. George an Lord ee ng as; ; Governor, eie * 
FM eee f een Mis EDA * ibn nes" N ir 5 
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OY order to remedy, 40 A as may be, hat iicdadlench ks by the - 

miſconduft of our late Prefident n "we have thought proper to conſti- 
ute; and by our commiſſion” under dur feal dated the s ith inſtant, have confti- 
tuted and appointed yop to be our Governod and Councit\of Fort St. George, 
for goverping and managing, [all the C y's: affairs on the coaft of Choro- 
mandel and Orixa, and Alb dur forts, faftorics, aud ſettlements thereunto belong- 
ing, ſubject howevgriqwthe: Timitations and-refttidtigns;” tonthined in a late act of 
Fa liament, entitule& An At for eſtabliſhing certain regulations for the better 
25 De the ai or the Eaſt r oof 1 well in bar nk fr 

ue urope » 

By our letter to dur Preſident and Council of this date, (Copy whereof is here- 
with tranſmitted,) you-wilk:Be- more particularly: informed of the tranſactions, 
which kuye 'otchfioned tbe; b of our ſaid Prefident, and the reprebenſion of the 
_ Members of our Council. We ſhall not in this place recäpitulate thoſe: ee | 
but content ourſelves with -obſerving, that it behoves: vn, to avid all miaſutes 
of a like, | tendency: wittb thoſeg which, n Lernen ee de het, 
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1 conſequences of our «iſÞleakirt, Na 5711 FJ HOES ar? 77+ wy * qo? 32 28775 


In the execution of the truſt now repoſed in 2 ſoverd) Wade objects 
claim your immediate and moſt ſerious conſideratinm. We ſhall Point out, what 
we with do have accompliſhed, and ſuggeſt fuch means as appear to us möſck 
likely to be effectual for obtaining the eatls propoſed. But, we ate convinerd. 
| nn muſt, in a * * the — * 


| Cevny, that the Epropegas Hatt ahtaihed tun Hutt in e 1 ne 
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SreweG6.10f, your. 
the dee exertion. of thoſe e. abilities, 2 ea 
| Proftm. 14 ir "W905 0-6 29 64 275 "IFN o 
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the, aten N ente wt gs 
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of Mahmud, All C awo 1 
Nuated orders and inſtruſtion Which have vniformly\and'egpreſly;profijbiced them 
fam ane tupting iq enlargs our own 
bDoeſmon is ab letter. arif of the: Naber public diclardtiin:ito- the, Kine bf 


country of Tanjour to himſelf, but to ſecure then fot the benefit: of te Kt 
Tanyout's family, - aqd-te-place- a: proper perſon of his kijidred on The hang 
And having: reſolved toconteibure ſo far is in hu Jigs, | Bete dee meh ellen 


-of the King of Tanjour, Which, by every tie of honour, we contenu 


baund-t· deni hereby diteft,, thas you tali the: moſticfiiual-miaforits, ; alilh- 

out loſe af dino ſotiſeturingithg·perſon uf the: King of Tanzour, ind ther grid 
forthwich appoipe; him a proper guard for Kis, protection, and alſo far he prom! 

tection of his family and inform him, that we have determined dd 
on the throne, of his Amneſtem, upum recedih> ter . aud; Nr 
upon for the Wurnal enefiq! of hichſehff land the; Bogli 
without infringing the tights af: Mhamud. Ali Gawn,: 
Fer und fande pledged» by We arexty of: 1762, 

King of Tanjour's tribute to the ſaid N ehe 
ſincero deſire to maintain ith public tranquilltyn and ak ;vite R rt gg 


Fermitted and encati See r e Compmillflgeodtt in 
. difficult. to perform the izpartiob the) \guaranted ta; 1 ee eee 

| to endanget che peatei of) ö ic weiahereſon 
. an 
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© {enipre.the; regular: peymantief the ;Naliobls golt: e 
Ptahle us efeBually 40 Match the tin, aufTo alt ddt 
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| Hul violation. of that: treaty, : ind! ai Vari ibm: 
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veel, herein foe affirm chat it wis bot his. inncraiols rink 8 fortignd; 


Wan, PP ˙·˙* ent there | 


hat ab etpuirs 0 Cöriiflcasione Mall tbe; eitiuſtedi by! our Eugineerp ac cbe⸗- 
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Ma of European influence therein,” we require ng greater” Portion of „ 


des to be afgnecf tö the "company, than Walf be deemed abſolutely: eee 


ar the ſupport of our garriſon; but if any unf6reſeen circumſtance; * ſhall render 
ſich" revenues inadequate thereto, the King of Tanjour; muſt, a before ob | 
cauſe payment of the trogps to be made from his other reſources. + n 
"Although juſtic#to'otirown honour,” and the'King of Tanjour, e o 
take meafores* for delivering im öut bf che Hands of the Nabend of the Carnatic, = 
| you ate nevertheleſs? to declare publickhy in Hur name, that we will by no means 
Protect. the King of Tanjour, in with-holding from Mhahmud Ali his ſtipulated | 
tribute, of four lacks of rupees per ann. or any pare of it; but that, an the ow . 
tray, we will do Sur utmoſt to e payment thereof to the ſaid Nabob pla 
„AA rege ud to furtiſbing fuppftes in time of war, the King of Tarent mall not 
be oben eo 'tofoply With ahy"requiſition- for troops, unlels Sor Governpryand = 
Counẽiſ join che Nabob in making ſuch requiſttion ; Bor: hall the quota ov b 
futhiſmed tothe Cifcht bet left indehaite?' But be limited to fach ſupplles, ab ball 
on all ces fictis be dermed juſt Nad rensshüble. y- our faid Governor and Conncity:> 
and the charge thereof, if defrayed by the King of Tanjour, ſhall de deductech 
fem anhebt. to be Paid by Kim to the Nabob of the Carnatic; Dol. 
the Nabe has ichn ated Ais deftre, that ige government of Tanjour ſpoude 
be placed in the Hands of the Kin ve of Takjout's brother, or! of ſome d ther of bie 
family, ve direct, that in cuſe wg King of 'Tanjour- al! not be living, at che 
time of your receipt hereof at Fort St. George; you forthwith proceed to 5 - * 
the next of the royal Hine, or ſome other proper perſon of che King of Tanyjour's. | 
family, vp6h'the throtte of his *ariceſtors ; ſubject however to alliterms and con- 
ditions required" by the Comiputty;" deppen Tanjour, in} thieſe our pi: and” 2 
inſtructions οο 0 d 2593669 2114 WTF I =: 
Im the Year ryyr, wer Hud the Nabob -abratiibg! Fry! the! Nach, his: arrears of - F 
tribute, with iutereſt thereon; indemnification" for his expentes and ſundry pre. 
ſents to his children, umounting; in in the Whole, to forty-five lacks, ewentysſeyen. . - 
thouſind"tupees ;' beſides the. ceioh'' Uf certain diſtricts, to che amount of four; 
lache and eighty thouſand ropees per umtuft. We muſt therefote-conclude,/ chat) 
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charges incutred by bis Excellency: in the {aid expedition. 8 
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_ dimiviſhing. thoſe reſources, which ave; hitherto} deen append ages, 
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ſhecially. the latter, will be found! capable af wſwering; this — purpoſe... if 
- duly exploxed. and properly: regulated, we therefre direct, that when: affairs 
Tanjour. ſhalt have been accommodated and ftoll-odiuſted,'a Committee 
ot Our Couricil, conſifting of five e members, be appoinged to make, the circuit. of 
the northern: Circats, and that they aſcertain wich all poſſible exaRtneſs,: the pro- 
dude of the country, the avmber of inhabitants, the ſtate of the manufactures, - 


- the-foruhed places, the groſꝝ amount of the revenues, | the' prejcles-from-mhich they 
"ariſe, the mode by Which they are collected, the charges of collection, the ſpe- 


__cike proportion uſtg}y; received by the Rajah or Zemindar, and that, an cuſ- 


tom or ufage has alerted ta the eultivator,! as the reward. gf his . ö 
„They ne Aſq particularly to enquire, whar ſecurity the nativa has for his 
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, regulations 30 choſe lately eſtabliſhed at Bengal, by our Preſident, and Council, | 


: "max with. propriety: de introduced into the northern Circars. N gie hy Eng ola: 
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vane avidin rendited, in Wee a, 
- Competitors: to bid for lands, it it high time to argv abu 
mo the keeping of other tgp than our on in the Ciccar i de , UH 
as ſuch troops are not ſubzecb:to dur orders, bur render dur tehnti leſs; depen 
dient than they ought:to be upon dur authority and-controvh- 2 » 
In order to enable us to ſtrike at the root of this. evil, the Coturnittet of Cir- 
euit muſt. rake the moſt eſfectuat meaſutes for aſcertaining the; ſtength of each 
Rajah Zemindar, or landholder in the Circate 5 the enpenee of his Houſhold ad 
chat of his troops ; the means he may have for fefraying ſuch arpences 3 andl the 
number of regular Seapoys,: which it will be neteſſery for ds to mate 
eſrectine dre, in order to keep them in due ſuhjectio nun.. ñ 
As an addition of military ſtrength within our en pa Mees fam: thus fo 
| abſolumly: neceflary:; and as we:canhaveino doubt; but chat, with pesper 
i Homy, u conſiderable. force may be maiotained in the Ciichrs, and-2he ann ent 
or tribute, romitted to our treaſury at Fort St. George, be hevercheleſs confider> 
ably encreaſet,, we are therefore veſol ved, that every. military man refding in the 
Oucars ſhall be abſolutely-ubder our command, obliged to fervei us eee 
may bo wanted, and not left en to er e e f f . 
Des should arise in the councry; ...... 8 | 1 5 
Alber having fully! inveſtigated-the- provingial. 2ccounty of the Cistusd, eng of 
the Zemindars ſhall. prefer receiving their i income from the Company. nd reliai- 
' quifh-their hereditary claims, we have no to allowing them ſurhf ſti. 
pends as ſhall. be found. reaſonable; in lieu of the benefits ariſing from their Zie- | 
mis daries. Anh avit is-our intention, on the expitation.of the peeſentleafbs,thar. 
the Committee of 'Cirouit:flall;proceed'to let the Jaiids:iForia term of years; inte 
fame manner: as hath been. practiſed ax Bengal, .i2.i80ur:ander, what the Zomindays. 
have their option of retiring upon ſtipenda, or of contiguing to vent the lande t a 
proper valuation. But it is our poſitive command, that the preportion of the p „ 
duce, to be received by farmers of every denomination, alcettained/and ens - 
defined; and that ĩt be an expreſs condition in every. ſeaſe, that all farmers, who. „ 
ſhall exact more than their due proportion. from the under: tenants, ſhall. forſeit 
their farms; and you are to take eſpecial care, that the means of redreſs, in 5 4 
ef impoſition or oppreſſion, be rendered as eaſy as poſſible. 1 Fr 1 
3 n the outlines of the plan, which we wiſh. to ſee adopted bebe 1 
la regard to the Jaghire lands, mai conſiderations induce us to keep them A Yap 
en ae , and: unleſs lc! 'Nabob ſhall agree to. fuch e, 
wegts as; Ke deem gegeffary for : mutual advantage, we ſhall no longer > 
to his rentipg the ſaic aghite 135 as. it olmoſt enables him to nut. us up within Y 
the Wallas of Matrafs,iand even to prevent us. from obtaioing a proper ſupply of: „ 
proviſions for dur fertlement. . We! therefore:direc,, that you .conclude ng 2 | — 
ment with the Nabob for the flid-Jands ſor more than one ear; andithar 4,5, 


an expreſs condition in ſuch-agreement, that our Committee of Circuit ſhall hg | 
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425 Leif uny of our ſervants lvitiorcmilitary, 'ſhal oppoſe the exceution.of theſe aur 
4- -otders:and{infructions;-or refuſe to baſſiſt n warryidg)hthem into full effec, e 
hereby declare, that, upon proper repreſentatian of the caſe: to us, every ſuch per- 
n Mall be abſolutely. diſmiſſed from the ſervice of the Company vo 
1-5>And'in order to axldithe greateſt weight in aur power to your proceedings, and 
Deo. enſure; ſo far as my be, ſucceſt to yoùr meaſures we have: directed our Go- 
. 2vernor General und Cbuncil of Bengal to cooperate: with you, if y Hai. find uit 
+ aeceſſary, und to yield you all proper aſſiſtance, in bringing he important affairs 
hereby committed to. your management to a ſpeedy and happy concluſion. 
2 Although we have not expreſsly commiſſioned and appointed any perſan to | 
; ſocceed as Prefidenti of our Cduautil and Governor of Fore St. George, in daſe of 
che death or ubſence of Lord Pigot, it is nevertticjeſs; our pleaſure, if his Lordſhip 
halb be prevented, by death or otherwiſe, from taking upon bimſelf chat offtee, 
and chereby from executing our preſent. orders and ĩtiſtructions relative to Tan- 
/ „ur that ia ſuch caſe, the eldeſt Counſellor, for the time being, do take upon 
-bimſclf the adminſtration of our affairs, as Preſident of our Council, till our plea- 
 fure ſhall be known; and that you fail not, under the above cireumſtauces, to con- | 
cur with, ſack Preſident, ae ee our ſaid otders and iaſttuctiens m mediately 
_ into enecut ion a t 149415 Bu- 455433. nme mo 263 * 
lt is our pleaſure, that 3 of Circuits þ 5 the Jagbire lands d 
northern Circars, ſhall conſiſt of George Dawſon. Claud Ruſſell, Alexander Dalj- 
:rymple; Samuel Iohnſong and George Mackay, Efqrs. and ce doubt not, but the 
capacity, diligence; and fidelity of the above gentlemen i anſwer Our ex heck - 
tions, and fully juſtify the choice we have made in appoĩating them to ourry into 
execution our orders and e ne en Vic 
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29th Auguſt, 1776, and containing the Proteſt of thirty- 


ſeven of the Company's Civil Servants againft the Revolu- 


tion in 1 the Government of Madras | 


„ 
2 att 


F | Read the following lee, 


Bl 'To GEORGE 'STRATTON, Eſq. 


9 92 


E . 198 


E a Fort St. George. Military Canin dated 


Sir ROBERT FLETCHER, 1 74 : 
HOES t 1-1 HIRE BROOKE; - anyet wht; ee 
oo l ß et he 
4/4...) ARCHDALE PALMER,  - - >Efſquires. 
„„ , | i 

fe LU LH e GEORGE MACKAY. q : 

ot OT : : OUR Nt: 3 
eee N 162 nnen 


ing taken inge Bur moſt ſerious conſideration the late revolution in the 
government of this. place, and fearing, leſt it ſhould be repreſented to our 
Honourable Waden 1 

the civil ſervants, a dòctrine, which we underſtand has been induſtriouſly propagated 


in this ſettlement, do hold it our indiſpenſible duty thus publickly to proteſt | 
againſt an action which appears dire&ly contrary to the commiſſions granted by 
the Court of Directors to the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, and totally ſubyer- * 


ſive of the conſtitution of this government. Upon this evident” principle theres, 


fore, that where authority does not exiſt, obedience cannot be expected: we 
think it incumbent on-us, leſt our lence ſhould be conſtrued into an aſſent of 


meaſures fo totally repugnant to our feelings as men, and our duty as Company's 
ſervants, thus formally to acquaint you, that we cannot acknowledge any other 
but the Right Honourable Lord Pigot as Governor of Fort St. George and Preſi- 


dent of the Council. As members of a civil government, we cannot but confi- 
der an appeal to military force as-a-matter of the moſt dangerous tendency, and 
could we poſſibly admit the expediency of the late change, we abſolutely deny the 


legality of the meaſure. But as from the conduct of the military on that occa- 

fon, there ſcarce remains a doubt, but that the management of the Honovrable 
Company” s. affairs muſt remain in the hands of you, gentlemen, until judgment 
is paſſed on your, conduct in Europe, we heſitate not a moment to offer our vo- 
luntary ſervices .in, our reſpective ſtations for conducting the buſineſs of our 


Honourable Maſters, whoſe intereſt is our firſt object, and to whoſe candor and 


fe Wagen we ſubmit e our conduct. 
r 55 - The 
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hat this meaſure has been effected with the coneurrence of 
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„ 1 ns 
'The only Es we have to requeſt of you, gentlemen, is, the Airefting 50 your 


Secretary to make this letter a number of the EN 11 che we. MW now | 
under diſpatch for Europe. Werne, S 


Fort St. George, Gentlemen. 
29th Auguſt, 1776s 8 DE 


N Your very obedient ſervants, 


GIDEON FIRTH, EYLES IRWIN, 
HUGH MAXWELL, G. RAM, 
5 WM. MCHELL, WM. SIDGLEY, 
J. DES CHAMPS, KENELM DIGBY, 
GEORGE WYNCH, IOHN WOOD, 
tain J. EENWORTHY, - © 8 0 u, 
razed by deſire A. HAM 
Mr. Torriano: Iv. H. TORRIANO, THOMAS WELCH, 
8 GEO. JS. HOISS ARD, WM. WEBB, 
. _ GEO. SAV AGE, M. TUDOR, | 
oi WM. ROSS, WM. HAMILTON, ; 
WM. TURING, ' GEORGE FORSTER, 
J. DUTTON, JOSEPH REVELL. 
GEO. PROCTOR, IT. EINGSCOTE, . 
WM. JACESON, THO. OGILVIE, 
WM. ORAM, | DAVID HALIBURTON, 


IO. TANER, «> To GR GORYT, 
m—_—_ * 1 1 Seck ien 
| FRANCIS LIND, | 
I . CRAIG, 1 
| R MUNRO, | 
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| er of pt Colonel Edington A to the 
Attempt to remove Lord Pigot to e dated 39 
_ Avguſt 7+ © 


A Na of the particulars, that —— on the TOY of the 27th of Auge, 

1776, betwixt the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, late Preſident 
of the Council of Fort St. George, in the Eaſt Indies, and Lieutenant Colonel 
James Edington, Adjutant General of the troops on that eftabliſhment, who 
was ſent to St, Thomas's Mount, by order of Colonel James Stuart, commanding 
the forces of the Honourable Eaſt India Company, on the coaſt of Choromandel, 
during the diſpoſition of Brigadier General Sir Robert Fletcher, &c. &c. in 
order to receive the. perſon of the ſaid George Lord Pigot from Major Matthew 
Horne, commanding the artillery, under whoſe charge his Lordſhip then was, 
and remove him to the fort of Chingleput, which is about Tir EA miles 


from 


be cy 


from Medraſs,.. That on the ald night Lieutenant Colonel Edington . arrived at 
the Mount about half after ten, and purſuant to his inſtructions, ſent a note to 
Major Horne, acquainting him with his arrival, and requeſting to know when 


he ſhould wait upon him agreeable to directions, ſent Major Horne the ſame 


. Lieutenant Colonel Saen received ae e e ie n 617 

| OE Fe e DT TIEN 238-4 9 

A | Have received your 8 and the proven is the beſt b 
1 your humble 11 2 

ae . MATTHEW. HORNE, 


:Lieutenant Colonel Edington, on receiving the above. aue dune day 
a to Major Horne's, being then à little paſt eleven, where he found the Ma- 
jor walking in the Feranda (with Lord Pigot, and Lieutenant Fire- Worker 
Gibſon of the artillery, who was then officer of the guard, ) to whom he delivered 
a letter from Colonel Stuart, ordering him to deliver up his Lordſhip into his 
cuſtody, On perufing the ſaid letter, he (Major Horne) and Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Edington walked up to Lord Pigot, the former aequainting him of the 
orders he had received, and the latter chat he had permiſſion to allow him & few 
minutes, to ſelef# ut valuable articles his Lordſhip chuſed to take with him, after 

which the Colonel informed him, that his Lordſhip muſt go in the chaiſe with 
him to a place, were he was ordered to eſcort him, and where he would be 
treated with every mark of reſpect. His Lordſhip'then demanded, - where" the 
Colonel intended to carry him to, but Lieutenant Colonel Edingron, not being per- 
mitted to tell bim, could only repeat the former aſſurances he had given him of 
his perſonal ſafety; on which his Lordſhip declared, that he was very well treat- 
ed where he was, and was under the charge of a brave man, who had four H 
red artillery men under his command, that would protect him ; at the ſame time 
declaring, that unleſs he was carried to his fort at Madraſs, or on board his Majeſ= 
ty's ip of war the the Saliſbury, then lying in Madraſs roads, that be ( Lieute- 
nant Colonel Edington) ſpould never carry bim to any other place alive. Whereon 
Major Horne and the Colonel told him, that the orders were poſitive, he muſt 
go immediately. On this he threw his arms about Major Horne, claimeg his 
protection, repeating bis former reſolution of not ſtirring alive from thence. 
He then addreſſed himſelf to the centries, and ſoldiers, to the following pur» 
poſe, * ] am your lawful Governor appointed by the Court of Directors, 
e and none but they have a power to take from me my commiſſion, 
© Thoſe, who have attempted to do it, and all concerned, are rebels, 
damned raſcals, who I will hang every one. I have been forty years 
ein the Company's ſervice, once taken priſoner. I defended Madraſs, when 
laid ſiege to by the French, and obliged them to raiſe it; for which 1 re- 

. X 2 7 «ceived 


pings 1 5 15 
cc ceived the PONY of t ny King and country, AS well as of the Hotiourable Com- 


4 pany, and at the fame time was created a Peer of Ireland; and a great deal to 


the above effect, adding, "you are my ſoldiers ; you'are four bundrrd brave fellows, 
an I marth at your bead againſt all the forces on the coaſt, and coneluded with 
the moſt opprobrious language againſt the preſent Governor (Mr. Stratton) and 
Council, who, he ſaid, were legally ſuſpended the Company's ſervice by him and 
the majority of the Council; and that Lieutenant Colonel Edington, pointing to 
him, was one of the villains, or raſcals, who had made him priſoner, aſſiſted by 
that raſcal Stuart, after accepting the command of the army from him, and giving bim 
bis honour, that be would ſupport bim in every thing, About this time Meſſrs. 
Monckton, Dalrymple, and Lathom, made their appearance, the two former 
ufing ſuch groſs and abuſive expreſſions, partieularly|/Monckton, againſt the Go- 
vernor (Mr. Stratton) and the other gentlemen of the Council, Colonel Stuart, 
and all who obeyed. their orders, as Lieutenant Colonel Kdingron never heard 
gehtlemen make uſe of before. On the arrival of Meſirs. Monckton, Dalrymple, 
and Lathom, the officer fell in his guard, and marched it within a few paces of 


Major Horne's Feranda, when Lieutenant Colonel Edington judged it then the ; 


proper opportunity to execute his orders, and addreſſing, the guard, told them, 

that he came: there by the expreſs order of the commanding officer of the troops, 
who was empowered by the Governor (Mr, Stratton) and the reſt of the Council, 
and demanded in a peremptory manner, Whether ot not they would obey their 
orders veſted in him. This he repeated a ſecond. time, and the officer replied he 
would obey Major Horne's orders. Lieutenant: Colonel Edington then took | 
Major Horne aſide, and afked him if he was certain of the fidelity of his troops? 
who replied, he would anſwer for them with his life. That they (Colonel Eding- 
ton and Major Horne) agreed not to proceed further, until they had received freſh. 
inſtructions from the Board, provided his Lordſhip would give his word of honour, 
that he would make no attempt to eſcape, or employ agents to tamper with the 
troops, which, from intercepted letters and other circumſtances, the Board had 


reaſon to ſuſpect. His AY gave his. en ee and nothing further 
nene Rin hy u tee 
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Coin Elina dt Mejor Farne and Lord Pigot at Mot. Horne 
houſe, where ſome converſation paſſed; but my being at too great a dif * 
rance prevented me from hearing any thing for almoſt five minutes, when at that 
time I heard Lord Pigot declare, with an oath, {bat bv would not ge 'wnth "Colonel 
Edington alive," unleſs Major Horne would tet" ſame 'of thoſe brave nen (pointing to 
the artillery men) e bim th bis fort, or on board: be Admiral's ſhip Major 
Horne ſaid, that was impoſſible, as he muſt abide by order of the Council; Lord 
Pigot ſaid, there could be no orders without his concurrence, . that he was - Go» 
vernor, and was ſent out by the Court of Directorz, and that none but them 
could appoint another. Colonel Edington told bis Lordſhip, that, t was his 
duty he was performing; and hoped his Lordſhip would go with” bim; to all 
loch his Lordſhip anfwered in the negative. During this. time there came te 
gentlemen, the one 1 heard was Mr. Monckton, and the other a Juſtice of 
Peace. Major Horne faid' to one of theſe gentlemen, he muſt not come there; 
to which he anſwered, then you ſhall knock me down. Colonel Edington then 
enforced his argument ſtrongly with my Lord, requeſting him to go wh bam as 
he ſhould be taken care of, to all which my Lord would not conſent. By chi 
time. the officer, commanding the guard, deſired the Serjeant to march the 14 
in, which was done. Then Lord Pigot addreſſed himſelf to the ſoldiers, claim- 
ing their aſſiſtance and protection. Colonel Edington aſked the officer of the 
guard, if he did not obey the Company, or who he'obeyed. I could not hear 
what anſwer the officer of the guard made, but he pointed his: ſword to Myon. 
Horne. Then Major Horne, Lord Pigot, and, the, other two gentlemen came 
out, and my Lord hbarangued the ſoldters_ concerning his length of time in the 
rountry; which he ſaid was forty years,: and that he at all times, was. a 7 
friend, and other ſuch like expreſſions. . Colonel. Edington told his, Lor. 
hoped he would go wich him, as it was for that reaſon he came i 
which my Lord Pigot ſaid,, he would: not; the gentleman who Was. the. Joltice, 
ſaid they (as J ſuppoſe meaning the. Council) , had not acted with propriety. _ 
Colonel Edington ſaid he could not ſee what buſineſs or concern you 


ing the. Juſtice) have here; to which he anſwered as being, a Juſtice of. Peach 5 


Colonel Edington ſaid he was no Lawyer 3 to which my Lord Pigot interrupted 


bim ſaying, he was a ane © eren #1 NG, i 98 K e 1018 
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5 Lord by his maſter. He then aſked thoſe brave men, if be did mot work with them 
the fiege of Madraſi, and. if he was not à good ſoldier? I then heard Colonel 

| 8 ſay, it. was of no, uſe haranguin the ſoldjers, and deſired Lord Pigot 
dc return in the houſe. My Lord ſaid; he would: not for ho ſüch à viflain, 
- and that he would not go from there, unleſs Major Horne would let choſe brave 
men guard him to his fort again. Major Horne ſaid, that was impoſſible, as it 
Pas the: Counar's orders for Colonel Edington to take him from bence f Loni! 
Pigot ſaid che ſcoundreis and villains ought to be ſhot, to which one of the gen- 

tlemen, which 1 belieye was Mr. Monckton; ſaid, they ought to be hanged ; 

ſhooting was too good. My Lord, ſaid, the villains with a party of Seapoys ſeized 
. © him from his chaiſe, and ſaid Colonel Stuart invited himſeif to ſupper, and then 
like a villain gave me up to you the villain and ſcoundrel, addreſſing himſelf to 
Colonel Edington. He alſo called Captain Lyſaught a ſcoundrel, as alſo every 
one in che fort. Colonel Edington defired him to deſiſt from ſuch expreſſions, 
telling my Lord, it was not proper to uſe them againſt the Council. Colonel 
Edington called Major Horne out, and had ſome converſation with him, which 
I could not hear, and at their return Major Horne deſired my Lord to make 
himſelf eaſy, and Major Horne told Colonel Edington, chat he would anſwer 
With his life, chat, as his Lordſhip was determined not to go unleſs he went to 
the fort and was güarded, he ſhould not, go from his houſe, unleſs by order of 
Couneil ; when after fomg converſation, relative to his (Lord Pigot's) going 
with Colonel Edington, which my Lord abſolutely refuſed ; the guard _ marched -. 
back, and Lord Pigot, Colonel Edington, and Major Horne returned into the 
bouſe. The: 8 two : took: ein , and went a ar Which 
'I Deu no more. * 1 5 


Made Zoth of lk Nag = | Gigned) | "Ao. SHAW, © 
Sworn to before me, | 5 8 Land Batt, of erer. 
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8 foon as I had an opportunity of a well informed of the general 3 
upon Which the late majority (who now compoſe the government) had ſe- 


pirated themſelves from Lord Pigot, and the gentlemen Who had adhered to 


Bin, ſomſe particulars of which were ſignifed to the public and to me, by the 
letter of Auguſt 23d, directed to me by the notary public, Mr. Bromley, I did 
not befitate to conclude it my duty Zo obey their orders; and in this view I had no 


difficulty in determining what part I was to act at the time when I received from 


Mr. Stratton the order contained in their minute of conſultation of Auguſt 23d. 
In conſequence of the power veſted in me by that minute, F forthwith: formed the 
Plan of Putting this fortreſs into the PE of what I conſidered to be the legal 


CTR, 
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nil with az little datiger and confuſion as 1 Fhe principal 4 

of the garriſon and neighbourhood, who, as I' ſuppoſe, had received the Rane 
information from the proteſt circulated” by the notary public, Mr. Bromley, g Zave 
a ready concurrence on theit part to aſſiſt me. It became an object of at im- 
portance, towards the public peace of the ſettlement, to ſecure the perſon of Lord 
Pigot. My, oton Enotvledge of the man, and what I heard from others of bis violent 
haſty lemper, made his arreſt neceffary in my "opinion und Thad taken meaſures 
to arreſt him even in the fort, had it been neceſſary." But I ell ever think i @ 
fartunate circumſtance, "that I was not driven to this neceſſity. ' After the For Ad- 
jutant had delivered to me, by order of Lord Pigot, the general orders of "the 
23d. Auguſt, . appointing me to the command of the army, 1 went in the evening 
to the fort-ſquare, at Lord Pigor's Gefire, to meet him. We had ſome conver- 
ſation apart, the ſubſtance of which was, That be cenfdered my Bubing ee, 
general orders without objeftion, as an acknowtedement of the authority by which thi 
were publiſhed. On my part, without contradifiing that poſition,” 1 told his Lo 
ſhip, that I owed to the Court of Directors the obligation of being next in com- 
mand to Sir Robert F letcher ; and I preſſed his Lordſhip to allow me communi- - 
cation of the records. He gave no preciſe anſwer, but aſked me to ſupper, as he 
ſaid, wich his friends 3 which I promiſed to do, provided he gave me his word, 
chat nothing of buſineſs ſhould be talked of. Meſſrs. Stone, Dalrymple, Lathom, 
and the Sub- Secretary, Mr. Baine, were of the party. Next mornings. the — . 
Auguſt, 1 thought proper to write Lord Pigot a letter, again requeſting com- 
munication of the records before I was called upon for any executive act as Com- 
mander in Chief. This letter 1 delivered, after breakfaſting with” kim at bis 
| garden-houſe. He read it with ſeeming attention, did not deny the reaſonableneſs » 
of the requeſt ;_but objected to the manner, as 3 looked like making a bargain be- 
fore I conſented to do my duty. He aſked me to dinner. I waited at home from 
nine o'clock till one, in expeFation of being called to council. I then went to the 
houſe called the admiralty, and again urged my requeſt to be informed from the - 
records of the grounds that had given riſe to the honour conferred upon me n | 
general orders. I had no anſwer that gave me any ſatisfaction. Aﬀter dinner was 
over, Lord Pigot aſked me to ſup. I enquired particularly whether he ſupped in 
town or at the garden- bouſe. He told me in the country, but that he would "8 | 
me at ſix in fort- ſquare. About five in the afternoon I received a note from the 
Sub-Secretary Mr. Baine, defiring my attendance on*Cotintil at fix o clock“. By 
this time I bad entirely compleated my plan, and had entruſted the execution of it to 
Lieutenant Colonel Edington the Adjutant- General, to Captain Lyſaught then in 
the garriſon, and to Major Horne commanding the corps of artillery at the 
Mount. The firſt gentleman I ordered to poſt himſelf at a certain place on the 
road, with a few Seapoys, to ſtop the carriage, in which he would ſee Lord Pigot 


and me, to diſperſe 8 u ad to TAIT Pre N . 70 name — | 
government. 


1 ins 9 


I : t ag 4 5 5 | 
1 eben Captain Lake, be near, at hand. with, a, 33 dg an, Hey 
— dein td ohne) Lord Pigot to Major Horne s at St. kee Mount, an 
gave him my orders and inſtructions ſor the Mayor. 1 JO 5 nother. officer r near 
Lord Pigot's guard at the garden: houſe, to prevent their ge 108 under arms in 
caſe; of an alarm. Having made this diſpoſition, I went to Caunel, where Lord 
Pigot arrived half an hour after fix. There were, preſent Medlrs. Ruſſell, D 
kymple, Stone, Lathom, Mr. Secretary Sulivan, and Mr. Haine. Buß they di 
Pot ſeem to be regularly met, or Itting as a Board. Lord; Pigot retired with 


one or two gentlemen for ſome minutes, and then brought! in bis hand a patch 


ment, which he called the commiſſion of government, in order to convince me 
that there was no, power in the Council to diſmiſs. or Ur of the Governor. There 
was much.conveaſation upon this and other ee ich Le 7 T indiſtriouſy 
Hun ont to gain time fill it was dert. The utmoſt efforts of Lord Pigo t and the 
t of. MERE authority by 


gentlemen were-uſed, to obtain an avowed acknowledgment 
Joms public. act on my part. Particularly they deüred. chat I might, as Com- 
mander in Chief, direct che Adjutant General to publiſh in general orders to the 
army, the reſolution of Council, whereby, Sir Robert Fletcher was put in arreſt 
and l was appointed to the command. I repeated at full length the hardthip of 
obliging mie to take this, or any other ſtep, without giving me communication of 
the reaſon. of their proceedings, adding, that 1 conſidered ĩ It as a right: peculiar to 
the officer commanding. the forces, tube, from bis Nation, is entitled to a ſtat in Com- 
il. Mr: Dalrymple and others in anſwer laid, it was my duty to obey, 1 fo ugh; 
- off rhe, beft way I could ;. and a great deal of yague converſation followed, the Par- 
ticulars of which very-poflibly Mr. Secretary Sulivan may recolle&t. 11 Was now 
about half an hour afier eight, and Lord Pigot had agreed to drive me to the 
garden: houſe i in his chaiſe. The Adjutant General ſtapped the chaiſe according 
to orders, and I told Lord Pigot that he muſt g0 with Captain Lyſaught, who 
accordingly delivered him over to Major -Horge, I then ſent the Adjutant General 
to the. hauſe where. the ſeven members of Council were aſſembled, to acquaint 
them, that every thing was ready for their reception in the fort ſquare. . Y 929 1 
ed myſelf to the fort, where 1 e one in the beſt Ae to : Kio 
Mea their authority. LEE 


I do not take any eee notice here. of Mr. Ruſſelbe 8 in 8 to 


give. orders to the main guard in my.preſence,, and. in the preſence of almoſt all 


the officers in the garriſon. ,. 1 was under the neceſſity of forcing him from che 
Parade, in order to bring him before Council, where I. wiſhed he mould remain - 


till he heard what I had to ſay. upon the occaſion, the particulars of which appear 
upon the minutes of conſultation of che 24th at night. . 


The Board having information, chat underhand practices were made fe of 40 | 
dra the ſoldiery from their duty, J. which they had reaſon to believe were en- 


couraged.. by the local refidence.of Lord Pigot, they empowered me to lake 4 
e es 1 thought proper, to remove bis OP to Chingleput. * 5 80% 


— 


— 


teste 11 8 


-1 ale: 26th K orden Major Codk ꝛbither to reetird hid. Tardthlp, ads $ 


vide the neceſſary things for his Lordfhip't.convenichoesand-barthe,2o5h 1.aifo 


"ordered Lieutenant Colonel Edington: id proceed; don dt: Thomae MMU, and = 
concert mes ſares with MAjor I Borte, that winhen the lab noiſe ang dflundevorto 


' the Lali of Lord Pix fi be nu bt conveyed ini 4 abagfe aling, with, Lhentenant 
Cole! Hungen to Cbinglenat. As t what paſſed on n en 1 refer to 
Lieutenant Colone] Edington and Serjeant Stiaw's affidavits. .--/ + 


don: do 1 


1 1 cannot cloſe this narratide without adding: my. ſatis faction at Wi had. an 


opportunity, in the preſence af die Eouncit and of all cchE officers: of the garriſun 


affe mbled du the 24th at night, to dectare ons Jau ments Apen the — ge- 
* vernment, under the auſpires' of the Britiſb cunſlitutiom; that it enmſiſted in the due 
ſuhordination of the military to the civil power. This declaration made in the 


name of all the. officers cof the garriſon" then pteſent, dd which-theay-waanimoully 


aſſented. Were it neceſſary to bring additional proofs of my real ſentiments at 


- this Erifis, I miglit refer ru m converſation in pteſence of a large company. nent day, 
aſſembled at dinner at the Governor's in the Fort Square; and the publie #oafhel 


gave on that occaſion unanimouſly approved by. the civil: h, military ſervants 


Wem: preſent . It was, (““ Juſtice: to the army, while ſubordinate, tg. the civil 


** power.” 
. Tho h a ſoldier u} wards of twenty-ni ne year 
ent TofÞ fight of the Meſimgs of tivil iii 1nd 1 nal eur een tri übe it fat 
tunate circumſiance in my life, 20 bave been in dny.degree the inſtrument of recovering the 


legal authority of the Company 5 repreſentatives ; and I am ready to riſk my all to ſup» 


Ten and the Flom IB ne 0. my oath ff fidelity * 
a ſervant of the onour any 9 5 
| ah, poke ee GN STUART... 
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6 which are intompatihle with aur la. 
laſtanees of murder, impti anmente, theſts,. toutes, and ſuch-Jike affencep 


HA Pater rep OI to the Board the may aire thi wap 4 


Wm by the Nabob's people, wherein the-igterference. of ch government-4s 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, have already. happened in the ſhort time the President has 
been here. He ſhould ill deſerve the ituſt repoſed in him, if be let information 
7 and if he is not paſſive, Me Ake will exer 


«think his dignity. bu l, 5 bh n T 2 0 159 
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3 family and luck; i Gociſion been toe mul 117 he | 


Preſident under the greateſt embarraſſment. i 10) t l dy obs 
The Nabob has not mentioned it in his Jetter to Sit Edvard ft ell but the 


a »Preſident knows well, he was molt chugtined \at the Preſident's: having releaſed - 


ſome children ſtolen by a Moor- man, formerly, if not at preſent, in the Nabob's 
Aervice, and WhO was: Ropt in the Company's bounds, but conveyed away by the 


| Nabob's officers into his | Highneſs's-/ country, and thereby | has - eluded che Juſ= 


tice of the Engliſh! laws. - Of theſe children nineteen were taken from the e 
country, one from St. Thome, ald two from Chddalone. 1220 9 1 eite = 
The Preſident being gefirous to avoid everycoccalion of giving diſguſt. to. ut 
Nabob, and as circumſtances muſt occur daily to ancreaſe his diſcontent, while 
be remains here, the Preſident propoſrs, as the moſt eſſectual method to pre- 


venvthoſe miſunderſtandings, chat it be recommended-to the Nabab to reſide. ar 


eh roma nnen 16. TR? C300 Abb 01 OT, {is N34 $1.4 | vo. * ei a 
- Agreed, char the Preſident be deſired to addreſs: a Jetter/to. the: Nibobi 40 that 
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Letter frm Me na Ka Id, FF Fort & St. de George 
| 29 May,” 17776 en Wa 


To the Right 1 Honourable Lord Pigot, Prefidenit and een, &, 
Ty . ADE CONE on Fort 8t. We, q 


Cz 


My Lord and Gentlemen, As, 


| I Have received your Secretary's letter of ann 2 
1 have conſtantly addreſſed your Lordſhip, &c. reſpeing claims on the Tan- 
jour country, under the following heads. 


Fut. My claim by virtue of mortgage and aſſignment of 8 of 


— 


14 


IN 


F the Subah of Munnargoody for the Nabob's debt to me of three hundred and 


ſixty · nine 3 % and ninety , ee ſix 1 and forty-two an. 


„ 7 OG 07 bits Gilg | ASP lug 4 
Second. My claim by virtue of: the Nabob's d Phe Subah, 5 Papa - 
naſhum for twenty thouſand ee — ep en of Puttcotah for 

fifteen thouſand' (1 5000) pagodas. eee 


Third. My claim on account 67 adn ay to che. akin through 
the Circar, to the amount of one hundred and twenty thouſand: ſix hundred and 


fifty - nine (i 2069) pagodas, for which I have the bonds of Ameer ul Omrah Ba- 
hauder, as Naib or manager of the Toggour a et at * _ n the amn 
bonds — me as collateral 8 


. Fend. 


{ N 


— 


i Fi 10 Mm „„ 

ee My: „ and claims on many of the ic 
country, independent of my concerns with the Circa +515 e e bos 6 
Of; the ſirſt. Lcomplain to you! of the injuries. bare fultained from 
ſutes and conduct of che Right Eapoureble Lord Bigor, while, afting'under-your. 
commiſſion, in cauſing che grain thar had been depoſited; with me to be by. 
the Company's Seapoys, and in depriving. me of the means further, 7 
revenues. The Nabob hath av wʒẽd his having made, u N ITher aich mortgage 
and aſligument, and the deeds haye been, regiſtered-injche. Ouscherrꝝ e 
officers, according o the cuſtom: of the ; COUNtTY 6) $58 LAT oo oo 4 
I was put in poſſeſſion in conſequence by the official authority. of 


who! 


: doubtleſs. hath made the Right -Honourable-Lord Pigot acquainted wich theſe. 


circumſtances. From this Subah my people have received; a few;x chuck - 
rams, che exact ſum I cannot give yous but I believe amgunting 49;ahout tyurtern, 
or fiftoen thouſand pagodas. Whatever it may be, the Dobbeer, hach keen H- 


lar receipts, for which will be. duly credited: The revenues atiſe chief fem 
grain, ſame of which had been cut and delivered: into my poſſeſſion, which was 


ſtanding on the ground, was ſurely equally; my right for it is well known, chat 


grain ſtanding 509 then ground is paid and ;tereived, as property, $hroughaur...the; 
whole country. 


virtue of the ſaid mortgage and aſſigumient. CUE, N 


* 


Of the ſecond. I hope you will cauſe che orders on Papanaſhaty 41 Nee 


to be diſcharged, as I have received nothing from them. This claim the Nabob 
hath likewiſe acknowledged, and it ig regiſtered in the Cuteherry. 


Of the third. My claim is founded on the bonds of Ameer ul Onieab Biban- | 


der, as Naib or manager of the country at the time, for ſums ſupplied him to 


aſſiſt in the public advances made to the inhabitants, according to the cuſtom of 


| the country, and thoſe debrs of che inhabitants made over ta me as ſecurity. 


* 


The records of the Curcherry | will prove tranlactioh, and from tht Dob beer? 


the public officer, I had authority to receive the ſums. The bonds of the in- 
- habitants 1 have not at Madraſs; I conclude they are either depoſited in the 
Cutcherry, or in the hands of my people to the ſouthward. FN "im is 
_ likewiſe vouched by the Nabob in / his letter of icertificate;” + ++ 
I aſk; that the Rajah, may cauſe the inhabitants to pay to me what is jutlydue 
from thein on accoumt of thoſe advauces. i 44 44h E239 


Din iin 


Of the fourth. Phe ee e ee e eee ee 5 
current; a ſett of books could furniſn you with the particulars. What I have to 


aſk of you under this head is, that I inay be furniſned with a letter to the Rajah, 
to cauſe the grain that was my property, and in poſſeſſiom of my people, the pro- 
duce of the laſt year (nor of, the preſent crop) to be immediately reſtored, in quan 


tity twollacks twenty-four: thouſand and ſorty- ſour (aao) columns a alfothas 1 


which had boen depoſitecd with aerger ae eee ber 


3905) 21 $6 wins 2014 249 IS unn 2 n 1443 2144408. . 1 alteady- 


#1: 431 "CY 
ry 


| 


"rus vu - 


nder this head 1 aſk, that you will, cauſe my ptoperty to be 
reſtored, and juſtice to be done to me, inTecuring for me what lam men my | 


| in. che. Tin Þ 
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8 V4 er the Haid indubitants-d6: pay: u me hen dern a. 
be proved to e due from MM e e e bat eat 


y Waffg Anh ebneerns Wich the Citcar n de been made known-to your board in 


ME Walt Publ manner; for ff came vnderiengagenjenrs to pay) to the Duets the 


fumiſtipelatedqn the treaty made wich ene Nabob in 1773 ·· Such engagement made 
an urdlele in chat treaty, Which F underſtand received . e tad ft of your Board, 
£627 the EBurx ef Ditecors; and tt Courts of and Follantl. 


e further, Wich the luft three years; Sa ee Company'sxreatuby, un 


my own bills on the ee account, uns to tke TR "of pads twenty tacks 
(20360; 660) of pagsdas. 1A i 55 T vo nein n 2 r ZR 1 
As I am Adreming eſe 'vpon'a env vOprojerty; 9A wilt doubelely allow the 


| SUN Netting is -rieceflary-to ſupport my right. I beg your leave to fop- 
ff; chat 1 ink Lord Pigerz in ehis infancy” Becomes a party. I is by his | 


mesſüres, and ich the exebarioh of his orders, that I am deprlved of my property, 
and den id the brinle of ruin And deſpair - When 1 appeal to your congutt and 
your juftice, is it confiffent he ſhould be one of my judges ? Had the meaſures 
Fcomplained of been adopted by your particular orders, I know not how the 
ſubject of my repreſefitations cot have been a queſtion before your board. Te 


0-01 y; Ong eee 7.0 Ut Fa 1 $98 ei tyre! 31 raves iT 
yd 03 iin s! em, with reſpeRt,.. os a0 30 0) ifi Dig toe 
„Fort St, Georer, e Lord nack-Geiltleinen,; ako di e 2871; 
bn: st 4 no bio; : 1 13 N 
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* N. ene chi ſubject $6; due ob RR it will be e to 4 

into a minute diſcuſſion of the matter, not merely as relative to Mr. 
Benfßeld's claims, but as it concerns the Nabob, the Tenjour country... the: other 
claims there may be on that country, the ;onders of - the; Gompany; as well as the 
| —— Board; bene * eſſential to abe r- ere 
AT 2 5 e ee ee er D0T Htinms:i een ee tt N- 
woe The Court of. Directors, eee condu& of -the ken here 
in diſpoſſeſſiag the Rajah, and giving the Tanjour country to the Nabob, in their 
ſeparate letter pen Gren ville (par g. 5. 1% 16.) ditett, that the King of Tunjour, 


er me other perſon of his family, if be ſhall not be living et the time of our re 


tat db 1hefe orders at Fort. St.George, | be: forthwith placed upon the throne of his 
nn declare that they mean no 3 of his authority over his ſubjects, 


er 


* 


IL. 463; 1: Wo 
'  paſichtelyfarbid any of the Company s ſervants interfering in the. ofairs: of bis nt 
| vernment, and direct that we take eſpecial care on the part of the.Compeny,: and rev. 
5 quize us to explain to the Raja, that it wan no means their intentias to r 
on diſereſt Tanjqur. n Fernen ier — * 
31 When theſe orders arrived; the critical eh of aging made ie 
to proceed with the utmoſt caution and tenderneſs, The extreme ſolicitude of our Pre: 
ſident, to act in concert: with! the Nabob, made him in ſome: meaſure yield to ches 
deluſive promiſes ahd profeſſions from Chipauk, which protracted. the execution 
of the Company's orders for ſo me months. Is the latter end of Fchrusty, I er 
preſſed my ſentiments in Couneil, and exonerated myſelf from al conſequences; of. 
further dx lay; being convinced, that the view was i@ protratt the bufineſs 4 till the. 
crops were gathered iu, when the Rajab, being without treaſure,. and the country: 
without grain, it would became a heavy ineumhranes on the Rare. and by 
that means perhaps give an opening for new machinations- 2 
1. Another member of the Board, Wwhe sow expreſſes his eee — 
any man in his ſenſes could ever have expected the Nabob's conſent, at that 
time objected to precipitaney obſerving, that a mon more. would be well u ee 
if by that delay the Nabod's conſent could haye been obtained. 5 
5. A very eſſential queſtion in this bulineſs 1 is, whor. the Nabob's property 
of the Tanjour country ſhall terminate. 
6. It is very obvious, the Company meant, that as . as | their tw 
were received at Fort St. George, we ſhould proceed foribwith to reſtore the Rajab 3 
and therefore this ſeems to be the perzod, at which, in conformity - to the Com- 
pany's orders, we muſt conſider the Nabob's claim to terminate. Had the Nabob 
acted wiſely and becemingh to the company, he would have given his aſſent inſtantly 
to their determination; and ſurely it would be very incompatible. with aur duty. to 
the Company to conſider the oppeſition he has made to their n 2 motive 
for our aſſenting to let that oppoſrron be profitable to him. 5 
7. The Court of Directors (in par. 19.20. 1. 22.) aGen na, why abey 
cannot admit the alienation of the countries made over to the Nabob in bye 
Rajah ; judging, that he: had been amply recompenced for his expences in the 
firt expedition: and they add, that . 4s the expedition againſt Tanjour 
% in 1773 was ſhort; being undertaken in Auguſt and concluded in September, 
„ we apprehend the revenues of the country could not ſuffer great diminution by 
, that war, and maſt ſuppoſe, that the plunder of the plaas and the, rec66pt; of che. 
„ revenues for mere tban uoũã. years; ill hate rendered the Nabob a, very, configerable | 
© gainer, after defraying all charges incurred by his excellency in the ſaid expe» 
dition.“ The Company do not! ſay, as ſeems to have been underſtopd, that 
the Nabob ſhall have the plunder of Tanjour, and the receipt of. the - revenues for 
more than two years, but that they muſt ſuppoſe the plunder: and the receipt of the 
revenues for more than io years will have rendered the Nabob a very conſiderable 
gainer, after defraying all the charges incurred in the expedition: Tr 
mf. | 75 ieee | poi be ag 11.237) 4, 4454 v1 be + el 42 
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1 25 tar ary plea he may urge on that prevence for de 
c men riot be namen 1 TAS ACE NT: * may fer wat +: 


| and ſold to individuals, IO Ne 
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Nabob having gor .poſefMbii of gseh m. nenen * 


eg The 


. the Grenville not arriving till December 1775, he. was in recaps of the ewe 


me for mort than two years, amounting by che Dobbeer's account to about 
40,00, 000 pagodas ; and if the Nabob is nor 1 very cumfurable . let him ** 


- the accounts of is receipts and diſburſements before the Bort. 


9, Ia the preſent Rate of Tanjour, charging it, with ide peyment of even 


ſo Codlüderable ſum 25 Mr. Benfield's claim, would impoveriſb and diſtreſi it very 


nuch; Which is contrary to the expreſs intentions of the Company. At the ſame; 
time, although Mr. Benfield is the only perſon who makes this public application, 


his claims are 3 4 ſmall part of what the Nabab has charged the Tanjour coun-: - 


try with; r the amour edake Nabab's orders. ure 
equal to eee d nu ory ana nt nds 
10. © Admitting the geh of December, the day wha St Cried ee 


Were received at Fort St. George, to be the period at which the Nabob's s poſſeſ=. 
on dug bt to terminate,” all the revenues of Tanjour; ariſing after that time, - 
pertain to the Rajah. But the Rajab's claim does not extend to old grein,” 


which had been received by the Nabob as: phe en of! the former me 


BH 4 a. 10 


11. It bas been urged that the Nabob i enthled to the preſent! ov, 
from having advanced money to the inhabitants for the'cult:vation, but the Nabob 


could-not be entitled to the erop on that account ; becauſe the only advances which 


appear to have been made by the Circar to the inbabitants, was not made at the 
expence of the Circar, but bonds taken from the inhabitants to be diſcharged out 
of their own n of this e _ W 8 . make a diſtinct nen 5 
Mr. Benfielc. 6 Ns 7 

12. It is now to be ase ei yo "Ht the! reſolutions of - 90 
Board on the Tanjour 29706 and 50 far 5 Fan r _— ders Bd 
to thoſe reſolutions, As ETA 5 07 8 
dan On the ANY of March ee gave in a wiegt, «| chat 
* there was no likeſihobd of the Nabob's giving his conſent to our catrying into 


Ms 5050 ors the Company's orders with reſpe& to Tanjour, and the fate of the 


* crops" in that country not admitting of any Further delay, he would, with the ap- 


"probation" of the Board, ſet our for Tanjour! to carry the orders of the Com- 
pump into execution, by placing the Rajah in the full poſſeſſion and management of the 
©*xountry s whereupon-the Preſident moved the following queſtion, Whether 
Vir is Proper and neceſſary for him to go to Tanjour for the reaſons Jr forth in 
© bis minute.” Agreed unanimouſly in the affirmative. Nee Men 


14. The Board unanimouſly agreed, that it was deeper and necelfarys 
For the reaſons! ſet forth in the Preſident's minute, that he ſhould proceed to: Tan- 


jour to carry into execution the orders of the Company by placing the:Rgjeb in 
full poſſeſſion and management of the country. The chief reaſon in chat minute is 


the 
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16. The. Board determine, that Lieutenant Calonel Kae "command. 
Fi at Tanjour, ſhould be put under his Lordſhip's orders, be Board 1 
rnanimouſy, that his Lordſhip. ſhould: take. ſuch a guard, . as 0 5 necellary, 
hich by the military regulations are under his orders... It WAS underſtood, that . 
Captain Mackenzie's; battalion, of ſcapoys,. which was to join his Lordſhip in de 
road, was meant to come under this deſignation... The. reſolution of the Board. 
indeed concerning this battalion was,.unenimon/ly,.. that it ſhould. be. ſent; to 'the 
ſourhward, the better to enabie the, Rajab of Tanjpur to collefF in his revenue ; .al- 


though ſome menen, ſeem now to think, that the Rajah could have no revenues to. 4 


ket, Shay 


441 


16. On xi 5 4 Ze; Apiil, the. Rajah was reſtored, * Lotd Pigot bed | 
2 >: public. order, Requiring; all officers, civil and military, and all perſons 
t under the e of the Company to conſider the Rajah of Tanjour as again 
<< reſtored to the government of his country in the full extent of that govern» 
© ment at the concluſion of the treaty. of 7825 and give him all prope aid and 


«© aſſiſtance.” 

17+ The Rajah, being reſtared to his 5 be to Lord Pig got 
fe troops to protect his offices, and, accordingly. Lord Pigot ordered 7 5 
tain Mackenzie's battalion to proceed with the Rajab's managers to protest the 
officers of revenue. The reſolution of the Board of the 29th of May una- 


nimouſly confirms the propriety. of the orders then given; and although Sir Ro- $ 
vert Fletcher denies. the conformity of theſe orders to the reſolution of the 25th 


of March, he thinks. if . theſe orders to Captain Mackenzie bad paſſed through 


Lieutenant Colonel Harper, they would have been conformable. This is a piece 


of Nn - not worth conteſting. by, 

18. The Rajah, in his letter the 12th of April. 1776, fays, i As my fi 
« nances ate in utter diſorder, and the ſtate of my country. all ia ae 
% muſt throw myſelf on the Company for my preſent ſupport. I therefore wi 
e them to buy of me, at a reaſonable rate, all the grain of the preſent year, except: 
ing what my country may be in need of. By this means the Company will not 
< be burthened, and I ſhall be enabled to defray the expences of my government 
« without running into debt. 


19. The Board agrted 0 purchaſe this grain, Although 1 was not pre- 


ſent, I. very heartily concur; in-the. propriety of the meaſure; and the members of 


the Board, who excepted to the grain mortgaged by the Nabob to individuals,. whilſt 


be had the government of the Tanjour country, acquieſced 1 in the propriety of it 


purchaſing all other grain from the Rajah, although now it i denied he could have 
any grain to diſpoſe of. 


20. On the 24th. of Aptil, Aa letter from Mr. Benfield, dated the 22d. 
was read at the Board, containing a letter he wrote to Lord Vigor at Tanjour 


150 April, repreſenting his claims on the T * country and expreſſing his 
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| - whenthe people in Tao. oriry ſrom the Nabob were removed from their ſtations in 
_ "the ſeverat'qiftr 5 this letter Lord Pigot vepited, Mat tie Being authorized 
* only 51 carky into exccorion- the brders of the Toure of Directors for refboring 
| «the Rajk ih of Tanjour,” and being by cee orders vommanded to aſture the 
By: Rgjab on the Company's name, chat they un ſeverely puniſh every military 
* officer of Company” s ſetvant, who'ſhall in an) reſpect ititer fere in the affairs of 

"BH Fe his government, &c; he way unable, wirkout che aid” and afiftance of .'. 
-®*countil, £0 199 mote in reply to Mr: Henfield's letter; than that de would, on 
his return to Madrafs,* lay the ſame; before them. Me Benßeld in reply ſaid, 
| he could not conceive, that ſerting forth bis ju claimis on the Tanjour country, 

* can be conſidered in apy re/pe# to interfere in the affairs of the Rajah's govern- 
bs gent, . of, that it could be the intention'oP the Courr of DireRots, that by the 

* execution. of their orders he ſhould be deprived'of his rgb that the mode pro- 
_  $ poſed will: cabſe delay, aud would be hürtful to his'affairs; Ihould the run 
wy of aſſigned to him be otherwiſe applied than paid to bis ſervants; Who are in the 'drf- 
10 frrent rountries to receive them.“ Theſe letters he laid before che Board in full 
confidence, that they would afford all reaſonable aſſiſtance to ſecure to hien the 
**- recovery, of his property, whilſt Lord Pigot under ubeif commiſſion remained in 
<, authority ever thoſe countries; This expreſſton, as well as 4 miſtake made in 
his firſt letter to Lord Pigor, that his Lordſhip had directed all 'the inhabitants of 
the Tarjour ceuntries to obey the Rajah as their Prince, ſeems to indicate that he 


> apprehended Lord Pigot was wefted with the government of the Tanjour country, 


which was not the cafe, nor did bis Lordſhip ret the' inhabitants of that country 
to obey the Rajab, hut only "required the ſervants of the Company, and others 
living under their protection, to conſider the al as reſtofed'to wr pho: 
and to give him all proper aid and aſſiſtance. 
21. The Board determined to poſtpone the” Rs TY Mr. Ben- 
field's letter until Lord Pigot's return, which happened on the th of May, 
- race when many. Scher letters from "em: wave "Dok Wa in upon the fame 
ſubject. | = | 5 
22. Before Mr. Benfield's \ claims are Wen it vin be proper to 
attend to one circumſtance repeated in ſeveral of his letters, that his Property 0 
was //eized by the. Company's ſeapoy g. Imagining that this was only an inaccuracy 
of expreſſion, I took notice of it at the Board, and recommended that a friend of 
bis ſhould mention it to him, that it might be altered. That friend, in 'confulta- 
tion agth, reported, that Mr. Benfield ſaid it was not a miſtake,” but that the 
Company” s officers had ſeized his property, and avowed*the act to himſelf; and, 
in is detter⸗of the 29th he expreſſes himſelf ſtronger than in any of his foriner 
letters, and ſays, I complain to you of the--#rjarirs I have fuftained- from the 
e meaſures and cam of the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, while acting under 
de your commiſſion, in cauſing the gramm that had been depoſited” with me to be 
* N by the Company's Os and indepriving me of the” mens further 46 col- 
e 


tw 


1 Upon this the Reſolutions of A es en Mas: 
che orders given by Lord; Pigot co-Captain Mackenzie 1 gth April, were called for 
and read a and there beiag nc abe leaſt authority in tlid ours give hy hi Lard- = 
ſhip, to. do more thay to pratett the-Rajah's officers in the callefiam of the revenues: | 
it was reſolvedy, to communicate a copy of theſe orders to Mr. Benficld, and to 
call upon him for a particular charge — UN Aer eee, 
Wunde neceſſary enquiry. will; then be made. 5 
23. .Nq--omboticy,)-heving eren Baur gle bj: this: Board; or by Lore” 
Pigot when at Tanjour, to ſeize property of any bind belonging to indivi- 
duals, I cannot think, either hie Lordſhip or this Boaid, ars in the ſmalleſt degree 
reprehenſible for any improprieties, wluch may have been ern n 1 
ſons, who have committed them, being alone rep. 
244. Sir; Robert Fletcher s diſſent places * 4 ee . 
makes me doubsſul whether we ean with propriety uſe our ,, ev n in 
thoſe private claims, which on a full explanation tight be though ub, for he 
fays,. by a late deciſion in our high courts: af juſtive at home the Armenians” 
* have recovered damages of Mr. Verelſt, for dhe h/ of em 9s ſultined 
wo «* by! $45-influence in Suja ul Dowlah's Gy enn 
26, I ſhalt never be appreberibive: of '-exerting in e 8 ar” 
the authority;. with which /1--am;ioveſied 5 but ſince uſing (ary; r von- 
eerning the property of individual is deemed illegal, I cannot ſee with-what pr 
priety the individual can requeſt hat influence to be yſed, eſpeclally as acoordirig}. » 
to. this doctrine the Preſident,” who is the oſtenſible pern, is thereby enpoſed to 
proſecutions, not only from all otber Tunkadars; but from the multitudes of na- 
tives, whoſe intereſts might be affected by » this exertion of dur influence and 
wham malevolence or reſemment might induce ſome men to ſyppotr in their pro- 
ſecutions. I will never join in a bond of indemnity to dur Prefidens" om this ne- 
count; and without its I cannot fee, how: any man cun alk him to put his name to 
an Wee Sie oß this yer which _ tf 8 tos i or IR 3 
. 5 n 2464 10 Wet tit 20 >, IN 
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I A mortgage, or aſſignment, from ihe Nabob; of the Subah of Ma- | 
mode in November 177g, till payment of the amount of money lent to the Ma- 
$04 on bonds from the rh of February tw the 15th of November amounts to 
3,69, 090 pagodas, being, according to the Nabob's certificate, for money paid by 
Mr. Benfield to the Companp on bis account for eee m ee a 
Fort, troops at Tanjour, and ſundry ater Plirgoſes;- i120 i tienen 

Secondiy. An order of the Nabob for payment of 1880 pagodus 10 Proprunrom, 
| paid by Mr. Benfield to the Najib Cawn at Tanjour; for the Nabob's troops, in 
January 1775. Another order dn Putta Cala for 15, ooo Pagodss, ee erde 

of the ſervice of the furt, in November 1974. an- est ya 


27. Theſe . for Which mm and aſſignments: Were given on 54 
4 Tanjour 
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TDanjcur cohmntry, are dröfr dde from: the Nudoh I ant if that mc Amen is 
nmeffectual to his creditorgtivixam/bithlarndqodtronmthilſccedinrs ſfHI HEN!!! 
bb abird claim on theunntniagtörfof - ,nh¹mrough:the Cirtargdiiounts = 

to rige pagodas, fon whick be fx thb f Aer v1 Or- ab Nhiblor = 
manager uf it Taujour eintryd ati time ant che hit ante Jh td the 


rc EEE Circuri gnynbie from the imbatatanysv u H che preſent eto, Nr, 215) the 
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- cuſtem of the country r, which bonds wenbadetivered? to him e not at Mädräfs- im 
ls paſſeſñon hut hel cintiaqi they iareristier urpeſied im tha Curcberryß br ii the 
band ruf bis pedpſectiaithegatibeaerdio (Tag e eee ee eee, ene 
5:238:5-11Qdnetroing: this ,lairfi {clamvficivake.l notice; that IWA informed nt 
Fanjout; that Cometa (ho I belitve-was'Mry Benfield's/Dubaſh;- ahd whom} TA = 
aſſured, is the black man tothe ſd third weh ahn be bad fore pnercuntile con- 
crrns, vide getter 3d, Seprembet 15% hadiiblatge quantity ef pudüy, which 
hei dich not k how4o:get rid of tit he mpplied to th Ameehitd force it: off 
che edonttꝝ people, da them arcπν,buble o the Cirear i thät accorGogly® = 
the Amperimade ther country people take it at an exorbitant rate. The Dobbeer's 

memorandem before us ſays, . adiumcds of grain, for ſed undi other pufpoſes, Were” 

*© made to the inhabitants by the Circar, at this eace of e fanams per tthikim, 

gn and they were: go atcount ſor ĩt atꝰthrate df tf gold ſabins,*' falmbſt exor- 


baitant rate: Gfyuſury: im my opinidu l I Hol nee iptetend to ſby, tllur eitler ft theſe? | 


cCiteumſtances relates: to Mr NMnßvid d ni of 120;000'pagoldar'y bar thine at 

behdves this BAH to be vety well aſſured that they de n I muſt add, that's ! 

ftiend of mine aſſured me, that the Amer told him Mr. Henffeld had a great dead 
of paddy which: he did not know whad th di wich z Vanth chat! he, the Akweefg hud! 


wdepped-bim. A un in this untry V hoſd. chheiderne ar enterſtvei ib moch E. 
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paſed tbe abuſed;by! his ſexvants,Jandzthe cingumftances bf the: hi tefefred Kink = 
.the:Cotopany's:gbtiens] letter, which-tarepdfiively affirmed; and Which Joſhi! 
hereafter explain, are with me ſlrong proofs, that Comkra was capable of an 
thing. „011620. Ty ul 8 1 mia 215485 Zern ich ion aid: £0 neil as 
/ Fourthly. Property in grain, and claims on many of the inhabitants in the Tanjour | 
country, independent of his copcernyywithrhezCiecar, zamount together to about 
bo, ooo pagodas.- W | 258 
at In dur letter uf the gch df May be: fayspithet grain of vaſt year was receto- 
ed from the Nabob on account of former luam., lui that of the 20th of May, he 
ſays, independent of hibolaima on account of the:Citcir}2g# tiny if ſeverul parts ef 
the Tanjourncountry, wasiwhat he had n ha he produce of à fbrmet yet: 
30% Inga letter of. then tlr hen f age the graiy purrbaſeu bf former" y cats 
crop, remaining in ſeveral parts of the Tumour country ue in guahtity 124, 044 
cullumss Mhich bath been ſeized ; and in that: of the th e afles*aiHerter to the 


Rajah, to cauſe the grain that war bis property, and in poſſeſſion of bis people; cher © _ 


produce af the luſi peur, {nov of theipreJemctopy) to be immediately 7e/tortd, in 
quantity 224,044 cullums. ATE Wanne ni 141 20 PHY TSR d e 
e 09 „ Naboben Lccond fon bros „ vide Dobbeerd Mini! n Ns 
nt 21 ' * . 31. 


\ 
"i : : ; 
N = L 
+» © 


2 | A | - -_ 
* . "2" ** 127 
* 1 2 Le 
Hanz 7 * 3 * © - * 8 * 
1 DEE: 4 . . SY * TIE » > 
0 * $ 4 8 * * 8 12 - 
T1 WES TIES , : 


— 


r 45 1 1 5 by 

31. I muſt Kill think, W we can form 41 inion concerning the 

juſtice and propriety of this claim, we ought to know Adna, whether it is 
grain purchaſed or received in payment from the Circar ; and we ought allo to 
know circumſtantially, when, where, and by whom ſeized. 

32. He ſays, there was, according to the neareſt eſtimate, about 
go, ooo cullums of grain, mortgaged and delivered to him on account of debts 
from many of the inhabitants, which debts amounted to 60,000 cuckrams, THe | TER | 

nature of theſe debts ſeems to me not ſufficiently explained, 1 
33. I am now to examine, how far theſe tranſaftions are BR e 
do the ſtanding orders of the Company. Mr. Benfield's letter of the 3d of Sep- 
- tember, 1773, in my opinion clearly explains, that he thought ſuch tranſactions 
were contrary to the Company's orders; for in this letter he ſays, The inſtant 
„ was adviſed of the matter, I rejeFed it altogether, knowing it my duty to do ſo, as | 
&« a ſervant obedient to the orders of the Honourable Company; and the general 1 
letter per Grenville, referring to this very letter ſays: And though Mr. B. as WH 


* a ſervant of the Company very pro ee tranſafting this bufine/s 
which ſeems clearly to confirm theſe or o 1 think Mr. Benfield's hav- 


| Ing been concerned in the pay Fr: ngp, either to the Dutch or to 
the Company, without reproof, ak 125 % revocation of thoſe orders. 
34. The indigeſted ſtate, che Fangiy orders are, and of which 
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I have repeatedly complained4 makes it very difficult to know whar the Com- 1 
pany's orders are on any ſubject; aving got a few days delay, I have  . 
taken ſome pains to trace Note, and ſhall therefore endeavour to ſhew —_— T 
what I have found on this head. | | + 2 
(A true Copy) D. BAINE, be wine Sec. 5 
Vide General Letter from England, the 14th of March, 1969, Parograph 15. 1 1 
Select Committee's Letter to England, the 31ſt of January, 1770, 38, & 39. „ 
Honourable Court of Directors Reply, the 3oth of Nov. 17750, 6, 8, 9, 15+ „„ 
Conſultation, — the 6th of Nov. 1769. | 171 
Letter from the Hon. Court of Direct. the 22d of March, 171, 2. 77435 1 
Ditto, 7. Sh; :: the 10th of April, 1771, 14 5 4 
Ditto, Ditto, the 25th of March, 1772, 5 3 1 
In anſwer to Paragraph 19, of the General Letter to England, the 29th of Sept. 1770. | Raney | 
Vide alſo the Correſpondence with Mr. Bolts's Creditors, f i 
The 14th of Februry, 1570: — Secretary's Letter, the 6th of April, 1773. e | 
The 24th of March, 1773. the 13th of May, 1773. we | 
The 23d of April, 1773, 25 14 
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